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A PARADE LIKE NO OTHER
S pirit of the S eason ’ s D ance P arade is the first in S urrey

This winter, Downtown Surrey will

be filled with lights and sounds
of celebration as we begin the
inaugural Spirit of the Season
Performance Parade and Festival.
It will be the first event of its
kind in Surrey to celebrate the
performing arts in the form of a
dance parade. Spirit of the Season
is also an event that will focus on
cultural diversity by showcasing
ethnic dances of the many cultures
represented in Surrey. By having
an extraordinary winter event
that celebrates our diversity,
our community can honour one
another through the performing
arts.
Unlike other winter celebrations
in Surrey, Spirit of the Season
www.downtownsurreybia.com

will take place over 2 consecutive
Saturdays, November 28th and
December 5th. Each afternoon
will include diverse performances,
activities for all ages, and
refreshments that remind you of
the winter season. Most notably,
Surrey’s first dance parade will
take place both Saturday evenings
at 6PM. The parade will showcase
multiple genres of dance from our
city and around the world, as well
as musicians and other performing
artists. Because of the wide variety
of performances that will take
place, it will be a different parade
each night!

take part in the parade or the show
prior to the parade. Volunteers will
have the opportunity to experience
a brand new event and will help
run some great activities. With
their generosity, sponsors will
help us create memories of a
lifetime for parade performers and
spectators. Spectators will have
the opportunity to participate in
fun activities in their neighborhood
and be entertained by talented
performers, from students to
professionals. Bring your Spirit this
Season and help make Spirit of the
Season an annual family tradition!

Join us this winter as a performer,
volunteer, sponsor, or spectator!
Performers will have a chance to

Written by Amanda Rachmat

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Showing Our Surrey

Spirit

Join o u r D e c o r C o n t e st for y o u r cha nce to wi n
a $5 00 do n ati on i n o u r n a m e t o a l oca l cha ri ty

sending out confirmations, along with
a judging rubric, shortly after your
registration.
Please ensure that your decorations
are ready for judging by November
16th, and that they comply to Surrey’s
by-laws.
Spirit of the Season is a brand new
event that will celebrate the holidays
in downtown Surrey. The multicultural
event will take place on two Saturdays,
November 28th and December 5th
and will include three components:
a dance parade, spirit spots, and a
décor contest. Our goal for Spirit of
the Season is to promote Surrey’s
diversity, local businesses and a sense
of community.
Participating in the décor contest not
only beautifies the area, but it also
shows your business is an active
member of the community. You can
decorate the exterior or interior of
your space, be it a restaurant, retail
store, or office. Be creative- there are
so many different ways to showcase
the holiday spirit.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

Your décor will be judged on creativity,
execution, overall aesthetic and
relevance to a winter holiday or event.
The winners of the Décor Contest
will receive a $500 donation in their
name to the charity of their choice,
in addition they will be awarded a
trophy they can display. Charities must
be located within North Surrey. The
business that makes the best use of
recycled material in their decorations
will also be given an award.

We look forward to your participation
in the first ever Spirit of the Season
Décor Contest.
Written by Maggie Quinn

If you have any questions, or if you
would like to register in the Décor
Contest, email Maggie at maggie@
downtownsurreybia.com. Please
include your type and size of business,
and whether you will be decorating
the interior or exterior space. The
deadline to RVSP for the event is
November 10th. The DSBIA will be

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Spirit Spots
are a great way for business to enage with the community during the holidays!
Imagine the sun slowly dipping
below the horizon as a chill enters
the air. A family walks by eyes
intent on the map in their hand,
guiding them to places of wonder
that will fill them with the Spirit of
the Season.

join the fun. All Spirit Spots and
sponsoring businesses will be
featured on a festival map. The
festival map is available online at
www.downtownsurreybia.com or
in the DSBIA office at 330 – 10362
King George Blvd.

the community. Let’s experience
Surrey spirit together.

Spirit Spots are part of the
Downtown Surrey BIA’s Spirit of
the Season. Local businesses
will host free activities between
2:30 and 5 PM on parade days:
November 28th and December 5th.
Families can enjoy face painting,
arts and crafts, henna, balloon
artists, caricatures, holiday
karaoke and more.

Spirit Spots are a great way for
local business to connect with

Written by Rebekah Maitland

Businesses interested in
participating should contact
Maggie at (604) 580 2321 or
maggie@downtownsurrey.com

The Downtown Surrey BIA will
support businesses wishing to

the new view
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Change is
in the

Air

“A reinvigorated Dell Shopping Centre with a full complement of businesses will
provide both identity and support to the community”
				
What’s happening at the
Dell Shopping Centre?
There are many changes coming
soon for the Dell Shopping Centre in
Downtown Surrey. It will be revitalized
in stages beginning with the mall’s
exterior main façade and front parking
lot area. Changes to the façade will
better define the entrances to the
various businesses in the shopping
centre.
Another major change will be in
the front parking lot. It will be
reconfigured and will incorporate
extensive landscaping into the design
where none currently exists. This
landscaping will include an “urban
park” at the corner of the site at King
George Boulevard and 105A Avenue.
What might be the most convenient
change is the creation of a new

www.downtownsurreybia.com

- Rob Elliot, Development Manager at BOSA Properties
intersection with signal lights with
direct access into the shopping centre
for both north and southbound traffic.
This will be sure to improve the
convenience and circulation over the
current arrangement.
The reason for these changes?
“The building was built in three stages
back in the mid-1950s and is in dire
need of a ‘facelift’ to bring it in line
with the expectations of modern
retailers and customers alike,” said
Rob Elliot, Development Manager
at BOSA Properties. “The general
condition of the exterior is showing its
age and thus these renovations are
timely and needed.”
These upgrades have been submitted
for the required permits and approvals
with work anticipated to begin
immediately – in the fall of 2015.

604.580.2321

This “facelift” to the Dell Shopping
Centre comes as other infrastructure
upgrades and improvements are
occurring in Downtown Surrey. The
transformation in the Downtown
Surrey area is very exciting with all
these improvements and the new
developments taking place. These
improvements are an investment in
the future of the City.
“A reinvigorated Dell Shopping Centre
with a full complement of businesses
will provide both identity and support
to the community” concluded Elliot.
“A more successful and family oriented
Centre can only assist in improving the
level of amenity and local interaction
for Surrey residents.”
Written by Rebekah Maitland

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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DESTINED FOR
THE BIG TIME

A new video produced by the DSBIA that gives us a glimpse into the future of our city.
The Downtown Surrey BIA has a new
promotional video featuring influential
leaders and developers in the area
and showcases Downtown Surrey’s
potential.
With 1000 people moving into Surrey
every month, it is one of the fastest
growing cities in Canada. It will
soon become the largest city in B.C.
Bing Thom of Bing Thom Architects
feels that “When people talk about
Vancouver they’ll be thinking about
Surrey because it’ll be larger than the
City of Vancouver.”
The video highlights recent changes
and developments happening now in
Surrey’s Downtown Core. The new City
Hall, the Critical Care Tower at Surrey
Memorial Hospital and the first three
Quattro buildings have been finished.
Staff are starting to move into the new
Coast Capital Savings headquarters.

The Marriott Hotel is in development.
Central City Tower and the new
government funded developments
served as catalyst for the development
projects in the area. Also, as
Innovation Boulevard continues to
grow and evolve, the area will become
a hub that attracts entrepreneurs and
specialized professionals.
The transformation of Downtown

Surrey is like building a brand new
downtown within an existing city. This
is a very rare opportunity, and one that
the Mayor, City Council and Staff have
been very supportive of.
As Bob Dominick of WestStone Group
states in the video, the creation of a
Metropolitan centre in Surrey “will
become a showcase for any city in
North America.”
Written by Rebekah Maitland

“When people
talk about
Vancouver
they’ll be
thinking about
Surrey because
it’ll be larger
than the City of
Vancouver.”

Visit:

surreycitycentre.ca
to watch the video &
find out more about
Downtown Surrey’s
Economic Development.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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The Surrey Christmas Bureau
Continues to Spread Christmas Cheer

Enjoy a lunch buffet at the Sheraton Hotel’s Fresh Restaurant & Lounge and
$1 from each meal will help a Surrey family have the Christmas they deserve
The Surrey Christmas
Bureau is a vital and
positive community
resource for the
Downtown Surrey
community. This
volunteer-run, nonprofit organization helps
low-income families get
the entire Christmas
experience.
As a non-profit, the Surrey
Christmas Bureau relies on
financial and volunteer support
from the community. One of
their fundraising activities is
Ye Olde Dickens Luncheon
Buffet; this holiday tradition
gives guests the opportunity to

enjoy a selection of traditional
Christmas dishes along with
gourmet treats from around the
globe. It is a true cornucopia of
seasonal delights.
One dollar from each Dickens

Luncheon Buffet sold will
be donated to the Surrey
Christmas Bureau.
With nine dates to
choose from, there are
many opportunities
to take your staff or
family out to lunch. The
event will be held at the
Sheraton Hotel’s Fresh
Restaurant & Lounge
(15269 104th Avenue) from
11am to 2pm on event days.
Reservations are recommended
and a full menu is available
online:
www.christmasbureau.com
Written by Rebakah Matiland

A New Face at Surrey Urban Mission
Surrey Urban Mission has
appointed James Bennett as
interim coordinator following the
departure of Jonquil Hallgate.
Hallgate provided years of
dedicated service to SUM as its
Executive Director.
Bennett will be a familiar face
to all of those with whom the
Mission currently works and
serves. He has a reputation
for being a strong and
knowledgeable advocate for

www.downtownsurreybia.com

those in need in the Downtown
Surrey.
Surrey Urban Mission is a
faith-based organization that
works with community groups,
individuals, and other faithbased organizations.

The organization’s meal
programs help feed over 1,400
people each week, thanks to
community and partner support.
Written by Rebekah Maitland

They offer a light breakfast six
days a week as well as a lunch
on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday for people living in poverty
in the Downtown Surrey area.

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Big Rigs for Kids
Lighted Truck Parade

Sunday, December 6th, 2015 • 6:30-8:00 PM • University Drive by the Central City Library

Celebrate the holidays by enjoying the fascinating light display designed
by local truck drivers. Come out and support the Surrey Christmas Bureau
& Surrey Food Bank.
The Big Rigs for Kids Lighted
Truck Parade will be coming
back to Downtown Surrey in
December for the sixth year in
a row. It originated in Victoria
several years ago, and was
brought to Surrey’s attention
by John White, an editor of
the Pro-Trucking Magazine.
He predicted the community
would love watching seemingly
plain semi-trucks turn into
beautiful representations of
the holiday season. His vision
came true; over the past few
years the Lighted Truck Parade
has become a staple for many
Surrey families.
On December 6th, these spirit
filled big rigs will parade down
University Drive covered in
strings of lights. The trucks will
be stopping in front of the City
www.downtownsurreybia.com

Centre Library for all onlookers
to enjoy, from around 6:45 PM
until just after 8 PM. Truckers
spend hours decorating their
vehicles, picking out the lights,
creating a thoughtful design
and finishing the tiny details.
The trucks will twinkle no
matter the weather, so you can
admire them in rain or shine.
Not only can you appreciate
the downtown core sparkling
in hundreds of little lights, but
you can also experience the
live music and face-painters in
the Civic Plaza at this familyfriendly event. The North
Surrey Lions Club will be selling
hot chocolate and hot dogs to
help keep you warm. Be sure
to arrive by at 6:30 so that you
don’t miss out on all of the
action!

604.580.2321

Please note that the Surrey
Christmas Bureau and Food
Bank will also be onsite, and
all attendees are encouraged
to participate in the season of
giving by bringing donations.
Written by Maggie Quinn

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Filling Tummies for 32 Years

Top 10 Most
Needed Items
1. Large cans of powdered
Baby Formula
Help the Surrey Food Bank
kick-off the holiday season on
November 28th and join them
at their annual Open House and
donor awards. There will be
food, entertainment, and Santa!
The not-for-profit was
established in 1983 to “help
people help themselves”.
They provide biweekly food
hampers to low-income
individuals and families who
live in Surrey and North
Delta. The Surrey Food Bank
does not receive any core
government funding so they rely
on community donations and
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www.downtownsurreybia.com

support and events throughout
the year such as Breakfast with
the Bank and Blues for the
Bank.
Community is key to the Food
Bank’s work. The Food Bank
relies on the community to
raise the necessary funds and
provide volunteers to keep the
programs running to assist
those in need in our area.
More volunteers and donations
are always welcome so that the
Surrey Food Bank can continue
to make a difference.

2. Canned Fish/Meat (e.g.
tuna, ham, turkey)
3. Healthy Cereal (Hot or
Cold)
4. Meals in a Tin (e.g. Pork
n’ Beans or Stew)
5. Canned Vegetables
6. Canned Fruit
7. Wholegrain Pasta/Rice
8. Pasta Sauces
9. Canned and Dry Soups

Written by Rebekah Maitland

10.

Join us on December 4th
from 11:30AM-1:30PM for our
Seasonal Open House! The
Downtown Surrey BIA Directors
and Staff would like to invite
all business owners and their
employees to our office for a
light lunch. A donation for the
Surrey Christmas Bureau would
be appreciated.

owners and professionals in our
area.

This is a wonderful opportunity
to network with other business
604.580.2321

Mac & Cheese

Please RSVP to
info@downtownsurreybia.com
or call (604) 580 2321

Hope to see you there!
Written by Amanda Rachmat

twitter: @dtsurreybia

8

the new view

Issue
Issue 76
83 November
August 2014
2015

Community Calendar

November
2015
All Month Long...
Weekly Meat Draws @Whalley Legion Branch #229, 13525 106th Avenue, Surrey.
Friday at 5:30pm, Saturdays at 3:30pm, Sundays at 3:30pm

Festival of Trees @Surrey Centre Library, first floor from November 19, 2015- January 5, 2016.
Watch for choirs on November 19, 26, December 3, 10.
Maker Cube Meetup - @City Center Library Every Friday from 6:30pm - 8:45pm. Legos and craft supplies will
be made available. Bring your projects to work on. If you don’t have a project, we’ll give you something to work
on. 100% Free for Everyone.

1 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub on
96 Avenue at 2pm
5 - Leading and Learning: Innovative Tools for
Advancing Sustainability in Surrey at SFU Surrey from
7-8:30pm Event is free but register online today to
guarantee your seat!
5 - Bear Creek Park for a whole new #SurreyLightFest.
5 - The Nautical Miles are an adventurous alt-roots
band. Show: 1 hour, 45 minutes. Location: Centre Stage
at Surrey City Hall Contact: Box Office 604-501-5566 Tix:
$28
6 - Brew Ha Ha -Rising Sun Social Innovation Centre
Coffee, Comedy and Art. From 6-9pm. Tickets $15 in
advance (604.580.2321) or $20 at the door.
8 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub on
96 Avenue at 2pm
11 - Remembrance Day at Whalley Legion from
10:15am-11:45am
14 - Diwali Fest Downtown Surrey Tickets: Free Event everyone welcome. Centre Stage at City Hall from 3:00
PM - 7:00 PM
15 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub on
96 Avenue at 2pm
17 - Neighbourhood Gathering & Conversations What
is your vision for your neighbourhood? What do you want

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

to do about it? Free Food Activities and fun stuff for kids
Free for all ages. Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre 13458
107 A Avenue. Drop-in between 5:00-7:00pm. Contact us
at 604-598-5898.
18 - Inclusive City Café – SFU Surrey TD Engagement
Centre (at Surrey Centre library, room 402)
21 - Santa’s Arrival at Central City – from 1-4pm.
Entertainment, facepainting and Santa!
21 - Tree Lighting Festival – Civic Plaza at City Hall from
noon – 7pm
22 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub on
96 Avenue at 2pm
27 - Perogy Supper. St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:307:30 pm. Info: 604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.
28 - Surrey Food Bank’s Annual Christmas Open House
& Donor Awards from 11am-2pm Entertainment and
more!
28 - Youth Engagement Conference from 9am-5pm SFU
Surrey Campus (13450 102 Avenue). Free.
28 - Spirit of the Season – Spirit Spots from 2:30-5:30pm
(throughout Downtown Surrey); Parade at 6pm (on City
Parkway from 104 Ave to 102 Ave)
29 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub on
96 Avenue at 2pm

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Community Calendar
December
2015
All Month Long...
Weekly Meat Draws @Whalley Legion Branch #229, 13525 106th Avenue, Surrey.
Friday at 5:30pm, Saturdays at 3:30pm, Sundays at 3:30pm

Festival of Trees @Surrey Centre Library, first floor until January 5, 2016. Watch for choirs on
December 3, 10.
Ellie King’s Puss and Boots @ Surrey Arts Centre December 19, 20, 24, 26, 27: 3:00 PM December 18,
19: 7:00 PM Running time approximately 2 hours, including intermission Tickets: Adult $28, Senior
$18, Family Pack 4 tickets $85, Group 10+ $15 per ticket

December 2015

Christmas Train Dec 6, 2015 – Jan 4, 2016 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm Take a picture with Santa Claus
and receive a candy cane! With a Christmas activity to enjoy the festivities with family. Also, don’t
forget to ride the train through the Christmas forest. Tickets – $8.50 + tax Bear Creek Park, 13750 88
Avenue
Maker Cube Meetup - @City Center Library Every Friday from 6:30pm - 8:45pm. Legos and craft
supplies will be made available. Bring your projects to work on. If you don’t have a project, we’ll give
you something to work on. 100% Free for Everyone.

4 - Downtown Surrey BIA Open House – 11:30am1:30pm – 330-10362 King George Blvd.
5 - Spirit of the Season – Spirit Spots from 2:305:30pm (throughout Downtown Surrey); Parade at
6pm (on City Parkway from 104 Ave to 102 Ave)
6 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub
on 96 Avenue at 2pm
6 - Big Rigs for Kids – Lighted Truck Parade – City
Hall Civic Plaza/University Drive between 104 Ave-102
Ave from 5:30pm-8pm (trucks arrive between 6:207pm)
13 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub
on 96 Avenue at 2pm
17 - Preschool Christmas Storytime at City Centre
Library from 1-2pm Room 120. Free for children 0-5
years with caregivers.
20 - North Surrey Lions Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub
on 96 Avenue at 2pm

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Coffee

AN evening out with family and friends

Brew Ha-Ha is the Rising Sun Social
Innovation Centre & Art Gallery’s
unofficial opening! It is aimed to be a
mixed-use community space.

Brew Ha-Ha is a brand new event hosted by the Downtown
Surrey BIA that features coffee, comedy, art, and networking!
Brew Ha-Ha on Friday, November
6th is a new event for the Downtown
Surrey BIA. The event will take place
at the new Social Innovation Centre
and Art Gallery. It is the Centre’s
unofficial opening. The evening will
offer coffee and dessert, two comedy
shows, and works by local artists
The shows will be hosted by Colin
Sharp and will feature the comedic
talents of Gavin Clarkson, Shane
Clark, and Ryan Lachance. The host,
Colin Sharp, hails from Vancouver.
He spent his high school years telling

www.downtownsurreybia.com

people he was too scared to do standup, his college years telling people
he would love to do stand-up, and is
now spending his adult years trying
to avoid telling strangers that he does
stand-up.

Palsy and uses a wheelchair, Ryan has
toured Canada from coast to coast.

Gavin Clarkson, a transplanted
Yukoner, now lives in Vancouver. He
is a gold mine as an up and coming
comedian. Shane Clark grew up in
a small town in Northern B.C. and
is sure to be an audience favourite!
Last, but definitely not least, is Ryan
Lachance. While he has Cerebral

Coffee is being supplied bu local coffee
shops in Downtown Surrey: Blenz and
McDonalds.

604.580.2321

Surrey artists, including local high
school students, have submitted
artisitc works which will be on display.

Proceeds will be donated to the Surrey
Food Bank.
Written by Rebekah Maitland

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Engage with your

Community
Neighbourhood Gathering & Conversations
Meet neighbours
Free food
Creative activities for
children
See what Makercube is
making
Free stuff for all ages!

The City of Surrey Wants Your Input!
If you live or work in the
North Surrey/Whalley area,
you are invited to participate
in a community conversation
regarding how to make this area
an even greater place to live.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

What are the strengths and
assets of North Surrey/Whalley?
In what ways can these
attributes be expanded and
highlighted to make the area
more welcoming for residents
and visitors?

604.580.2321

Drop by on Tuesday, November
17th from 5-7 PM to the Chuck
Bailey Recreation Centre
located at 13458 107 A Avenue
and share your vision for the
North Surrey/Whalley area.

twitter: @dtsurreybia

12

