THE NEW VIEW
TAKE A GOOD LOOK

1-2. New SFU building
3. Long Long Table
4. UmbraCity

JUNE 2019

7. Band Bios

15. Scrub Depot

8. Surrey Fest sponsors

16. CEO’s Journey

9-12. Events timeline

17. Making Recovery Fun

5. Community cleanup

13. Alebi African cuisine

18. Fence Art

6. Surrey Fest

14. Castros Tacos

19. LollipopLove & Litter Issue

Simon Fraser University’s
Newest Campus Opens In Surrey
Written by Quentin Benetti
April 25 was a landmark day for the City of
Surrey, as Simon Fraser University officially
opened its newest building, right in the heart
of the community. At 220,000 square feet,
the structure sits within walking distance of
SFU’s existing Surrey campus, which resides
on the top floor of Central City Mall.

Downtownsurreybia.com

The new building will be open for classes starting
in September, and will be home to over 500
undergraduate and graduate students, including
those enrolled in the new Sustainable Energy
Engineering program that launches this fall.

604.580.2321

@DTSURREYBIA

1

Sustainability is a central theme of the new
campus, incorporating SFU’s ongoing efforts
to reduce consumption and waste, as well as
decreasing energy and emissions. One
particular example includes a heat recovery
chiller system, technology which can simultaneously heat and cool when possible.
The vast majority of the subject areas to be
taught at the new building are science- and
technology-based, with SFU looking to
expand its research in the energy, hydrogen,
and liquefied natural gas sectors. As such,
students will study in an environment that
not only incorporates sustainable practices,
but that will provide relevant and real-time
data they can use in the classroom as well.
As far as the classrooms themselves are
concerned, the new campus features a
400-seat lecture hall, a space which will be
used not only for classes but community
functions as well, with the university eager to
create a building that will serve the entire
City Centre community.

“In terms of a favourite part [of the new
building]…the atrium is probably my most
proud aspect,” Heeney said.
The atrium forms part of the 220,000-square
foot interior of the new campus, which is
notable for its open-air concept. The
window-heavy design surrounds the main
foyer, filling the area with light and showcasing one classroom in particular that directly
faces the adjacent road. This room, visible to
any and all passersby outside, was designed
for students to showcase their work on their
Capstone Projects.
The building’s strategic interior design
extends outside as well, with an eye-catching
motif extending the outer walls of the
building. Created by the late Bing Thom and
completed by Revery Architects, the inspiration for the pattern came from the geometric
patterns found on electrical circuit boards –
which reflects the technological studies that
will be a focus of the new building.

The central aspect of the interior of the
building is a vast atrium, which includes a
massive sweeping staircase that is scattered
with plants and trees. Michael Heeney, who
was involved with the building’s design and is
currently the CEO of the Surrey City Development Corporation, holds the atrium in
particularly high regard.
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One Month To Go Until
The Long Long Table 2019
Written by Theona Kennett
Come join the Downtown Surrey BIA and
various members of the Surrey community for a
delicious five-course meal and networking
opportunity at the 5th Annual Long Long Table
on Tuesday, June 25 in Civic Plaza.
Beginning at 5:00 pm, enjoy the musical stylings
of the band Swing Patrol! while socializing with
more than two hundred people who live, work,
learn, and volunteer in Surrey. In addition, take
part in trivia and fun games for a chance to win
prizes and get to know your Surrey.

1st Course: West Coast charcuterie boards,
served with Okanagan apple jam, flaky grissini,
and herb crostini.
2nd Course: Summer frisee salad with local
summer fruits and endive vinaigrette
3rd Course: Serrano and sweet lime panna cotta
4th Course: Vindaloo spiced beef hanger with
cumin potatoes, pickled onion and basmati rice
pilaf

Consisting of five carefully crafted dishes by the
catering staff at the Civic Hotel, the theme of
this year’s meal is West Coast Fusion. The feast
begins at 6:15 pm, and will consist of a family
style appetizer, followed by a salad, a palate
cleanser, a family-style entree, and then dessert.

Vegetarian option: Paneer, cauliflower, green
beans in saffron coconut curry and garlic naan
bread

The menu for dinner is as follows:

Get your tickets today from:
tinyurl.com/longlongtable

Downtownsurreybia.com

5th Course: Vanilla bean mousse, gulab jamun,
banana brulée
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UmbraCity Opens First
Three Kiosks In Surrey
Written by Quentin Benetti

The rain is something that many British Columbians have become all too familiar with. However,
umbrella-sharing service UmbraCity has residents
in Central City covered – literally. UmbraCity’s
service uses fully-automated kiosks to allow
people to loan umbrellas when it rains and then
simply return them when they don’t need them
anymore – eliminating the need to carry around
an umbrella just because the weather forecast
called for rain.
With multiple umbrella-share locations already
existing in Downtown Vancouver and around
UBC, UmbraCity has expanded into Surrey for the
first time, with three new kiosks placed in the
Central City area. They are located in the office
tower lobby, on the west upper level by Tim
Hortons, and on the lower level by Boston Pizza.

UmbraCity sets out to be easy and convenient
for people to use, so that they can access an
umbrella when they need one, and get rid of it
when they don’t. Signing up for an account
can be done at any kiosk, and it costs only $1
for a 24-hour rental – that’s less than a daily
bus ticket! An annual membership is also
available, with a $30 yearly fee allowing
unlimited free rentals.
Once someone has an account, it’s a remarkably easy process. All that’s needed is a phone
number to log in, and then an umbrella can be
slid out of the kiosk, ready for use. To return
the umbrella, it just needs to be placed back
inside any kiosk.
UmbraCity aims to bring rainy communities to
life and create a more sustainable and shareable world. With the amount of precipitation
BC residents witness every year, these distinctive yellow umbrellas, will make the grey rainy
days a little more bearable.

PICTURE
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#LoveWhereYou
Live : Cleaning Up
the Community
Written by Jeanette Lim

The Downtown Surrey BIA is excited to
announce the first community clean up of the
summer on Thursday, May 30th. Volunteers will
be active around the city centre in the morning
to pick up any debris that is in the neighbourhood. Our clean up team will be focusing on the
area from 94 Avenue to 112 Avenue between
Whalley Boulevard and University Drive. Garbage
pickers, gloves and bags will be provided by the
City of Surrey and volunteers will be invited to
enjoy a free pizza lunch at noon outside the
North Surrey Recreation Centre.
Picking up litter is a simple and free activity we
can all do to help curb the amount of waste in
our parks and on our streets. It is also a great
opportunity for members in the area to connect
with one another while working together to
beautify Downtown Surrey. Volunteers from
Phoenix and Lookout Society will be joining us
as we work together to keep our city clean.
The City’s “Love Where You Live” campaign
encourages residents and businesses to spend
time every week tidying up their area to instil a
sense of pride and ownership. It is everyone’s
responsibility to keep the area liveable.
If you aren’t able to volunteer on May 30, consider recruiting your neighbours and organize a
smaller neighbourhood clean-up in your area –
or you can watch for our next community
clean-up that will be scheduled in July.

Downtownsurreybia.com
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Surrey Fest Downtown
2019 Is Only Two Weeks
Away! Save the date! June 15th, 2019 is the 21st
Written by
Victoria
Freinhofer

Annual Surrey Fest taking place in the heart
of Downtown Surrey, Holland Park! Surrey
Fest is a celebration of and for the community where community groups, businesses,
charities, and Surrey residents unite for a
fun, action packed day of entertainment,
crafts, vendors and food! As one of the
largest annual community festivals in
Surrey, Surrey Fest was originally created in
order to promote a sense of community
pride and provide entertainment for people
of all ages – and that mission remains
strong after twenty-one years.
Thousands of excited people attend the
festival each year to be entertained, visit
booths and participate in activities of all
kinds. This year, Surrey Fest will host numerous adrenaline pumping performances
such as Zumba by Dinah, children’s entertainer Chris Hamilton, the headlining bands
Trilojay and Big Easy Funk Ensemble, and
more. There is something for everyone to
enjoy, whether you want to get active, be
entertained, or dance and cheer on some of
the best party bands from Vancouver,
Surrey Fest has it all!

The festival will also feature and
introduce you to a variety of unique
vendors and booths that include local
crafters, small businesses, artisans and
community groups. Be sure to check
out Sweet Legs Surrey with Angela if
you’re in the market for a stylish pair of
leggings; if you’re a history junkie want
to learn more about the area head to
the Whalley History Booth; or if you
want to get artsy for the day, the Surrey
Art Gallery will be holding pottery
demos! There will be many more crafts
to enjoy, silent auction prizes to be
won, information about local businesses, and volunteer opportunities to be
had. Organizations such as the Surrey
Christmas Bureau, the Surrey Food
Bank or Plea Community Services
along with many other groups will also
be in attendance, giving you the
opportunity to establish volunteer
opportunities for the summer.
Make a note on your calendar – Surrey
Fest on Saturday, June 15 from
11am-4pm at Holland Park is the place
to be for great entertainment, crafts,
activities and interesting organizations.

Downtownsurreybia.com
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Surrey Fest
Band Bios:

Trilojay

Written by Victoria Freinhofer

Jay Leonard Juatco, Jay Esplana and Jason
Nickel, also known as the three Jays, represent locally-acclaimed band Trilojay.
Charismatic frontman Jay Leonard’s extensive
CV includes graduating from the Berklee
College of Music, collaborating with chart
topping artists, and producing promotional
music for Netflix and television.

Big Easy Funk Ensemble
Since 2014, local band Big Easy Funk Ensemble has provided fans with spirited and
energetic performances, ultimately making
them one of the most distinguished party
bands in the city. United by their love of music
from New Orleans, the band formed out of a
Mardi Gras party five years ago. Since then,
they’ve taken music mobility to the next level
by blending together elements of funk, jazz
and blues to form their own unique sound.
Together, the nine-member band is comprised of the three-piece horn section of
Andrew Benton (sax), Kevin Tang (trombone)
and Ryan Naso (trumpet), the rhythm section
of Reece Worth (guitar), Eric Stephenson
(bass), Tyler Gibson (keyboards and organ),
Ryan Davis (drums), Jeffrey Kornblum (percussion), and vocalist Christopher Berry.

While also contributing on vocals, Jay Esplana is most commonly known as a highly-respected keyboard player. At six years old, he
found childhood stardom on various television shows, as well as being a half-time
performer for Vancouver’s very own BC Lions.
Completing the band is Jason Nickel, a
renowned jazz, funk and rock bassist.
Successful as he is talented, Jason is an
award-winning composer in both film and
television, has toured on an international
scale, created his own publishing company,
and won multiple awards in the process.
Don’t let their clean-cut image fool you; their
music is edgy and bold, drawing from
elements of both rock and vanguard funk.
Constantly toying with both familiar and new
musical arrangements, the band’s identity
reflects their versatility, adaptability and
devotion to their craft.
Trilojay is the headliner for the 21st Annual
Surrey Fest on June 15 at Holland Park – don’t
miss their performance at 3pm.

BEFE’s funk-based style and sound draws from
a wide range of influences from various funk
legends such as Paul Simon, Jimmy Eat World,
The Meters and more. The electrifying style,
substance and spirit of this band is undeniable, and they will be sure to deliver their
music live, loud and proud on stage.
Big Easy Funk Ensemble will be taking the
stage at Surrey Fest on Saturday, June 15 at
1pm in Holland Park.
Downtownsurreybia.com
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The Sponsors of Surrey
Fest Downtown 2019
Written by Victoria Freinhofer
Thanks to the many sponsors in our community,
Surrey Fest Downtown is returning to Holland Park
for its 21st year on June 15th, 2019. The generous
contributions of local businesses and organizations
in our city have been crucial in making this free
event possible for everyone to enjoy. Both the City
of Surrey and the Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association contribute to the event
as a way to support the community and create free
fun activities for the residents of the area to
participate in.

Returning sponsors Safe Software Incorporation
and Vancity have once again provided significant
sponsorship funding demonstrating their continued community support.

Surrey Fest Downtown would not be possible
without their support and generosity of Telus
Communications Inc, Anthem Properties, Planet
Fitness, the Honorable Bruce Ralston, and more,
and we look forward to our continued partnership
efforts with all sponsors of the event. On behalf of
Surrey Fest Downtown, we would sincerely like to
This year, the Surrey Fest team is proud to welcome recognize and thank all sponsors for their contributions towards making our community a positive
Dawson + Sawyer as the presenting sponsor.
place to live, work, learn and play.
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Community Calendar
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMUNITY
Written by Bonnie Burnside
PJ Storytime: Tuesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM Families/all
ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

Family Storytime: Saturdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM
Families/all ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

Toddler Storytime: Wednesdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive , 11:30am- 12:00PM
Children ages 1-3 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

Imagine the Possibilities: Summer Reading
Club: Registration begins Tuesday, June 18,
FREE for children of all ages at the City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive

Baby Storytime: Thursdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11am Children ages
0-1 with caregiver Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

Teen Summer Adventure: Challenges,
activities, a tracker for your reading, prizes
and more, at the City Centre Library from
June 3 – September 3 – FREE for ages 12-18

If You Give a Kid a Muffin Storytime: Fridays at
City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:0010:30 AM Children ages 0-5 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! Snack included 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

Young Adult Writing Contest: June 3-August 5, Free, submit entries for short stories,
poems, comics, and the random category to
library-teens@surrey.ca

TIMELINE
JUNE 2019

18th Annual Run, Walk & Roll at
Bear Creek Park. Registration is free, however participants are encouraged to fundraise a minimum of $50 for
the Child Development Foundation of BC. 2km or 5km
9am Registration opens, 10am Opening Ceremonies
10:30am Event Begins 11:30am Closing Ceremonies

Downtownsurreybia.com

1

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King
George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

2

Kidney Walk at Holland Park Registration
9am Warm Up: 9:45m Start: 10am Walk Distance:
2.5 km Location: Holland Park https://kidney.akaraisin.com/ui/BCKW19/g/19540

2

604.580.2321

@DTSURREYBIA

9

Surrey Doors Open from 11am-4 pm
https://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/29313.aspx

8

Family Art Day 11am-3pm Surrey Art
Gallery, 13750 88 Avenue. Free.

9

Surrey Urban Farmers Market from
10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

2VBC Bhangra Competition from
1-3pm at Central City

2

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

8

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

9

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

15
15 SurreyFest Downtown
15

from 11am-4pm at Holland Park. Start the day with a
free ZUmba class at 11am, Big Easy Funk Ensemble
performs at 1pm and Trilojay performs at 3pm.

15 South Asian 5X Fest
Whalley Legion Meat Draw at Whalley
Legion Lounge 10767 King George
Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

at Central City from 3pm-9pm https: //centralcity.ca/event/5x-block-party/.

15

16 North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw

at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

West Village Energy Centre & Park Grand Opening
from 5-7pm West Village Park, 13231 103A Ave. Free.

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

20
21 National Indigenous Peoples Day
22

at Holland Park 3pm – 8pm Welcoming Ceremony:
4:00PM Cultural Sharing: 4:30pm - 7:30pm Closing
Ceremony: 7:30pm

22 Whalley Legion Meat Draw
North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw: at
Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

23
25 The Long Long Table from 5-8pm

Perogy Supper St. Mary’s Hall
13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30 pm. Info: 604.531.1923.
Eat-in or Take-out.

28

at Civic Plaza. Five Course meal only $40. Tickets:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-long-long-table-2019-tickets-61521630854?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

29 Surrey Urban Farmers Market

from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

Surrey Pride Festival
at Central City from 3pm-8pm.

29
29 Whalley Legion Meat Draw at

Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

30

Downtownsurreybia.com
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Community Calendar
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMUNITY
Written by Bonnie Burnside
Noontime Notes: at Central City Plaza Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday from July 9 through
August 29 from 11:45am - 2pm
PJ Storytime: Tuesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM Famlies/all
ages Drop-in, free! 604-598-7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
Toddler Storytime: Wednesdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am- 12:00PM
Children ages 1-3 with caregiver. Drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Baby Storytime : Thursdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11:00am
Children ages 0-1 with caregiver Drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

If You Give a Kid a Muffin Storytime: Fridays at
City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:0010:30 AM Children ages 0-5 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! Snack included 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
Family Storytime: Saturdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM Families/all
ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Teen Summer Adventure: Challenges, activities,
a tracker for your reading, prizes and more, at the
City Centre Library from June 3 – September 3,
FREE for ages 12-18
Young Adult Writing Contest: June 3-August 5,
Free, submit entries for short stories, poems, comics,
and the random category to library-teens@surrey.ca

TIMELINE
JULY 2019

FVDED in the PARK
Holland Park Info: fvdedinthepark.com

Whalley’s Corner Community Festival
from 11am-3pm at 108 Ave/King George Blvd/Grosvenor Road.

Downtownsurreybia.com

3

#WhalleyWednesday
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

6

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

6

FVDED in the PARK
Holland Park Info: fvdedinthepark.com

5

6
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North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George
Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

9

Teen Movie Sip, Snack, n’ See
View ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ to celebrate Asian Heritage
Month – 1:30pm-3:30pm, FREE drop-in for teens, with
snacks and bubble tea included – at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive

7

#WhalleyWednesday
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

10

Community Picnic in Bridgeview
from 5:30-7:30pm Free hot dogs while they last.
Bouncy castle, and more!

11

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

6

11 Downtown Surrey BIA Community Safety Lunch

at 12noon at St. Mary’s Hall on 108 Ave.. No charge for
DSBIA members. Please register through Event Brite.

13 Glitter Unicorn Festival
13

from 11am-2pm at Forsyth Park. Arts & Crafts, Entertainment. Fundraiser for Surrey Food Bank. Bring your
empty bottles and cans.

13 Whalley Legion Meat Draw
North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

14

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

16 Teen Science Lab
#WhalleyWednesday
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

17

How to make dye from plants, with Karen Cancino –
1:30pm-4:30pm, FREE for teens at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, register at library-teens@surrey.ca

20 Surrey Urban Farmers Market from 10am-2pm at
Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

Fusion Fest at Holland Park
11am-10pm 150 Cultural/Food pavilions, 6
stages of entertainment.

Fusion Fest at Holland Park
11am-10pm 150 Cultural/Food pavilions, 6
stages of entertainment.

20
20 Whalley Legion Meat Draw
21

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

21 North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

#WhalleyWednesday
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

24

Perogy Supper
St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30 pm. Info:
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.

26

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

27

Graphic Novelist Workshop
With comic book artist Lonnie Nadler, 2pm-3:30pm at
City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, FREE for
teens, register at library-teens@surrey.ca

30
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25 City Centre Day

from 11am-3pm, Free for all ages at the City Centre Library

27 Surrey Urban Farmers Market

from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw

28 at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm
#WhalleyWednesday from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor

31 Road School site (behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor

Road/King George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment
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The menu offers a wide variety of food. Whether
searching for a traditional tilapia dish, various rice
dishes, extensive soup options, African favourites
like egusi, and much more, Alebi African Cuisine
has menu options for any customer. For people
who want to try the delicious dishes without
leaving the comfort of their own home, Alebi
African Cuisine has partnered with both Skip the
Dishes and Door Dash to allow you to order their
food whenever you want it.

Explore the
George: Alebi
African Cuisine
Written by Conor Commerford

Alebi African Cuisine is a full-service African
restaurant and catering company. Whether
you go as a family, party, or a business
lunch, Alebi African Cuisine, located at
10694 135A St, right in the heart of Surrey, is
ready to create a mouth-watering food
experience for everyone.

For people looking to host an event, Alebi African
Cuisine can assist with planning the events. They
can help choose decor, help deal with rentals, and
if you are looking for a place to hold the event,
they can even book you a space and time in their
restaurant.
Customers consistently enjoy their experiences at
Alebi African Cuisine. The restaurant’s great
atmosphere makes the customer feel like they are
in a beautiful part of West Africa, with traditional
music playing and breathtaking scenery inside.
The staff at Alebi African Cuisine is committed to
improving and perfecting your eating experience
in every way they can, and customers leave with
the feeling that they received great, authentic
service to meet their taste buds’ wants and needs.

The restaurant offers a unique taste with its
specialized and beautifully-created African
dishes. The menu options are designed to
be shared as meals and can be ordered for
groups of four, six or ten – and they can also
be ordered as an individual dish. There is a
kids’ menu so children eat for $5.99.

Downtownsurreybia.com
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Explore
The George:
Castros Tacos
Written by Conor Commerford

Castro's Tacos is a refreshing
Mexican and Salvadorian restaurant in Surrey, BC, where the food
offered is often referred to as the
best of its kind in the city. The
restaurant, easily noticeable with
its unique green exterior, is
located in a quiet part of town at
13646 Grosvenor Rd.
Castro's Tacos is reviewed highly
by the community. The tacos,
enchiladas, and burritos are their
most popular items, while the use
of spices and house-made sauces
gives the customer’s food a sense
of culture that cannot be found at
other locations. If you wanted to
use these spices for your own
home-cooked meals, you can go
to the restaurant’s store extension,
Castro's Fortaleza, to buy the
spices yourself as well.

Downtownsurreybia.com

The selection of food is not limited
to these choices. The menu
extends its variety to include El
Salvadorian style pupusas (stuffed
corn tortillas), traditional Mexican
seafood dishes, unique dinner
plates, delicious nachos, and more.
For people wanting to try the food,
but unable to get to the location,
Castro's Tacos has partnered with
Skip The Dishes to meet your food
delivery needs. Castro’s also does
catering services, and are more
than happy to discuss what you’re
looking for.
People visiting Castro's Tacos love
the taste, as well as the great
authentic service delivered daily by
the staff. Known for being friendly
and pleasant to talk to, the staff will
make your time there worthwhile.
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Explore The George:
Scrub Depot
Written by Quentin Benetti
With one store already located in Vancouver,
Scrub Depot expanded in October 2017, opening
a second location in the heart of Surrey. Providing
scrubs, coats, uniforms, and work wear, the new
store has now been open for a year-and-a-half,
and is reaping the benefits of its location. Right
across the street from Surrey Memorial Hospital,
and right in the middle of a growing health
technology district, Scrub Depot is in quite a
convenient spot, readily available to service the
needs of its clientele.
One of Scrub Depot’s main aims is to provide
quality apparel at a budget-friendly price point.
With the depot located in such close proximity to
Surrey Memorial, store manager Courtaney says
that most customers come in looking for
garments they can use immediately yet not
looking to break the bank.
“We sell scrubs and clothes that aren’t going to
cost you an arm and a leg,” she outlined.

“We help people put their best foot forward, so
they're able to help others,” Courtaney continued. “If you have a nervous medical student
coming in on their first day on the job, you want
them to be comfortable.”
Scrub Depot aims to be inclusive towards as
many people as possible, with the types of
clothes, in addition to the variety of sizes offered,
looking to accommodate anyone who steps foot
inside the store. The vast selection of garments
available to buy caters to men, women (including those who are pregnant), children, adults,
and anyone in between. The store contains scrub
tops, pants, coats (including lab coats), vests,
aprons and chef apparel, coveralls and overalls,
hi-vis safety gear, gloves, gowns, hats, work
shoes, and various other accessories as well.
Scrub Depot is located at 106-13737 96 Avenue
in Surrey.

These types of clothes are frequently worn all day
long, so comfort, in addition to the low prices, is
another big selling point for Scrub Depot.
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Keir Macdonald’s
Journey to be CEO of
the Phoenix Society
Written by Quentin Benetti

Last November, Keir Macdonald was hired as the
new Chief Executive Officer of the Phoenix
Society, a centre for drug & alcohol recovery and
education. Located within walking distance of
Surrey Memorial Hospital, Phoenix Society is,
according to Keir, a “best-kept secret.” The facility
treats not only addiction struggles but a variety of
other issues as well, such as those related to
homelessness, poverty, and lack of education, and
as such requires a strong leader at the helm.
Keir brings a wealth of education and experience
in the field, having worked for several years as the
Deputy Executive Director and then Chief Operating Officer of the Lookout Society, an institution
that helps adults who cope with a wide variety of
challenges including mental illness, addictions,
and chronic health conditions. Keir’s extensive
knowledge of the housing and health services in
the province has made him a natural fit for the
CEO role at Phoenix.
“I am excited to work with the exceptional management team and staff to help the organization
meet the challenges of the next decade,” he said.

Downtownsurreybia.com

Keir was chosen as the new CEO after an extensive search process conducted by consulting firm
Harbour West. After a ten-person long-list of
candidates, and then a five-person shortlist, Keir
was chosen for Phoenix’s chief executive role. Keir
embodies the Phoenix Society’s mission and
values, thanks in large part to his stint at Lookout
but also because of his internship with the UN
Commission for Human Rights. As someone with
such wide-reaching experience in the field, he
was recommended by Harbour West as an ideal fit
for Phoenix’s new CEO.
Keir’s educational background centres around
legal practice, in particular human rights law and
social justice. He has two undergraduate degrees
in Law and Arts, in addition to being currently in
the process of completing a Masters of Business
Administration degree at Simon Fraser University.
Six months into his new role, Keir’s work has only
just gotten started. “I’m looking forward to
bringing the work of this essential organization to
more people in our community,” he says.
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Making Recovery Fun:
Kristin Macdonald’s
Goals at the Phoenix
Society
Written by Quentin Benetti

Having only started her job at Phoenix Society a
few short weeks ago, it’s been something of a
baptism of fire for new Recreation & Events
Coordinator Kristin Macdonald. With Phoenix
residents taking part in a large community
event immediately after she joined, it’s been a
restless—and rewarding—first few weeks.
“I have been with Phoenix for only a short time
so far but I have already seen the connections
that have been have established, and are
continuing to be established, with the Surrey
community,” she said. “The participation and
enthusiasm from the residents…made it
evident that the sense of “giving back to the
community” holds very true to Phoenix Society.”
Having previously worked inside a hospital,
Kristin missed the recreational and front-line
aspects of working with people in recovery. At
Phoenix, she says she is looking forward to
being more directly involved with the residents
and encouraging them to participate in recreation activities and community events.

Downtownsurreybia.com

“There already is a presence of participation
from many, but I believe that there can be more
done to increase motivation and excitement to
include more Phoenix residents in these opportunities,” she said.
One of Kristin’s main objectives at Phoenix is
using physical recreation as a means of therapy
and improving residents’ mental health.
Passionate about sports and personal training in
her daily life, she aims to bring physical activity
into Phoenix’s residents’ lives as well – in other
words, ‘creating fun’ in the recovery process.
“One goal I would like to accomplish at Phoenix
is to get more of the residents involved and
participating in recreation activities and community events,” she commented. “I am really
excited to be able to share my passion of
recreation and physical activity with the
residents at Phoenix Society.”
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Fences: More Than
Just Chain Links
Written by Maja Lampa

Starting in July, the Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association will partner with
members of the community, like you, to do two
fence art projects in Downtown Surrey. The first
art project will be located along 135A Street
between 106 and 108 Avenue, and the other will
be around the temporary housing on 105 Avenue.
But what exactly is fence art? Is it like a mural?
Well, not exactly.
Fence art is created directly on fences using lots of
different materials, and often recycled materials.
So, it is not like a mural because it uses so much
more than just paint. Recycled bottles, old CDs
and strips of plastic ribbon help transform mundane fences into a place for art to flourish. Yet, it is
like a mural because it makes neighborhoods
beautiful and welcoming. Fence art will brighten
up the boring chain link fence here in Whalley in a
way that means something to the community…because it will be created by the community.
Downtownsurreybia.com

Community art projects say something about the
area that they are in: they say that the community
cares, that the community wants to take care of its
neighborhood, and that the community wants it
to be beautiful. The DSBIA promotes loving where
you work, live and learn and what better way to
show how much you love working, living, and
learning in downtown Surrey than to help us give
some old, drab chain link fence a revival?
The DSBIA would like to formally invite you to join
us in creating the next beautiful community art
project here in Surrey. Two professional artists will
be leading four workshops and teaching their
techniques to participants. If you love painting,
creating or just want to be a part of making our
corner of this city more beautiful, make sure to
reach out to Maja Lampa at the Downtown Surrey
Business Improvement Association by email
maja@downtownsurreybia.com or by phone at
604.580.2321.
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#LollipopLove
Written by Theona Kennett

Do you love Downtown Surrey? Then come on down to
#LollipopLove, an event hosted by the Downtown Surrey
Business Improvement Association (DSBIA) on Tuesday,
June 11th in the London Drugs parking lot. From 11:30 am
to 1:30 pm, help celebrate and spread the love for the local
Surrey area by listening to music, enjoying a free sweet
treat, and socializing with your peers. Before you leave,
remember to take a selfie with the #LOVE ball, and share it
on social media with a message about why you love Surrey.
For years, the Downtown Surrey BIA has been committed
to putting on events that help activate and promote the
Surrey community. In the past, the DSBA has put on events
such as the Pop-Up Beach, #WhalleyWednesdays, and
Sweet Surrey. Along with these events, the DSBIA strives to promote the message “love where you
live, work, learn and volunteer”. What better way to show love for your community than by coming
out for two hours of music, candy and socializing?
Are you interested in this event but busy on Tuesday, June 11th? Have no fear, #LollipopLove will
return in July and August! For updates on future event dates and times, make sure to follow us on
Twitter (@dtsurreybia), Facebook (@DowntownSurreyBIA), and Instagram (@dtsurrey).

Don’t Litter: A Big Issue At
Surrey Central Skytrain Station
Written by Jeanette Lim
Litter is constantly everywhere we go. This summer, the DSBIA is working
on a project to decrease and prevent the litter around our Skytrain
stations. We are partnering with the City of Surrey to come up with ways
to reduce litter through education, as well as reaching out to businesses
to use visual prompts on their food packages to remind people to use
the receptacles available. We are looking forward to having businesses in
the area lead the way to affect positive change.
This project aims to shift the community’s attitude of sustainability:
Instead of just keeping waste off the streets, it is important that we think
about being active earth keepers. Composting and recycling materials
will reduce the need to consume precious resources, thus saving energy
and protecting natural habitats for future generations.
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