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UNLEASH YOUR SENSES AT

FUSION FEST

Let your senses transport you from
country to country as you stroll
through this year’s Fusion Festival. No
passport required.
From the exciting experience of
exposing your taste buds to a new
cuisine to exploring cultures that are
so far from your own, Fusion Fest is
not just a festival: it’s an experience.
Fusion Festival highlights the
diversity of Surrey and invites others
to explore and discover a variety
of different cultures. This year the
popular Fusion Festival will take place
on July 19 and 20th from 11am to
10pm each day at Holland Park.
The variety of cultural pavilions
displayed at Fusion Fest not only
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provide insight into each country’s
heritage but also serve worldly foods
that are sure to tantalize your taste
buds. If you were ever curious about
a particular country and never been
able to travel to it, visit their pavilion.
This will allow you a glimpse into that
country’s history, cultural dress, art,
and so much more. Watch as each
pavilion opens up a unique world to
you.
This year this exciting festival has
expanded even further to welcome
seven new cultural pavilions. Spain,
Nigeria, Morocco, Bangladesh,
Argentina, Georgia, and Israel will all
be featured this year at Fusion Fest.
In addition, Italy will once again be
rejoining the festival.
Your senses will never find a dull
moment at Fusion Fest. With
performances on four stages all
day you can expect a jam-packed
weekend of amazing entertainment.
Headlining on Saturday is the revered
guitarist Bruce Cockburn , Hey Ocean,
The Boom Booms, and Aidan Knight.

604.580.2321

In addition there will be a celebrity
cooking stage. Here you can get
a sneak peek into the kitchens of
Councillor Hepner, Councillor Steele
and Councillor Rasode as they face
off in a cooking performance.
The festival is also family-friendly.
On Sunday, Rockin’ Robin will be the
highlight of every kid’s experience at
Fusion Fest. Kids of all ages will enjoy
Kids World. With Surrey Libraries’
Storyville, some great cultural crafts
and games and facepainters, Kids
World has what every family needs to
enjoy the day’s festivities.
Grab your family and friends and
become a world explorer this July 19
and 20. Fusion Fest: Taste. Explore.
Discover.
Written by Abby Wong
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PUTTING THE WOW IN POW WOW
Around the world there are many
different customs, languages, and
cultural practices that we may not
have experienced yet. However,
regardless of where in the world you
are from or what language you speak,
there is something we are all able to
understand and enjoy together: music
and dance.
It’s hard not to be delighted strolling
through Fusion Fest and taking in
the diverse variety of music and
dance. With the lively music, the
colourful costumes, and the graceful
choreographed dances, your senses
will constantly be kept enthralled.
With over 30 different performances
of music and dance there is never a
dull moment at Fusion Fest.
One of these cultural musical
performances that you do not want
to miss is Pow Wow. This year Fusion

Fest is excited to once again be
featuring a Pow Wow. This unique
feature of Fusion Fest is a “must do”
for anyone attending.
But what exactly is a Pow Wow?
A Pow Wow refers to a First Nations
event. It is at a Pow Wow that
traditionally First Nations people
would gather and meet. Here the
First Nations would share their
musical culture, dance, arts, crafts,
food and friendship. It is this notion
behind the Pow Wow that truly
embodies the idea behind Fusion
Fest.
A Pow Wow is an elaborate
event, often containing planning
committees. From the MC to the
Drum Host to the intricate dress, Pow
Wows are as absolutely stunning as
they are intricate. This year Fusion

Fest’s Pow Wow celebration will
include, drums, traditionally dressed
dancers, native flute and Metis Music,
spoken word artists, skill testing
games and a Tee Pee raising contest.
With all these diverse components
a Pow Wow truly has something for
everyone.
This year the Pow Wow is set to
honour all the Fostered and Foster
children within the community. This
spectacular cultural experience will
begin each day at 12:30pm with the
Grand Entry of drums, flags, leaders
and dancers.
Partake in the power of the Pow Wow
this year at Fusion Fest for a truly
unforgettable experience.
Written by Alexis Tyller
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TAQUERIA JALISCO
SPICING UP SURREY
Delicious ethnic food is easy to find
all year in Surrey. Downtown Surrey
is home to a variety of local eateries
just waiting for you to discover. One
of these places is Taqueria Jalisco,
a family restaurant delivering an
authentic Mexican menu. Taqueria
Jalisco is tucked away on Grosvenor
Road (13646, Grosvenor Road).

suggested that we should dance for
our food in celebration of the end of
the workweek.

Our team of interns discovered this
gem recently during a lunch break.
From the moment we entered the
restaurant we felt welcomed. The
owner greeted us and jokingly

We ordered the chicken tortas, a
Mexican twist on a sandwich, and
fresh beef enchiladas, with a sweet
orange pop to wash it all down with.
Our taste buds and our stomachs

The decor was bright and colourful,
with streamers and piñatas hanging
from the ceiling. It was then that we
were faced a difficult task: deciding
what to order from the menu.

were satisfied, with enough left over
for a tasty take-home.
After lunch we had a great chat with
our friendly server, who had recently
moved to Canada from Mexico.
With our stomachs full and our
pockets light we left Taqueria Jalisco
satisfied.
If you’re a fan of Mexican food, you
won’t want to deprive your taste buds
of this wonderful hidden gem.
Written by Alexis Tyller

BOZZINI’S
MEDITERRANEAN MADNESS
When going out to eat with a group
it can be difficult to find a place
everyone agrees on. Bozzini’s makes
this easy. Offering Greek, Italian and
Indian food, Bozzini’s has a diverse
menu that’s sure to please everyone
in your crowd.
When trying Bozzini’s, my advice
would be to go on an empty stomach.
The portions are large and sure
to satisfy even the hungriest of
customers. My colleagues who
ordered the Chicken Slouvaki and the
Lasagna found themselves with left
overs for days.
I had decided to try something
different than my usual chicken
souvlaki and order the shrimp gyro
appetizer. I was pleasantly surprised
at the amount of meat I received in
my wrap as well as the taste. It was
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absolutely delicious, the perfect
warm comfort food for a cold rainy
day.
We found Bozzini’s delivery service to
be perfect for work days. No precious
lunch break time was wasted on
commute as we could have our food
delivered right to our doorstep.
After a great meal, good prices, and
good company, we stared to plan our
next visit to Bozzini’s before we left.
Especially when we discovered that
Bozzini’s has live belly dancing on
Fridays.
While everyone had a different
favourite dish or cuisine there was
one thing we found we could all
agree on: Bozzini’s.
Written by Alexis Tyller
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PLAN YOUR ESCAPE TO

ISLAND VIBEZ

Are you looking for an escape from
your busy life? Well look no further.
Escape to Island Vibez Hair Studio
and Accessories located right here in
Downtown Surrey.
Island Vibez is a trendy barbershop
that specializes in the latest haircuts
and styles for both afro and straight
hair. Bradley, the owner and barber,

will make you feel relaxed and athome in his island-themed shop. Six
months ago, Bradley noticed there
was a need for a barbershop in City
Centre which catered to afro hair,
so he decided he would fill that
need. Bradley was inspired by his
Jamaican heritage to create a relaxed,
comfortable, Caribbean atmosphere.
He has done just that.

The studio is bright and vibrant, with
a flat screen TV showing the FIFA
World Cup so you don’t have to miss
a minute of the games. There is also
a hairdresser onsite, so the studio
caters to both women and men of all
different kinds of hair. Island Vibez
also does unique hair designs such
as cornrows, braids, and fades. You
name it, Island Vibez does it.
Check them out on facebook at www.
facebook.com/islandvibezhairstudio.
Island Vibez is located conveniently
at 13565 105 A Avenue in Surrey.
Plan your island escape today and
call 604.498.6800 for a new ‘do or
hairstyle.
Written by Maurren Solmundson

AY! CHIHUAHAU
Do you want to experience authentic Latin cuisine without spending hours on a plane? Then you will want to visit Ay
Chihuahua, a Latin restaurant located at 13780 104 Avenue in Whalley.
As you step through the door, the delicious scent of popusas, fresh salsa and horchata prepared with love will tempt
you. Open from 11am until 9pm, Ay Chihuahua is open for lunch and late dinners accepting reservations and private
parties.
Ay Chihuahua offers a fusion of traditions from Guatemala and Mexico to create delicious and flavorful Latin cuisine.
The cozy décor and home-style atmosphere of Ay Chihuahua will have you feeling right at home as soon as you’re
seated. Enjoy complimentary chips and salsa while you consider the dozens of delicious dishes and combinations. Then
savour fresh food prepared from Mama’s kitchen.
The diverse menu includes enchiladas, guacamole, verde, tacos and other options that tease the taste buds. Looking
for something light? Ay Chihuahua also offers several types of soup including its popular seafood soup.
Ay Chihuahua offers dairy and meat free options, making it both vegetarian and vegan friendly. While the restaurant
is kid friendly, it also serves alcohol. To top it all off, Ay Chihuahua has free Wi-Fi for its guests keeping you connected
while enjoying truly mouth-watering Latin cuisine!
Written by Basra Arte
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Kids' weekly

JULY

Held at City Centre Library
Tues

wed

PJ Storytime

Toddler Time

July 8 - Aug 26
7-7:30pm
All Ages
Drop-in

Thurs

11:30am-12pm
13-36 months
Drop-in

Baby Time
10:30-11am
1-12 months
Drop-in

Fri

Sat

If You Give a
Kid a Muffin
10-10:30am
0-5 years
Drop-in

Snacks included!

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

Surrey Urban
Farmers Market

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

Surrey Pride
Festival

6

7

8

12-5pm
Holland Park

Community
Conversation

3

5-8pm
Old Grosvenor Road
School Site
Community Barbecue
– share your ideas for
temporary uses of the site!

9

Surrey Urban
Farmers Market

Friday

10

14

15

16

Community Safety
Breakfast

Saturday

4

Museum Team

2-2:30pm
City Centre Library
Children discover Surrey’s
history through hands-on
artefacts, archival photographs
and take-home crafts

Family LEGO Club

Quattro Street
Fair

5

Noon-4pm
Whalley Blvd.
between 108 Ave. &
107A Ave
Crafters, food,
entertainment

11

12

2-4pm
City Centre Library
Drop in. All ages

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

13

July 5 - Aug 23
11-11:30am
All Ages
Drop-in

JULY 2014

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Sunday

Saturday
Stories

17

18

Fusion Fest

19

11am-10pm
Holland Park
Food, Entertainment &
Culture

7:30-9am
Knight & Day Restaurant
For further info, contact
604.580.2321

Surrey Urban
Farmers Market

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

Fusion Fest

20

21

22

11am-10pm
Holland Park
Food, Entertainment
& Culture

27

Surrey Urban
Farmers Market

23

24

29

Surrey Urban
Farmers Market

30

25

26

4:30-7:30pm
St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave.
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Takeout

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

28

Perogy Supper

31

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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Kids' weekly

AUGUST

Held at City Centre Library
Tues

wed

PJ Storytime

Toddler Time

July 8 - Aug 26
7-7:30pm
All Ages
Drop-in

11:30am-12pm
13-36 months
Drop-in

Thurs

Fri

Sat

If You Give a
Kid a Muffin

Baby Time
10:30-11am
1-12 months
Drop-in

Saturday
Stories

10-10:30am
0-5 years
Drop-in

July 5 - Aug 23
11-11:30am
All Ages
Drop-in

Snacks included!

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

AUG 2014
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Movies Under the Stars
Fun starts at 5pm
Holland Park
Movie: Despicable Me 2

3

4

5

6

Surrey Urban Farmers Market

7

8

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

10

11

12

13

Fun starts at 5pm
Holland Park
Movie: Rio 2

14

15

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

18

19

20

Surrey Urban Farmers Market

21

22

Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

24

Eat, Play, Live Well
Street Fair

25

26

11am-4pm
Phoenix Centre (13686
94Ave)

www.downtownsurreybia.com

27

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
Noon-5pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
www.surreymarket.org

604.580.2321

16

Movies Under the Stars
Fun starts at 5pm
Holland Park
Movie: The Lego Movie

Surrey Urban Farmers Market

17

9

Movies Under the Stars

23

Movies Under the Stars
Fun starts at 5pm
Holland Park
Movie: Frozen

28

Perogy Supper

29

30

4:30-7:30pm
St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave.
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Takeout

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Come to this family friendly outdoor picnic celebration
& talk about designing public spaces in the neighbourhood...

by temporarily transforming the local space

FREE BBQ KIDS ACTIVITIES MUSIC FUN & GAMES
featuring an interactive workshop by students from sfu’s urban studies program

THURSDAY, JULY 3 5PM - 8PM

GROSVENOR ROAD OPEN SPACE
GROSVENOR RD & WHALLEY BLVD

For more information
call 604-580-2321
Hosted by
Whalley Community Association
and the Downtown Surrey BIA

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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MEET OUR INTERNS!

Each summer, the Downtown Surrey
Business Improvement Association
hires a number of Co-op students
to assist with a variety of research
reports, special projects, and
community events. This summer,
we are pleased to welcome eight
SFU students chosen from over 150
applicants.
Over the past two months, they
have been busy surveying local
businesses regarding safety concerns,
panhandling, transit and sustainability
practises.
They have organized two community
clean-ups and helped with two

www.downtownsurreybia.com

community events (Surrey Fest
Downtown and Whalley’s Corner
Community Festival).
They filmed a discussion with longtime residents on the history of
Whalley.
They have worked on a variety of
social media projects.
One of the students is assisting with
Beats on the Streets, Surrey 10k,
scheduled for Saturday, September 6.
From a variety of study areas
(Communications, School of
Interactive Arts + Technology,

604.580.2321

Psychology, Criminology, Public
Policy, and Geography) they bring
new perspectives to ongoing issues
in the area. They also provide a young
energy and can-do attitude.
The DSBIA receives funding for
a number of the positions from
Service Canada and we would like to
acknowledge our MP, Jasbir Sandhu
for his help in securing funding each
year to hire Co-op students.
You will see them at numerous events
throughout the summer (usually
wearing bright yellow Movies Under
the Stars shirts). Make sure you say
hello.

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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ALEX DIBNAH

ALEXIS TYLLER

Alex Dibnah is a 2nd year Criminology
Student at SFU and is one of eight
student interns with the Downtown
Surrey Business Improvement
Association. Alex is also a squash
enthusiast whose interest in pursuing
a law degree has shifted towards
municipal level crime prevention work
since starting this job.

Alexis Tyller is the Marketing &
Communications Intern at the DSBIA
this summer. With three years as
an SFU Communications major
completed, Alexis is excited to be
applying her knowledge in diverse
projects at the BIA.

Her main project will focus on finding
ways to decrease panhandling in
Downtown Surrey. Local media has
already highlighted the project in
newspaper articles, radio interviews
and even a television spot on the
nightly news!

ESTHER YOUNG

“I wanted to be a part of improving
the city I grew up in and love.” It is
this passion that drives Alexis. She is
working on our newsletters “What’s
Up Downtown” and “The New View”
as well as the “Did You Know” blog,
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
pages.

Alex is also working with the Surrey
RCMP to start a Business Connect
program for members of the DSBIA.

In the short time with the DSBIA
Alexis has fallen in love with
marketing and hopes to start a career
in this field after graduation.

Alex wanted a practical way to
encourage businesses to report
crime. She has created a Report Crime
Key Chain for business owners. Now
owners and staff have a quick and
easy way to find contact the RCMP
Non-Emergency line as well as 911.

Studious, innovative, motivated, and
an explorer – Alexis’ qualities reflect
her ability to tackle any given task at
the DSBIA this summer. She’s sure to
make a big splash in the marketing
field, but not before she achieves her
dream of studying in Australia.

Written by Basra Arte

Written by Abby Wong

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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Esther is always on her feet, ready to
tackle any project thrown her way.
She is a joint business and design
major in her fourth year at SFU, and
now summer intern with the DSBIA.
Esther’s strong design skills and
work ethic help her play a major
part in branding community events.
Esther creates posters, flyers, and
ads to promote Downtown Surrey.
Her projects include Surrey Fest,
Whalley’s Corner Community Festival,
Beats on the Streets, Community
Conversations, and Steak in the City.
Esther has also designed key
chains to encourage businesses to
report crime and pamphlets to raise
awareness about panhandling.
In her spare time she produces
videos, hikes, and snowboards. Esther
feels her work with the DSBIA is a
great opportunity to discover her
passion.
Keep an eye out on more of Esther’s
refreshing designs and videos!
Written by Wendy Lu

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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BASRA ARTE

JANILAINE TSUI

WENDY LU

Safety Intern Basra Arte has become
a bit of an expert on the Downtown
Surrey area. The SFU Master’s student
had has surveyed over 180 businesses
in the past few weeks for the BIA’s
annual Safety Audit. The audit is
Basra’s biggest project this summer.
Her goal is to find out whether or not
street-level businesses feel safer than
last year. Besides the audit, Basra
will also be working closely with our
CEO, Elizabeth Model, on a variety
economic development projects.

Janilaine just couldn’t stay away! She
is back at the Downtown Surrey BIA
for the second time. In September
2012, Janilaine worked at the DSBIA
doing public relations.

It has been a very busy month for
Wendy Lu, a 2nd year SFU student
in the School of Interactive Arts
and Technology. As a Graphic and
Web Design intern with the DSBIA,
Wendy has already designed two
newsletters, a fully functional
website, and numerous posters.

Basra already has an honours degree
in Political Science, and is currently
working on her Masters of Public
Policy. Basra is a people person,
which may be due to growing up in a
large family with 12 siblings.
With a bubbly personality and a
bright smile, she is already a master
at engaging people of all ages.
Written by Alex Dibnah

This summer, the 4th year
communications student from SFU
is back. With her experience and
enthusiasm in public relations and
event planning, Janilaine is the
right person to help promote the
upcoming Beats on the Streets:
Surrey’s 10 K run in September 2014.
She will also help with our Eat, Play,
Live Well event.
When she isn’t focused on public
relations work, she is a fan of crime
shows. Janilaine is a volunteer with
AIESEC. This international not-forprofit organization encourages young
people to develop themselves into
global leaders and make a difference
to society.
Written by Maureen Solmundson

At events you will find Wendy
behind her camera, her keen eye
hunting for the perfect shot. Even
though photography is a new hobby
for Wendy her creative skills have
already landed her a Canon Canada
Photography Award. When she isn’t
busy taking artistic photos, she loves
to draw and watch Game of Thrones.
It’s no surprise that Wendy is able to
keep up and excel at this demanding
job because she is a unicorn designer
– a rare designer who excels at so
many skills that she might as well
be mythical. Watch out for all of her
beautifully crafted work this summer!
Written by Esther Young

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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ABBY WONG
Abby Wong is the DSBIA’s current Special Events Intern. Abby is involved with
the summer roster of special events, including Surrey Fest and Movies Under
the Stars. Her organizational skills and can-do attitude will keep everything
running smoothly to help ensure everyone has a fantastic time.
When she is not busy tracking down entertainment or calling sponsors, Abby
is a psychology major and honours student at Simon Fraser University. She
is also a people-person who plans to channel her passion for working with
people into a career as a counsellor.
What does she think about working with DSBIA? “Even though my time here
has been short, I’ve learned so much and used my skills in a way I’ve never
thought possible. ”
Whether you bump into her working events this summer or see her at the SFU
Surrey campus, one thing is for certain: you can expect great things from this
bright young woman.
Written by Alexis Tyller

MAUREEN SOLMUNDSON
Maureen Solmundson is our Sustainability Education Intern at the DSBIA. She
is a fourth year Geography Business student at SFU. Her passion for marine
animals and the environment led her to complete an Urban Studies Certificate
at SFU and her current position at the DSBIA.
Maureen’s main project is to setup up a new website and “green office kit”
for local businesses to learn about the benefits of sustainability in the work
place. The kits will provide businesses with resources to start being more
sustainable in their daily routines. She also hopes to build awareness by
talking with local business owners.
Maureen’s other projects include a transportation study, options for secure
bike parking, and possible alternatives to garbage dumpsters.
In her spare time, Maureen loves to read about urban issues, watch crimedramas like Criminal Minds, and cruise on her new lavender coloured bike.
Out of the office, you’ll probably find her at the local Starbucks with re-usable
mug in hand.
Written by Janilaine Tsui

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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Volunteers Needed
Downtown Surrey
Community Clean Up
Tuesday, July 22, 2014

10:00 AM Meet at your predetermined
location and embark
12:00 PM Meet for BBQ + refreshments
at Quattro - 13733 107A Ave

Help the DSBIA clean the streets
North of 104 avenue to 112 avenue
RSVP to Alex before Friday, July 18
alex@downtownsurreybia.com
604-580-2321
Organized by the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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604-580-2321
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