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THE TIME IS NOW

VOTE YES WITH US
We, the Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association, are one
of many amongst a growing list of
partners and supporters of the Better
Transit and Transportation Coalition.
We are in favor of voting YES, and we
think you should vote YES too - here’s
how.
In a few days, you will receive a
ballot in your mailbox, asking you
to vote on expanding transit for the
Lower Mainland by approving a 0.5%
increase in the Provincial Sales Tax.
This equates to approximately 35
cents per day – the most equitable
plan designed yet.
WHAT YOU CAN DO to HELP
1. Vote YES in the Transit
Referendum (if you aren’t registered
to Vote – register at www.elections.
bc.ca/plebiscite/index.html)
2. SHARE this email with your
friends, colleagues, clients and
ask them to share it with their
connections as well.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

3. LIKE “Better Transit &
Transportation” on FACEBOOK and
follow on TWITTER @ voteyestransit
4. Share on social media
with the #Yes4Transit and
#TransitReferendum
5. Check out the Better Transit and
Transportation Coalition WEBSITE:
www.bettertransit.info
The Mayor’s Council have agreed on
a transit and transportation vision
that will ease congestion, fast-track
our commutes, and allow us to spend
more time with our families.
For Surrey and the South of Fraser
communities, your YES vote means:

604.580.2321

• 400 more buses
• 27km of light rail transit connecting
Surrey City Centre with Newton,
Guildford, and the Langleys
• 4 new B-line bus routes south of the
Fraser
• New and safer Pattullo Bridge
• Reducing travel times by 20-30
minutes
• Better roads and goods movement
• More frequent skytrain service
• Projects specific to improving 		
walking and cycling
Find out more details about the
Mayor’s Plan at:
mayorscouncil.ca/south-fraser
With a Yes vote, over 70% of the
region’s residents will have access to
more frequent transit service.
We are a growing region. With one
million people moving to the region
within the next 30 years, we need to
be prepared with better transit and
transportation.
By Kimberly Blair

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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VOTE

YES FOR A

HEALTHIER, GREENER, MORE SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE FOR SURREY
YES TO SUSTAINABILITY
Whether you are a Surrey driver,
transit rider, cyclist or walker, a
victory for the “Yes” vote in the
upcoming transit plebiscite is also a
vote for protecting our environment
and improving our health. Traffic
congestion will be cut by 20 per cent,
reducing air pollution caused by cars
on the road.
Just one city bus can take 40 vehicles
off the road and keep 168 tonnes of
pollutants out of the atmosphere
each year. Fewer cars on the road

will reduce our carbon footprint by
reducing air pollution. This will mean
cleaner air.
Increased public transit is one way we
can help reduce climate change and
protect our planet for generations to
come.

YES TO HEALTH
The “Yes” vote is also a vote for
better public health. Studies have
shown that people who use public
transit get about 40 minutes more
physical activity a day than those who

don’t use public transit.
Also, a “Yes” vote for better public
transit will also mean an added
2,700 kilometres of bikeways and
improvements for walking. Shorter
commute times and more walking
and cycling routes will lead to better
public health by increasing physical
activity.
So, Surrey residents, vote “Yes”
for a healthier, greener and more
sustainable future for our city.
Written by Maureen Solmundson

“Voting yes is the single biggest thing we
can do to fight climate change in our region.
We all get dramatically better transit and
transportation options. Less congestion and
pollution, healthier communities and faster
commutes — especially if you live south of
the Fraser.”
– DR. SUZUKI
Co-Founder, David Suzuki Foundation

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia

2

the new view

78 March
Issue 76
August2015
2014

SFU SURREY’S GLOBAL COMMUNITY

OPEN HOUSE 2015

On March 4th SFU Surrey was jampacked with staff, students and
interested members of the public for
the Global Community Open House.
With a solid turn out, the sounds of
music, laughter, fun activities and
everyone saying they were having a
blast, the evening was a wonderful
success.
The Open House attracted
prospective students, parents,
teachers, researchers, and
counsellors; many SFU students,
faculty, staff, and alumni; and
members of the general public.
Presentations and workshops gave
visitors a peek into the wide range
of programs and services SFU has
to offer. Displays and interactive
exhibits gave everyone the
opportunity to have their questions
answered and a chance to win great

www.downtownsurreybia.com

prizes. It also gave grade 11 and 12
students the opportunity to get a
better feel for what attending school
at SFU could be like for them.
SFU President Andrew Petter
welcomed everyone. Along with
Stephen Dooley, Surrey Campus
Executive Director, Petter unveiled
a plaque awarded to The Surrey
Campus for Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED)
certification from the Canada Green
Building Council.
LEED is a rating system that is
recognized as the international mark
of excellence for green building in
150 countries. It is a true honor for
SFU Surrey Campus to be awarded
this certification of excellence. Their
dedication to sustainability and the
environment is admirable.

604.580.2321

Throughout the day people visited
the different presentations and
listened to main stage entertainers.
Musicians of all kinds, from bagpipes
to the upcoming local band Good for
Grapes, graced the stage. There were
also performances from local dance
groups: The Heather Jolley Highland
Dancers, VanCity Bhangra dancers,
and the Lorita Leung Chinese Dance
Company.
Overall the evening was an excellent
showcase of the amazing talent and
programs SFU Surrey Campus has.
Lots of people had the chance to
connect and network. If you did not
get a chance to come out, make sure
to come out next year and join in the
fun that is SFU Surrey Open House.
By Kimberly Blair

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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SGT. JD
MARTIN
Sgt. JD Martin is encouraged by
“people who are positive about
having a good impact in their
community.”
RCMP District Commander Sgt. JD
Martin’s generous heart, positive
attitude, and lively personality just
can’t help but make you smile when
you chat with him.
Sgt. Martin
been
with
RCMP
Martin,has
born
in BC,
hasthe
been
for
than 25
worked
withmore
the RCMP
foryears
moreand
than
25
in
general
duty,
community
policing,
years.
He has
worked
in general
duty,
major
crimepolicing,
investigations
community
major and
crime
administrative
support.
He was born
investigations and
administrative
and
raised
in BC;
this
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tour in
support.
This
is his
2nd
tour2nd
in the
the
area.area.
Sgt. Martin and his team focuses on
enforcement activity, community
engagement and education initiatives
in the City Centre.
“We’re a project oriented unit” Sgt.
Martin says enthusiastically. They
have identified four areas where they
can have an impact:
The first is a ‘strip initiative’ - along
135A Street, between 106 and 108
Avenues. The goal is to increase
the feeling of safety amongst area
area
costumers,
business
owners,
customers,
business
owners,
residents
residents
and visitors.
and visitors.
The second focus is the very
successful ‘Surrey Central and Transit

www.downtownsurreybia.com

Corridor JFO’ (Joint Force Operation).
With Transit Police they patrol the
transit corridor from Scott Road to
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King George Station
andand
thethe
busbus
route from Surrey Central along 104
Guilford Town
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TownCentre.
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And and
For
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‘Problem Properties and Locations
Initiative’ is the third project.
Problems are identified by Block
Watch captains, general duty police
and then analyzed. The RCMP also
works with City partners such as
Bylaws and Fire Services.
The fourth initiative is the
‘Community Engagement Initiative’.
RCMP Community Safety Officers do
security assessments for businesses.
A Crime Prevention Coordinator from
the City
offers information
offers
information
sessionssessions
about
about landlord
tenancy
landlord
tenancy
issues,issues,
crime crime

604.580.2321

prevention and how to prevent
becoming a victim of crime.
It is the work of dedicated people
like Sgt. Martin, his staff and
community partners that makes these
projects successful and why Surrey
is becoming a better and brighter
community to live in.
Written by Kimberly Blair

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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HIPPIE
With hair down to his hips, a generous
smile, and a kind heart – Hippie Mike
is a guru to many. Skateboarding
since he was 8 years old, Hippie Mike
is an icon in the Surrey skate scene.
He is the proud owner and manager
of Protest Skateboards and Authentic
Board Supply.
Since moving to the Surrey area, Mike
has helped the skateboard industry
in Surrey grow significantly. Over the
years he has made a difference by
creating and organizing many events
that bring the entire skate community
of Surrey together.
Recently Mike set up an indoor
skateboarding camp for young kids to
learn while on Spring Break. Teaching
the children, was a young man who
started learning from Mike when
he was just 7 years old. Now he is a
member of Mike’s staff and like his

www.downtownsurreybia.com

MIKE

mentor Mike, he too is now giving
back to his community by mentoring
the next generation.
This dedication to each other and
the skateboarding lifestyle is
what makes this skateboarding
community that Mike has built so
special.
As Mike explains in one of his Protest
Skateboard blogs, the skateboarding
community is “one of the only
“societies” where everyone hangs out
together no matter what their age,
which benefits the young kids to have
more mentorship in their lives and
help them grow up faster with extra
guidance.”
His writing ranges from blogs about
skateboarding insights, to blogs
about how to navigate this skate
course we call life.

604.580.2321

Mike is always doing something
to reach out to and or gather the
community. Whether it be blogging,
video premieres at the store, camps,
contests, he is as dedicated as one
can get.
His dedication he says comes from
growing up in the skateboarding
community and the skaters who
skated with him and mentored him.
He credits skateboarding to helping
him become the person he is today;
teaching him commitment to
creativity and dedication to follow
through and get things done.
The success they have had is
admirable. Hippie Mike is happily
nourishing the future which
lives here, and Surrey is a better
community because of him.
By Kimberly Blair

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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To book an appointment or to
learn more contact them at:
778.883.5087
#303 – 10252 City Parkway
Surrey, BC, V3T 4C2

Rachel`s Wellness Centre
Whether you need treatment
for relaxation or health, Rachel’s
Wellness Centre is open to you all
week long.
Located on City Parkway right near
the Surrey Central Skytrain station,
the centre is easily accessible by
transit or vehicle. There is free
parking at the back of Ranmore
Centre.
If you are an elderly Surrey
resident, wanting a massage, but
you are not able to travel – don’t
worry. Rachel’s Wellness Centre
will come to your home and

Hours of Operation:
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Sunday 1:30pm-6pm

provide you with a Mobile Elderly
Massage available for $50/hour.

massage, TuiNa massage, target
massage, trigger point massage
and deep tissue massage. They
Rachel’s Wellness Centre specializes also provide acupuncture, and the
in the treatment of chronic pain,
mobile elderly massage service.
body aches, insomnia, and sports/
Or go for the combo and get a
work related muscle sprains & strains. message and acupuncture.
They begin with a consultation and
assessment to determine the reason They serve areas in the Surrey
you are in pain and what treatment
region including: North Surrey,
should help you. Then with your help, Whalley, Newton, Guildford,
they will create a plan of how they
Fleetwood, Chimney Heights,
can best treat you.
North Delta, Cloverdale and areas
near White Rock.
Their treatment packages give you
wonderful choices. Therapeutic
By Kimberly Blair
Massage options include: hot stone

GO GRILL
Enjoy chicken? Grill it! Enjoy veggies?
Grill it! Tofu, noodles, seafood - grill
it! It is fun to eat and fun to grill at Go
Grill located in Central City Shopping
Centre food court.

all of Canada. Other Canadian
locations include Granville Street Vancouver, Saskatoon, and Toronto.
Go Grill is one of the latest healthy

At Go Grill you pick from a selection
of fresh and tasty ingredients. Your
chosen ingredients are grilled with
your choice of their ten delicious
sauces. Served to you on steamed
rice.

Go Grill’s first franchise opened in
Muscat, Oman in August 2013. This
first location received a huge
response, with crowds of people
visiting the restaurant on a regular
basis.

Get your grill on 7 days a week. Go
Grill is open during regular shopping
centre hours at Central City.

Go Grill was named one of the Top
Franchises of 2013 from
Franchise Direct.
Now in Central City, this Go Grill location is one of only a few locations in

www.downtownsurreybia.com

food franchises out there. With fresh,
healthy choices on the menu, Go Grill
is slowly changing the industry of fast
food franchises.

By Kimberly Blair
Photo credit: Urban Spoon

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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PARTY FOR THE PLANET
Be there. Surrey’s Party for the Planet
is the largest Earth Day celebration
in British Columbia. Mark April 25th
in your calendar. Enjoy a Saturday at
the Plaza at City Hall filled with free
fun for all ages. The Party goes from
10am to 6pm.

new knowledge makes you hungry,
no problem - there will be food and
refreshment vendors as well.

This will be the 5th Party for the
Planet; the event began in 2011.
The goal of Party for the Planet
is to show people why and how
they can help protect and improve
our environment. Join more than
15,000 people for a day of fun-filled
activities at the party on the Plaza at
Surrey City Hall.

The Main Stage will have a great line
of artists performing throughout
the day. The Children’s Stage
will feature fun and electrifying
performances geared towards
the younger attendees. There will
be a combination of other stages
around the plaza hosting even
more talented artists. Music will be
abundant the whole day through.
The entertainment lineup for Party
for the Planet will be announced on
March 23.

Party for the Planet is family-friendly
and hosts a day of live entertainment,
exciting eco-information and handson activities, and highlights of the
City’s great green initiatives. If all the

Enjoy roaming performers and
over 50 exhibits and booths.
The Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association will be
running the Kids Zone featuring arts

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

and crafts as well as face painting
being offered. Swing by, say hello,
stay awhile and make a craft along
with some priceless memories.
You can travel to the Party for the
Planet by skytrain, bus, cycling or
driving. Civic Plaza where the event
is being held is right next to Surrey
Central Skytrain station. Note there
is free parking but it is limited (in
Parking Level 1 & 2 of City Hall).
For the latest updates, ‘Like’ the
Party for the Planet Facebook Page,
or follow @Surrey_Events on Twitter
and look for the #P4TP hashtag to
join in the conversation!
Going to attend? RSVP on the Party
for the Planet Facebook Event! We
hope to see you there.
By Kimberly Blair

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Kids' weekly

MARCH

Held at City Centre Library
Tues

wed

PJ Storytime

Toddler Time

July 8 - Aug 26
7-7:30pm
All Ages
Drop-in

Thurs

Fri
If You Give a
Kid a Muffin

Baby Time

11:30am-12pm
13-36 months
Drop-in

Sat

10:30-11am
1-12 months
Drop-in

Saturday
Stories

10-10:30am
0-5 years
Drop-in

July 5 - Aug 23
11-11:30am
All Ages
Drop-in

Snacks included!

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

MAR 2015

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Meat Draw

21

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

North Surrey Lion`s Club
Meat Draw

22

23

24

25

26

Perogy Supper

27

4:30-7:30pm
St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave.
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out

2pm
Donegal`s Pub

Meat Draw

28

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

Grim and Fischer

8pm
Centre Stage at Surrey City Hall
604-501-5566. Cost $28

North Surrey Lion`s Club
Meat Draw

29

30

31

2pm
Donegal`s Pub

SPRING SIDEWALK SALE
March 13 – 29 Enjoy great savings up to 70% off during our Spring Sidewalk Sale. Whether you’re
looking for the latest in electronics, games, fashion, home furnishings and more, chances are you
will find it here at Central City Shopping Centre.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Kids' weekly
Held at City Centre Library

Tues

wed

PJ Storytime

Toddler Time

July 8 - Aug 26
7-7:30pm
All Ages
Drop-in

11:30am-12pm
13-36 months
Drop-in

Baby Time
10:30-11am
1-12 months
Drop-in

Fri

Sat

If You Give a
Kid a Muffin

Man in the
Moon/Daddy
Storytime

Saturday
Stories

10-10:30am
0-5 years
Drop-in

6:30pm-7:30pm
0-24 months
Drop-in

July 5 - Aug 23
11-11:30am
All Ages
Drop-in

Snacks included!

APR 2015

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Sunday

April

Thurs

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Friday

Saturday

3

Meat Draw

4

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

5

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

6

7

8

9

10

Meat Draw

11

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

2pm
Donegal`s Pub

Early Years Festival

10am-3pm
Chuck Bailey Rec Centre 13458 107A Ave
Lots of fun for kids 0-6 years and info for parents! Info
604-502-6344

12

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

2pm
Donegal`s Pub

26

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

18

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

2pm
Donegal`s Pub

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

Meat Draw

Perogy
Supper

24

4:30-7:30pm
St. Mary’s Hall
13512-108 Ave.
604.531.1923.
Eat-in or Takeout

27

28

29

Party for the Planet

25

10am-6pm
City Hall Civic Plaza
Tree Sale! Entertainment and activities for all ages.

Meat Draw

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

30

2pm
Donegal`s Pub

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays at Whalley Legion (135A Street/106 Avenue)
Come out and enjoy our great live music and large dance floor.
Friday - 7:30 pm till 11:30 pm.; Saturdays - 3:30 pm till 7:30 pm.
Sundays & Holidays - 4:00 pm till 8:00 pm.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

SURREY CLEAN SWEEP WEEK

April 18 - 25, 2015 Gather your community,
business or school group and take part in a neighbourhood
cleanup during
Surrey Clean Sweep Week.

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Meat Draw

2

3:30pm Whalley Legion

3

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

4

5

6

7

8

Meat Draw

9

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

2pm Donegal`s Pub

Write Here, Read Now

11am-4pm
City Centre Library 10350 University Dr.
Free. Registration required by calling 604-598-7426.
Connect with authors, writers and readers, and learn
tips to enhance your own writing.

10

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

11

12

13

14

15

Meat Draw

16

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

2pm Donegal`s Pub

North Surrey Lions
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast
10am-noon
Kennedy Hall

17

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

18

19

20

2pm Donegal`s Pub

21

Surrey
Children’s
Festival

9am-2:30pm
Bear Creek
Park

22

Surrey Children’s
Festival
9am-2:30pm
Bear Creek Park

Meat Draw

23

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

Surrey Children’s Festival
9am-2:30pm Bear Creek Park

Love-It-Lock-It Bike Education Fair

1:30pm-3pm
City Centre Library, 10350 University Dr. Free! Call
604-598-7426 for more information. All ages event
with prizes to be won! Engrave, register and learn how
to lock up to keep your bike safe!

24

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw

25

26

27

28

29

Perogy Supper

4:30-7:30pm
St. Mary’s Hall
13512-108 Ave.
604.531.1923. Eat-in
or Take-out.

2pm Donegal`s Pub

Meat Draw

30

3:30pm
Whalley Legion

RCMP Shredathon

10am-2pm
Safeway (102 & King George)
Bring a donation for Surrey Food Bank

Human Library Part 2: Religions, Faiths,
Beliefs

1pm-4:30pm
City Centre Library, 10350 University Dr.
Free; registration required by calling 604-598-7426.
Borrow a “Human Book” for 20 minutes and grow your
appreciation for a variety of world beliefs.

31

North Surrey Lion`s
Club Meat Draw
2pm Donegal`s Pub

SURREY INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

Come Celebrate Your Artistic Side! Featuring ticketed performances from Vietnam, Iceland and Canada.
$12 Saturday All Access Pass gets you into every performance (subject to ticket availability) and all the hands-on art activities.
On site access is free to the public. Thursday and Friday: 9:00am to 2:30pm, Saturday: 10:30am to 7:30pm

www.downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia
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Summer Nights Under the Stars
2005
Robots

2006
Ice Age: The Meltdown
RV

2007
Shrek the Third

Watching a movie in Holland Park with friends and family has
become a much anticipated event in Surrey.
Since 2005, the Downtown Surrey BIA has hosted “Movies Under
the Stars” presented by Prospera Credit Union. Seeing thousands of
children with their smiling faces painted, eating fresh popcorn served
by Prospera, watching entertainment or answering trivia questions
while waiting in anticipation for the movie to begin are memories
that will stay with many of us forever.
Choosing which movies to show is an important task and we’d like
your help in determining the movies we will show this summer. The
current favourites include: Big Hero 6, Home, How to Train Your
Dragon 2, Cinderella. Maleficent, Wreck it Ralph and Brave.
Please pick your four favourites and forward them to info@downtownsurreybia.com. Feel free to choose from the list above or include
your favourite movies. Remember, movies must be family-friendly
and under two hours in length.
Here are the movies that we have already shown:

2008
Bad News Bears
Grease
Nim’s Island

2009
Annie
Mamma Mia
Lion King
Hannah Montana

www.downtownsurreybia.com

2010
Wizard of Oz
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
The Last Song
How to Train Your Dragon

604.580.2321

twitter: @dtsurreybia

2014
Despicable Me 2
Rio 2
The Lego Movie
Frozen

2013
Megamind
Rise of the Guardians
Kung Fu Panda 2
The Croods

2012
Toy Story 3
The Muppets
Despicable Me
The Lorax

2011
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Ramona & Beezus
Tangled
Justin Bieber
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