WHAT IS THE
DOWNTOWN SURREY BIA
DOING ABOUT GRAFFITI?

DO YOUR PART TO
HELP KEEP OUR
DOWNTOWN CLEAN!

The BIA has a contract with Goodbye Graﬀiti
to remove tags from the walls of BIA
commercial properties up to 10 feet high.
The contractor does weekly patrols
throughout the BIA area. BIA staﬀ also note
tags and report them to the contractor.

Businesses in the DSBIA area can contact
604.580.2321 to report graﬀiti.

FREE GRAFFITI
CLEANING SERVICE
For businesses located within the Downtown
Surrey BIA area with graﬀiti on the exterior
of the building.

CALL 604.580.2321

WHAT IS THE
CITY OF SURREY DOING?
City council has placed top priority on cleaning
up hate, obscene or other oﬀensive graﬀiti on
City property. City Engineering and Parks clean
up graﬀiti on a daily basis as a part of their
regular maintenance progams.
Things that the City of Surrey is doing to
prevent graﬀiti include putting up murals and
green living plants on walls, and wrapping
traﬀic boxes with photographs.

HELP GET RID OF

GRAFFITI
DOWNTOWN SURREY BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
330 - 10362 KING GEORGE BLVD (V3T 2W5)

KEEPING OUR CITY
CLEAN AND BEAUTIFUL
Love Where You Live is Surrey’s
beautification and clean-up initiative. Learn
about ways to get involved in keeping Surrey
beautiful and clean!
Love Where You Live 2021 has oﬀicially
launched! Whether you want to clean your
street, neighbourhood, park or school, this
will be your source for everything you need
to do it safely.
This year we are encouraging you to help
clean up Surrey while also observing the
provincial government's guidance on
physical distancing. Even if we have to stay
apart, cleaning up and beautifying your
neighbourhood is a great way to show you
care about your community.
Questions along the way? Email
lovewhereyoulive@surrey.ca.

604.580.2321

WHAT IS GRAFFITI?

GRAFFITI PREVENTION

Graﬀiti is writing or drawings that are
scribbled, scratched or sprayed illegally on
a wall or other surface of a public place.

LIGHTING

Well-lit areas discourage graﬀiti vandals, as
they prefer un-lit locations where they are less
likely to be caught tagging.

You may have noticed graﬀiti on walls,
mailboxes, hydro boxes, bus shelters,
sidewalks and windows.

LANDSCAPING

Graﬀiti is illegal according to Property
Maintenace and Unsighlty Premises By-Law,
2007, No. 16393, Section 2.2: No person shall
place graﬀiti on any sidewalk, wall, building,
fence, sign or any other structure or surface.

RESURFACING

If your fence, garden, or yard areas are
frequent targets of Graﬀiti vandals, put
dumpsters in a locked area and plant vines,
bushes or trees to make them less accesible.

Large exterior walls or other surfaces can be
protected with coating products that repel
graﬀiti and make cleanup easier. These
products are sold commerically.

Graﬀiti is punishable with a fine of $250.

EDUCATION

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Graﬀiti detracts from the appearance of the
area and the value of your property.

Have graﬀiti removed as soon as it appears.
Why? Fresher paint is easier to remove. This
also stops the challenge to other graﬀiti
vandals who notice the “tagged” surface and
will be tempted to add their own “tag”.

Graﬀiti is not art - it ruins shopping districts,
neighbourhoods and our public property.
Graﬀiti left in place tells the vandals that a
property owner does not care about their
property, making them more vulnerable to
other criminal behaviour.

If you see vandals in the act, report it to
the Police.
Report graﬀiti to the Downtown Surrey BIA at
604-580-2321.

Particularily for children and youth, education
is the most important tool to prevent graﬀiti.
Oﬀenders are usually in their teens and may
be demonstrating rebellion rather than
criminal intent.

MITIGATION

Other ways to prevent graﬀiti are to wrap or
display art work or photographs on
high-target areas like hydro boxes, as seen in
the picture above. Another way is to paint
murals on walls, as intricate artworks are
generally given more respect than blank
surfaces. Small trees and shrubs can also be
planted to create a green living wall that can
deter tagging.

