Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association
Directors for 2017
Current Directors with one year remaining:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bill Cunningham - TD Bank
Wolfgang Degemann - Eurocan
Robert Dominick - WestStone
Soleman Hashmi - Hashmi Law Corp
Mike Nielson - Sprite Multimedia Systems Ltd.
David Pel - David Pel & Company Inc EPR
Bill Rempel - Blackwood Partners/Central City
Tako Van Popta - McQuarrie Hunter
Andrew Westlund - APEX Communications
(Westlund Group of Companies)
Jason Wong - Beta Collective

Directors up for re-election 2017:
Joanne Curry - Simon Fraser University
Larry Fisher - Lark Group
Charan Sethi - Tien Sher Group of Companies
James Stewart - Hamilton Duncan Armstrong + Stewart
Law Corporation
Elfie Stumpf - Whalley Optical Centre
Michael Wilson - Phoenix Drug and Alcohol Recovery &
Education

Potential New Directors:
Rob Blackwell - Anthem Properties
Victor Davis - Philips Canada
Apoorv Dwivedi - Westminster Savings Credit Union
Andrew Fraser - Branch Manager HSBC Surrey.
Linda Gordon - North Surrey Chiropractic Clinic
Norm Laube - Surrey City Development Corp (SCDC)
Donna Rowand - VanCity
Shirley Samujh-Dayal - Translink

DSBIA members can elect up to 20 members for the
Board of Directors. Directors are elected for a two year
term. This year, DSBIA members can vote for up to ten
people listed under “Directors for re-election 2017”
and “Potential New Directors” (marked with a check).

Candidates for DSBIA
Board of Directors
Joanne Curry - Simon Fraser University Vice-President, External Relations
Joanne has spent the last two decades championing the connection between universities and its
communities. She has served DSBIA members as a Board Director since 2005 and has sat on the
Government Relations committee and chaired the Communications and Nomination committees.
Joanne's efforts have resulted in numerous beneficial relationships and projects to support the
community and allow the University to use its resources for community betterment. For her efforts in
community engagement, Joanne was awarded an Honorary Degree by Kwantlen Polytechnic University
and the Business Women of the Year in the professional category by the Surrey Board of Trade.
Joanne is Vice-President, External Relations for SFU. Joanne joined SFU in 1993 and held the
position of Director of University of Industry Liaison as well as Executive Director of a national
research centre of excellence in online learning. From 2002 to 2013, she was the founding Executive
Director at SFU Surrey campus which grew from 200 students to over 7,000 students during her tenure.
Prior to joining SFU, Joanne held positions in the banking, consulting, and biotechnology sectors.
Joanne has a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Manitoba, a Masters of Business
Administration degree from SFU, and a Doctorate in Business (Higher Education) from the
University of Bath in the UK.

Larry Fisher - Founder & President, The Lark Group
Now a cornerstone of City Centre, Larry Fisher and his family-owned and operated company The
Lark Group have been developing, managing, and constructing urban projects throughout Surrey,
the Lower Mainland, and as far as Quebec for over 40 years.
Originally focused on mobile home projects, their meteoric growth soon included industrial,
commercial works, and joint ventures. With over 100 employees, $20 million annually in
construction, and over a half-million sq ft of management property, they have further diversified into
shopping centres, hockey rinks, and hotels. Their twelve-floor, 180,000 square foot professional
tower in downtown Surrey houses their new head office and other companies as part of a power
nucleus attracting significant businesses to downtown Surrey.
“We are very proud of being a catalyst for the southern end of the phenomenal Innovation
Boulevard and look forward to moving forward with the BIA, and its board to bring the City to the
next level. You don’t have to struggle to make positive changes here and Surrey is in an excellent
position to draw business.”
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Charan Sethi - Founder & President, Tien Sher Group of Companies
Charan Sethi laid the foundations of his highly successful development career during twenty-two
years as one of Metro Vancouver’s top realtors.
Since emigrating from England in 1978, this visionary former machinist, turned real estate
development entrepreneur, heads his large-scale land development venture throughout Metro
Vancouver and Vancouver Island creating varied commercial properties and over 1,800 residential
units. He has received worldwide recognition and industry awards for innovating new housing
models for shifting buyer needs. These models introduced 299 sq.ft. ‘micro-suite’ condos for
transit-oriented downtown markets, demographically inclusive communities of luxury townhomes
with one-bedroom starters plus British Columbia’s first six-storey wood-frame condominium building.
Sethi has large land holdings in City Centre. He owns “Quattro” block community as well as over
four acres on the “Flamingo” block to develop additional three towers with residential and
commercial space generating new jobs in the Heritage Whalley District - Gateway to the New City
Centre. Sethi also has a deep commitment to his new community, contributing to many community
events, projects and fundraisers, such as Movie under the Stars, Surrey Christmas Bureau and the
Quattro Street Fair.
“The City is so receptive to new ideas and development and is working closely with us to build the
downtown area and create a brand new neighbourhood that benefits everybody.”

Michael Wilson Founder & Board of Director,
Phoenix Drug and Alcohol Recovery and Education Society
Michael is the founder and a Board Member of the thirty-million-dollar Phoenix Society which
offers integrated addiction services and new hope to people with addictions. With an MA and a
PhD in Human and Organizational Development, he helped grow a grassroots social support
system for twenty years into its current ground-breaking form.
In partnership with University College and Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Phoenix also provides
education and employment services along with a phenomenal scope of services to support the
mind, body and soul. The Society has been honoured with the Surrey Board of Trade’s Business
Excellence Award and a VanCity award. Michael has also been recognized individually as the City of
Surrey 2015 Citizen of the Year.
With passionate interest in community development, urban planning, co-operative economy, social
housing, workforce development, poverty reduction, and social inclusion, he participates in several
professional groups, community committees and task forces on health, housing, crime reduction,
and education.
“I’m very excited by the work in Surrey Central and Surrey as a whole. Government partnerships at
all levels and the proper alignment of stimulus dollars to this area, is key to the development of City
Centre and creating synergies for investment in an emerging infrastructure.”
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Elﬁe Stumpf - Licensed Optician, Whalley Optical Centre Ltd.
Along with countless other community activities, Elfie co-founded the Whalley BIA in 2000 and has
served as Board Secretary in the past and currently as the Safety Committee Co-Chair. Her service
to the community, its business sector, and the DSBIA is a lifelong commitment.
A licensed optician, Elfie works at Whalley Optical in City Centre, a family business in the area
forover thirty years. Elfie says is most proud of the Safety Committee’s Mobile Bike Patrol work,
which she chairs. Acting as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the community, the DSBIA Bike Patrol visits/tours
local businesses and public areas and report any concerns and suggestions to the DSBIA office.
“I’m committed to helping people be accountable and the best community members possible. As a
proud owner of a small business I enjoy working in this wonderful community full of diverse families
that have lived here a long time. There is a lot of history here and we should be proud of it. As a
director, I have met countless business people of small and large businesses who all have their own
views about how to help the BIA area grow.”

James Stewart (Past Chair) Partner at Hamilton Duncan Armstrong + Stewart Law Corporation
For over 36 years, James Stewart has been an integral part of the transformation and evolution of
a city he has served, lived in, and loved.
He started his legal career in 1980 in a small office located on 108th Avenue at King George.
Now he is the senior partner with the City Centre business and litigation firm of Hamilton Duncan
Armstrong + Stewart Law Corporation. He specializes in land development, business law, real
estate, wills and estates. His expertise in residential and commercial real estate development
business operations, often from land acquisition and development through to sale, has placed
him at the leading edge of numerous local and regional projects.
His law firm was a founding business member of the BIA. He served on the board for several
years as a director and vice president. He also served three years as president and is the current
past president.
Stewart’s commitment to service won him the 2010 Surrey Community Leader of the Year award,
honouring his contributions to furthering business, education, sustainability and wellness. Such
contributions and involvement in the past have included: member of the City of Surrey
Environmental and Sustainability Advisory Committee, Legal Chair - 2012 BC Summer Games,
Chair -Surrey Board of Trade, Chair - Centre for Child Development and member of the Board of
the Abbotsford Airport Authority. He is currently a member of the Board of Governors of SFU,
Chair of the SFU Surrey Community Advisory Council, and a member of the Board of the Health
Tech Innovation Foundation.
“This is a very unique and exciting time in Surrey’s evolution. Surrey is a great place to be and the
huge influx of families and businesses and flourishing diverse communities proves that. I feel that
it is important for everyone contribute what they can to create an interesting, well-thought-out,
sustainable community; to be part of its vision, leadership and sense of possibility.”
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Rob Blackwell – Senior Vice President, Development of Anthem Properties
Rob Blackwell is Anthem’s Senior Vice President, Development and has been developing residential
and commercial real estate for the last 27 years. Early in his career, Rob worked for Sherbrooke
Properties on a multitude of projects ranging from large land assemblies and single family
subdivisions to commercial and industrial buildings. Rob also was the Director, Western Canada
Region, for McDonald’s Restaurants where he managed a team responsible for acquisitions,
development and construction. Now a 12+ year veteran of Anthem Properties which is a real estate
development, investment and management company of 300 people driven by creativity, passion
and direct communication.
Rob oversees the Development of Anthem Properties real estate projects in BC and Alberta.

Victor Davis – Key Account Executive for British Columbia, Philips Healthcare
Born and raised in western Canada, Victor and his family now reside in Surrey. He has been a
successful contributor in the health and technology fields for almost 30 years. Prior to his current
role as Account Executive for British Columbia, Victor was a Senior Marketing Manager, driving
innovation across 17 countries in the Asia Pacific region, based out of Philips Singapore office. He
has served DSBIA members since 2015, bringing to the table his extensive experience in HealthTech, as
a member of the Marketing Committee. Victor is extremely active within Surrey in his role as
executive liaison between Philips and the rapidly growing Health and Technology District in the
heart of downtown Surrey.

Apoorv Dwivedi – Westminster Savings Director, Marketing & Channel Management
With over 66,000 customers, 400 employees, and $3.6 billion in assets under management,
Westminster Savings is a proud community supporter in the Lower Mainland. In July of 2016,
Westminster Savings consolidated 3 administrative locations and moved them into a single
corporate centre in the Central City tower, and along with opening new branches will have 1/3rd of
their retail locations in the Surrey / Langley area by the end of this year.
Apoorv has over 20 years of marketing experience in financial and professional services. Prior to
joining Westminster Savings he was at PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PwC LLP), where he held the
position of Marketing & Communications Leader, Western Canada and was responsible for the
organization’s marketing to business, government, and private clients. He has previously held senior
marketing and strategy roles where his responsibilities included building and managing marketing
functions, generating customer, market and competitive insights, and launching new products and
service innovations. He has a passion for organizational culture, leadership, and innovation, and has
previously held executive and committee roles in professional business organizations and
municipality development.
Apoorv seeks to create value for the community by leveraging the Westminster Savings Foundation,
community investment and major partnerships. A strong supporter of the community, the Westminster
Savings Foundation invested >$550,000 in active living programs and access to the arts in 2016.
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Norman Laube, BComm, RI, CPM, Acc Dir SCDC – Surrey City Development Corporation
Norman Laube joined SCDC in April 2016 as President & CEO and was appointed to the DSBIA
Board of Directors in September 2016 to serve until the AGM in early 2017. He brings 35 years
of progressive diverse leadership experience to SCDC in both the private and public real estate
sectors. He has successfully led teams, partnerships and projects in the mixed-use, retail, office,
industrial, institutional, and residential markets.
Norman is an Accredited Director (Institute of Chartered Secretaries) and has served on the
Boards of the Community Infrastructure Finance Fund, Hollyburn Cross Country Ski Club and the
Callaghan Valley National Training Centre. He is a member of the Investment Impact Committee
of the Surrey Homelessness & Housing Society. Norman is the Honorary Vice Consul of Austria
serving British Columbia and the Yukon.

Donna Rowand-Vancity

Assistant Branch Manager

With over 25 years in the banking industry, Donna has worked at RBC, Scotiabank and is currently
at Vancity. Having worked in various roles, from teller to Assistant Branch Manager, as well as
having worked in different communities, Vancouver to Langley, it has given me valuable
knowledge that each community has its own unique characteristics and financial needs.
Working for Vancity has shown Donna the importance of community development and the role
financial institutions can play in this regards. She has worked in the Surrey market for the past 5
years and has seen the area change dramatically.
Being part of the Downtown Surrey BIA would give her an opportunity to support the local
community that she work in as well as contribute solutions to the issues in the area.
Donna has lived in the Surrey area for past 20 years with husband and son.

Shirley Samujh-Dayal – Translink Senior Advisor, Government and Community Engagement
Shirley Samujh-Dayal was appointed to the Board of the DSBIA in September 2016 to serve until
the AGM scheduled in February 2017. She is currently a Senior Advisor, in the Government and
Community Engagement Department at TransLink. Shirley served as a Director for the Surrey
Board of Trade from 2010-2016 and is also a Director for Surrey Crime Prevention Society. She
has been a Surrey resident most of her life.
Shirley has been with TransLink for 18 years this year and has worked on a variety of projects
including area transit plans for the Surrey and South of Fraser region. She takes transit regularly
and believes that transit and transportation options are vital to life and to business. With two
major capital projects like the replacement of the Pattullo Bridge and rapid transit expansion in
Surrey she is excited about what this will mean for Surrey and the downtown Surrey Business
Area.
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Andrew Fraser, Branch Manager HSBC Surrey
I’ve been with HSBC for over 10 years in various positions all over the Lower Mainland. Going
from North Vancouver where I started to Surrey where I've spent the last 3 years as a Branch
Manager.
I have always felt that volunteer work and giving back to the community is important. In high
school I was awarded The District Citizenship Award for my volunteer activities that included
being an executive member of the Students' Council, being a student member of the School
Board's District Technology Committee, and I captained the school's rugby and soccer teams in
addition to having leadership roles on my community teams.
After high school I remained heavily involved in athletics and I focused my volunteer efforts there.
I have managed, coached and captained the soccer team I play on for over 10 years. I have been
an age group co-ordinator, coach, director, and scholarship committee member with Burnaby
Girls Soccer Club for over 5 years. I recently stepped down from the Burnaby Girls Board to
pursue volunteer opportunities in the Downtown Surrey Area, but I remain a member of the
scholarship committee.
I see tremendous potential in the downtown area and I look forward to being an integral part of
the future growth of Surrey’s downtown.

Dr. Linda Gordon BSC, DC Chiropractor Co-owner, North Surrey Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Linda Gordon has been In private practice since 1985 and currently runs the North Surrey
Chiropractic Clinic with her husband, Dr. David Wasylynko.
She received her Bachelor of Science degree from UBC and her Doctor of Chiropractic Canadian
Memorial Chiropractic College She is a Member of the BC College of Chiropractors, the BC
Chiropractic Association, and the Canadian Chiropractic Association and Past Director and
Deputy Registrar of the BC College of Chiropractors. Shesis the Past Vice-president of the BC
CMCC Alumni Association and a Current member of the CMCC Admissions Committee.
Linda has been involved in volunteer work in Surrey for many years including as a Past director of
the Surrey Arts Council, Semiahmoo Minor Hockey, Girl Guides of Canada and the Parents
advisory committee at her sons’ school.
Currently, Linda volunteers for The Surrey Dance Festival, Cmolik Foundation Mentor and Ocean
Park Community Orchard-education committee.
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