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Our Surrey Vision
Written by Mai Nguyen &
Hussein Elhagehassan
What were you doing the last time you
visited Downtown Surrey? Attending SFU or
KPU? Doing business at City Hall? Getting on
the Skytrain? Eating at one of the 100+
restaurants in the area?

downtownsurreybia.com

What would make you visit your Downtown
more often? What would make Downtown
Surrey your home, your favorite place to come
and stay? We want to talk to everyone – people
of all ages, from all ethnic backgrounds and
from all the Town Centres within Surrey – even
people who live in the neighbouring cities.
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This summer and fall, the Downtown Surrey
BIA is doing a project called 20/20 Our Surrey
Vision. Several SFU interns are conducting this
project. They will be visiting a variety of
festivals, conducting pop-up information tents
at local parks and businesses, and hosting
workshops for interested groups. People will
have the opportunity to fill out the survey
onsite or later online through the website.
Project participants will identify the strengths
of Downtown Surrey and come up with ideas
to build on them. There are two major universities and a variety of colleges located within
Downtown Surrey – bright young minds are a
definite asset to the vitality of downtown.
How can we build on this?
You are the expert in what you want in your
downtown so your ideas are needed. From the
youth to seniors, marginalized and minorities,
we want to work closely with all to ensure that
we know what the community wants.

What is your DREAM Downtown? This is your
chance to share your vision of Downtown
Surrey. Downtown Surrey is in transition –
some changes will be quicker than others,
some will take decades. So think of what would
make your next visit more interesting, unique
or fun. Imagine what your Downtown could
look like in the future.
We want your vision and your unique voice.
The Downtown Surrey BIA wants to speak with
you to ensure all voices are heard.
To learn more about the 20/20 Our Surrey
Vision, keep up with our events as well as fill
out our survey, go to oursurreyvision.com. If
you would like a workshop set up with your
group, you can contact the lead interns at
hussein@downtownsurreybia.com or
mai@downtownsurreybia.com.

What’s missing and what would we need to
improve the quality of life in Downtown
Surrey? Is it something big like a performing
arts centre that would attract touring Broadway musicals or something small like better
quality bike racks? Is it better accessibility and
transportation throughout the area or more
activities and programming for all ages to
participate in?

THETAKENEW
VIEW
A GOOD LOOK
330 - 10362 King George Blvd., Surrey, BC V3T 2W5
Telephone: (604) 580-2321 | Fax: (604) 580.6321
Website: downtownsurreybia.com | Twitter: @dtsurreybia
Comments, questions, or story ideas can be directed to:
info@downtownsurreybia.com
Publisher: Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association
Publishing Director: Quentin Benetti
Graphic Designer: Howard Chu

downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

@dtsurreybia

2

Camellia Residences: Surrey’s
Soon-to-be Newest Senior Home
Written by Quentin Benetti

Although the completion of Camellia Residences is
still a few years away, the eventual opening of the
building is a much-anticipated one. With five stories
and 117 units in development, Camellia is set to be
the newest name on the block when it comes to
helping seniors live a healthy and comfortable life.
Established by ATL Senior Living, Camellia is unique
among senior residences, as seniors are granted
home ownership as part of living in one of the units.
As a result, residents can achieve greater savings on
their monthly rental expense, which means they are
provided the same world-class services at an
extremely reasonable price.
Camellia will offer all the essential services you
would expect from a senior’s residence. With three
meals per day, weekly housekeeping services, an
on-site medical clinic, and complimentary use of
laundry facilities and activity areas, residents are sure
to be supported and serviced in the areas that are
most important to maintaining a healthy life.

downtownsurreybia.com

Camellia provides several different programs that its
residents can take part in. From outdoor activities
like gardening, to arts activities such as calligraphy
and crafting, to social outings like happy hours and
game nights, there is sure to be a program or two
that everyone will enjoy. In order to promote a
physically and mentally healthy lifestyle, Camellia
will also provide programs such as walking clubs,
group fitness classes, professional one-on-one health
training, while there is also a safe and secure gym
facility available for use. Part of ATL’s mandate is to
enhance the social welfare of their seniors through
the varied and inclusive calendar of events on tap.
ATL communities offer monthly leasing plans for
their residents, which covers basic amenities such as
heat, hot water, telephone, and basic cable, as well as
access to all of the available on-site services. Additional personal care and services are provided at an
extra fee for those who require assisted living.
Camellia is pet-friendly as well, as long as those who
bring one are able to care for them. The
soon-to-be-opened senior residence centre has
something for everyone who chooses to live there!
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Medtronic of Canada: A
One-Stop for Diabetics
Written by Quentin Benetti
After celebrating the two-year anniversary of its
grand opening in Surrey this past month, Canada’s first Medtronic Resource Centre continues to
serve as a one-stop shop for providing support to
those with diabetes.

The resource centre is intended to provide
support for diabetics in between their clinic
visits. Medtronic works with insulin pump
technology to care for their clients, while also
giving lessons on CGM (continuous glucose
monitoring) and educating patients on carb
counting and best travel practices.

With Surrey and Abbotsford having the highest
proportion of diabetics in the Lower Mainland,
according to Fraser Health, the centre’s location is
in an ideal spot, within the Health and Technology District by Surrey Memorial Hospital. The
health authority also estimates that 1.5 million
British Columbians have either diabetes or
“pre-diabetes,” a 74% rise over the last decade.

The goal of this technology and education is to
increase patients’ ability to manage the disease
and thus have fewer complications, being able
to live a better life in the process. With certified
insulin pump trainers and reliable new forms
of technology, the Medtronic Resource Centre
has been a welcome addition to the Surrey
community.

Nexgen Hearing: High Quality
Hearing at a Low Value Price
Written by Quentin Benetti
Although frequently only linked to deafness,
hearing disabilities in fact come in many different
shapes and sizes – they can manifest in the form
of tinnitus or muffled sounds as well. For many
who face hearing problems, however, it takes an
expensive hearing test to determine exactly what
the root of the issue is.
Nexgen Hearing aims to fix that barrier, however,
with free hearing tests forming part of the
company’s mission to provide the highest-quality
service at the lowest-possible value.

downtownsurreybia.com

Located in Surrey’s Health and Technology District
near Surrey Memorial Hospital, Nexgen also offers
online hearing tests and consultations, with a free
21-day hearing aid listening experience trial
guaranteed to all customers.
The team at Nexgen Surrey consists of Customer
Care Representative Caroline and Registered
Instrument Hearing Practitioners Adam and
Oksana. Through all of their expertise and experience, these three aim to help others experience an
improved quality of life through better hearing.
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Surrey’s One-of-a-Kind
Neuroplasticity Clinic
Written by Conor Commerford

With a grand opening in February of 2019, the
Surrey Neuroplasticity Clinic has brought Downtown Surrey its premier neurorehabilitation
clinic. The innovative and well researched
technology, used to approach neurorehabilitation, make the clinic a great addition to the
Health and Technology District of Downtown
Surrey.
The Surrey Neuroplasticity Clinic provides a
variety of services that include: physiotherapy;
occupational therapy; various forms of rehabilitation; and more. Throughout the process, they
work to ensure you can take control of your own
rehabilitation process while living your everyday
life. Differentiated by the use of new technology,
community involvement, and innovation, the
Surrey Neuroplasticity Clinic uses its advantages
to ensure clients receive the best of care.

downtownsurreybia.com

Unique to British Columbia, and only available at
four other locations in Canada, the Surrey
Neuroplasticity Clinic offers HeuroPortable
Neuromodulation Simulator (PoNS™) Treatment.
This 14-week treatment program is a proven way
to help people with chronic balance deficits due
to mild to moderate brain injury.
The Surrey Neuroplasticity Clinic is located at
13737 96 Avenue in suite 204 in Surrey.
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Community
Safety Lunch
Written by Lainey Martin
The annual Community Safety Breakfast will
be happening again this year, but this time as
a lunch! On July 11th from 11:45 am to 1 pm,
join as at the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Saint Mary’s (10765 135A St.) for a free lunch
and two speakers.
First, Ian Henderson from Paladin Security will
be speaking on how to deescalate threatening situations in a retail context. Drawing from
his training as a Non-Violent Crisis Intervention instructor, Ian will teach the audience
about how to deescalate and disengage in
threatening situations.

Next, Sergeant Trevor Dinwoodie will be speaking about his role in cleaning up the 135A Strip.
He is known for leading the Surrey Outreach
Team, a group that focused on building rapport
with 135A residents in order to get them the
resources they need, rather than focusing on
arrests. He will also discuss how this team has
evolved over the last few months and describe
their mandate going forward.
The knowledge our speakers have will be useful
to anyone who has to deal with difficult customers. Come out to our Community Safety Lunch to
learn, network and have a free lunch.

Foodies On
The George
Written by Conor Commerford

Have you seen the amazing restaurant and
food options available in Downtown Surrey?
Join the DSBIA on our social media as our
interns look to reveal the many amazing
restaurants in the area this July.
The content of Foodies On The George will
be presented in two ways:
Social media (Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram) highlights of the best
moments

We hope that The George Foodies meets
your mouth-watering, food aroma, and belly
laughing needs.
The DSBIA will also be posting a 2019-2020
Restaurant Guide later in the month, containing the essential information for every
restaurant in Downtown Surrey.
Keep updated by following us on our social
media pages featured on the Downtown
Surrey BIA website.

A web series where we enjoy the social
aspect of eating, while detailing the
best moments of the dining experience
downtownsurreybia.com
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Community Calendar
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMUNITY
Noontime Notes: at Central City Plaza Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday from July 9 through
August 29 from 11:45am - 2pm
PJ Storytime: Tuesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM Famlies/all
ages Drop-in, free! 604-598-7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
Toddler Storytime: Wednesdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am- 12:00PM
Children ages 1-3 with caregiver. Drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Baby Storytime : Thursdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11:00am
Children ages 0-1 with caregiver Drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

If You Give a Kid a Muffin Storytime: Fridays at
City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:0010:30 AM Children ages 0-5 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! Snack included 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
Family Storytime: Saturdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM Families/all
ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Teen Summer Adventure: Challenges, activities,
a tracker for your reading, prizes and more, at the
City Centre Library from June 3 – September 3,
FREE for ages 12-18
Young Adult Writing Contest: June 3-August 5,
Free, submit entries for short stories, poems, comics,
and the random category to library-teens@surrey.ca

TIMELINE
JULY 2019

FVDED in the PARK
Holland Park Info: fvdedinthepark.com

Whalley’s Corner Community Festival
from 11am-3pm at 108 Ave/King George Blvd/Grosvenor Road.

downtownsurreybia.com
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#WhalleyWednesday: Art Party
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

6

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

6

FVDED in the PARK
Holland Park Info: fvdedinthepark.com

5

6
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North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

10

Community Picnic in Bridgeview
from 5:30-7:30pm Free hot dogs while they last.
Bouncy castle, and more!

11

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

#WhalleyWednesday: Kids Corner
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment
Fusion Fest at Holland Park
11am-10pm 150 Cultural/Food pavilions, 6
stages of entertainment.

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George
Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

9

Teen Movie Sip, Snack, n’ See
View ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ to celebrate Asian Heritage
Month – 1:30pm-3:30pm, FREE drop-in for teens, with
snacks and bubble tea included – at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive

7

#WhalleyWednesday: Move the Groove
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

6

11 Downtown Surrey BIA Community Safety Lunch

at 12noon at St. Mary’s Hall on 108 Ave.. No charge for
DSBIA members. Please register through Event Brite.

13 Glitter Unicorn Festival

from 11am-2pm at Forsyth Park. Arts & Crafts, Entertainment. Fundraiser for Surrey Food Bank. Bring your
empty bottles and cans.

13

14

17

13 Whalley Legion Meat Draw

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

16 Teen Science Lab

How to make dye from plants, with Karen Cancino –
1:30pm-4:30pm, FREE for teens at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, register at library-teens@surrey.ca

20 Surrey Urban Farmers Market from 10am-2pm at
Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

20

20 Whalley Legion Meat Draw
Fusion Fest at Holland Park
11am-10pm 150 Cultural/Food pavilions, 6
stages of entertainment.

21 North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s Pub

#WhalleyWednesday: Art Party
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site
(behind Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King
George) fun activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

24

Perogy Supper
St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30 pm. Info:
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out

26

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

27

12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

25 City Centre Day

from 11am-3pm, Free for all ages at the City Centre Library

27 Surrey Urban Farmers Market

from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw

Y-Dance
11am-2pm Civic Plaza. Come out and dance to raise money
for the new City Centre Y. DJ, Silent Auction, and more

29

#WhalleyWednesday: Move to Improve
from 4-7pm at the old Grosvenor Road School site (behind
Sprite Multi-Media (Grosvenor Road/King George) fun
activities, arts & crafts, entertainment

31

downtownsurreybia.com

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

21

28 at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm
30

Graphic Novelist Workshop
With comic book artist Lonnie Nadler, 2pm-3:30pm at
City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, FREE for
teens, register at library-teens@surrey.ca

604.580.2321
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Community Calendar
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE COMMUNITY
If You Give a Kid a Muffin Storytime: Fridays at
City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive,
10:00- 10:30 AM Children ages 0-5 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! Snack included 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

Noontime Notes : at Central City Plaza Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday from July 9 through August
29 from 11:45am-2pm
PJ Storytime: Tuesdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM Families/all ages
Drop-in, free! 604-598-7427 or surreylibraries.ca

Family Storytime: Saturdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM
Families/all ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

Toddler Storytime: Wednesdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am- 12:00PM
Children ages 1-3 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

Teen Summer Adventure: (ongoing) June 3 –
September 3 in all Surrey Libraries For teens
ages 12 to 18. Free. Register in person at all
Surrey Libraries. Our All-Access Passbook is filled
with challenges, activities, a tracker for your
reading, and more. Complete the activities to
earn tickets that go toward weekly prizes and
summer-end grand prize draws!

Baby Storytime: Thursdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11:00am Children
ages 0-1 with caregiver Drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

TIMELINE
AUGUST 2019

Community BBQ - Holland Park
from 2:00 – 4:00pm Open to all ages. Free. For more
information please contact the office at 604.586.2740.
Organized by MLA – Minister Bruce Ralston.

3

Movies Under the Stars
at Holland Park – Activities and entertainment start at
5pm, movie start at dusk

3

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

4

downtownsurreybia.com

3

Surrey Urban Farmer Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

3

Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George
Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

4

Jamaican Day Festival
at Holland Park from 12-8pm http://www.jccabc.ca/events/list/

604.580.2321
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7
Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind CityHall)

10

Family LEGO club
at City Centre Library| 2:00-4:00 pm Family Free Call
604-598-7426 for more information

10 Whalley Legion Meat Draw
Movies Under the Stars
at Holland Park – Activities and entertainment start at 5pm, movie at dusk. Movie: How
to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World

10

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

11

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

10 Amrit Bains

at Surrey Art Centre from 7:30-9:30pm $15
https://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/27371.aspx?startDate=Aug-01-2019

14 Norden the Magician
Teen Escaoe Room (escape room within time a limit)
at City Centre Library 1:30 – 3:00 pm For Teens. Free.
Register at library-teens@surrey.ca
Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

15

at City Centre Library | 2:30-3:30 pm Ages: 5-12 Free Token
Required ; Pick up 1 hour before at Level 1 AskMe desk

16 Family Movie at City Centre Library
17

2:00-4:00 pm Bring your whole family and perhaps
a blanket and a snack. All ages. Drop in. Free

17 Whalley Legion Meat Draw
Movies Under the Stars
at Holland Park – Activities and entertainment
start at 5pm, movie at dusk. Movie: Lego Movie 2.

17

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

18 North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw

at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

Sounds of Summer - Top City
at Holland Park. 6:30pm. Free. https://www.surrey
.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx

21

STEM Battle Thursdays
in the Teen Lounge at City Centre Library 1:30 – 3:00 pm For
Teens. Free. Register at library-teens@surrey.ca
Calling all aspiring engineers, artists and architects!

22

Surrey Urban Farmers Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

24

22 Preschool Movie

at City Centre Library | 2:00-3:00 pm Preschoolers
Ages 2-5 and a parent or caregiver. Bring your
blanket and a snack. Drop-in. Free

23 Tech Tear Apart in the Teen Lounge at City Centre Library

1:30 – 3:00 pm For Teens. Free. Register at library-teens@surrey.ca Learn how CPUs are built by taking apart some
hardware with experts from the City of Surrey’s IT department.

24 Battle of the Brews
Whalley Legion Meat Draw
at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George
Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

24

at Civic Plaza from 1-5pm hosted by Surrey Firefighters.
https://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/29422.aspx?startDate=Aug-01-2019

24 Movies Under the Stars
North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw
at Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

25

at Holland Park – Activities and entertainment start at 5pm,
movie at dusk. Movie: Spiderman: Into the Spider-Verse.

29 STEM battle Thursdays
Family LEGO club
at City Centre Library| 2:00-4:00 pm Family
Free Call 604-598-7426 for more information
Surrey Urban Farmer Market
from 10am-2pm at Civic Plaza (behind City Hall)

30

the Teen Lounge at City Centre Library 1:30 – 3:00 pm For
Teens. Free. Register at library-teens@surrey.ca Calling all
aspiring engineers, artists and architects!

30 Perogy Supper
31

St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30 pm. Info:
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.

31 Whalley Legion Meat Draw

at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

@dtsurreybia

10

Whalley’s Corner
Written by Theona Kennett
Enjoy a day of crafts, face painting, and games
while listening to live performances by local
musicians and the Downtown Surrey BIA
interns while browsing local vendors from the
Whalley area.
The annual Whalley Corner’s Community
Festival will take place on Saturday, July 6 from
11am – 3pm at the corner of King George
Boulevard and Grosvenor Road.

This festival is a chance to celebrate the history
and future of Whalley, so don’t forget to stop by
the historical booth and check out photos and
facts from the area’s past!
Whalley’s Corner Community Festival is made
possible by the Whalley Community Improvement Association. Jonquil Hallgate and Mike
Nielsen have been key to organizing this event.

Make sure to take a photo with one of several
vintage cars.

Glitter Unicorn Festival
Written by Theona Kennett
Come out to Forsyth Park on Saturday, July
13th from 11 am to 2 pm for the second
annual Glitter Unicorn Festival! With crafts,
games, music, face painting and more, it’s an
event you won’t want to miss. Freezies and
treats will be sold on site, and all proceeds
will go towards the Tiny Bundles program at
the Surrey Food Bank.
The Glitter Unicorn Festival was an idea
created by nine-year-old Ryley and
seven-year-old Chloe.

downtownsurreybia.com

Last year, the girls were able to raise a total of
$2600, with the proceeds going to the Surrey
Food Bank, Centre for Child Development, and
the Surrey Christmas Bureau. This year, they
hope to raise even more money – and they want
your help.
Please bring your empty bottles and cans to the
event – the money collected from recycling
them will go towards the Surrey Food Bank.
What better way to spend your Saturday than by
having fun in the sun while helping your local
community?

604.580.2321
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Surrey Fusion Fest is Coming Up Soon!
Written by Victoria Freinhofer

The Special Events Magazine GALA awarded
Surrey’s Fusion Festival the honour of being the
Best Festival in the World in 2018. Fusion Fest
returns for the 12th year on July 20th to 21st from
11am-10pm at Holland Park for a celebration of
culture, food and music.
This two-day festival recognizes and honours
diverse community groups and cultures from
around the world. To celebrate the city’s inclusiveness and diversity, the event showcases 55
cultural pavilions, 200 performers on 7 stages, and
countless other exciting exhibitors and activities.
There is no shortage of entertainment or fun
activities to enjoy at Fusion Fest. There will be an
assortment of performances taking place on all
stages, including spirited cultural dances, engaging theatre acts, heart-pumping Zumba, and
diverse musical performances of various genres.
For the first time this year, Fusion Fest is featuring
Afropop star, 2Baba on July 20th, and famous
Punjabi-music idol, Sharry Mann on July 21st, as
the two international headliners for the event.

downtownsurreybia.com

Children will also have many opportunities to run,
play and have fun at one of the four kid-friendly
areas. Hosted by the Downtown Surrey BIA, Kids
World allows for children to create their own art
masterpieces and get their face-painted by experienced artists. Other interactive spaces for children
include Storyville, Toddler Town, and Sports Zone,
which are sure to keep your little ones occupied.
Undeniably, authentic cuisine is integral to the
event’s famed success, and there are fan favourite
options to try from each country’s pavilion. Fusion
Fest’s theme “Something Sweet” also allows even
the pickiest of festival goers to find something to
satisfy their sweet tooth, as there will be a wide
selection of delicious desserts from around the
world available. Treat yourself to a delicious dessert
crepe from France, pudding milk tea from Taiwan,
or anything and everything in between.
If you love food, music and culture from around
the world, you don’t want to miss this exciting free
event. Visit the Fusion Festival website at www.surreyfusionfestival.ca for more information.

604.580.2321
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SFU Co-op: A Win-Win
for everyone Involved
Written by Quentin Benetti

The Downtown Surrey BIA, originally called the
Whalley Business Improvement Area, has been in
operation since 2003. Originally spearheaded by a
group of business owners, the DSBIA team is now
frequently comprised by students from Simon
Fraser University as part of their Co-op program.
Twelve SFU Co-op students are working at the
DSBIA this summer, working in roles that involve
marketing, communications, graphic design,
videography, events planning, area enhancement,
and many others.

downtownsurreybia.com

A co-op term is not only beneficial for the BIA,
however, but also for the students themselves. In a
survey conducted by SFU, 94% of co-op alumni
said that completing multiple work experience
terms during their degree gave them a competitive
advantage in the job market after graduation. In
addition, there was a direct correlation between
the number of work terms that students completed
and the quicker they found jobs after graduating.
In getting to experience a variety of different work
environments and types of jobs, students also have
the advantage of getting to ‘test out’ different
positions and roles and develop various transferable skills in the process.
When all is said and done, co-op is really a win-win
for everybody – for SFU, for organizations, and,
most importantly, for the students themselves.

604.580.2321
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Meet This Summer’s Interns!

Each summer, the Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association hires a number of
Co-op students to assist with a variety of research
reports, special projects, and community events.
This summer, we are pleased to welcome twelve
SFU students from a variety of different faculties.
None of the SFU students have worked at the
Downtown Surrey BIA previously so they have
been very busy learning about the area. Over the
past two months, they have been busy surveying
local businesses regarding safety concerns. They
have been tasked to come up with ideas to deal
with the litter in the area. One of the students is
working on a variety of art projects to beautify
the area and another is researching accessibility
issues within Downtown Surrey. They have also
been updating and improving our Restaurant
Guide which will be rolled out later this summer.
The team is also continuing with “Explore the
George”, an initiative started in the summer of
2016 to highlight local businesses. The Marketing,
Filming, and Communications Interns are currently working with a number of restaurants on a
special dine-out initiative.
So far, the students helped with three community
events/activities (Surrey Fest, The National
Indigenous Peoples Day Celebration & Wellness
event, and a #LollipopLove Day at London
Station), planned and marketed the Long Long
Table Dinner, and organized a Community Safety
Luncheon to take place on July 11.

downtownsurreybia.com

They also assisted with a special VIP Panel at
Civic Hotel that highlighted future plans for the
Downtown core to invited guests and the media.
Plans for participation in a variety of community
events in July and August are underway.
From a variety of study areas (Communications,
Interactive Arts + Technology, Business, Molecular Biology, English, Political Science, Health
Sciences, Global Environmental Studies and
Criminology) the students bring new perspectives to ongoing issues in the area. They also
provide a youthful energy and a can-do attitude.
This year, the DSBIA received partial funding
from Service Canada for eight of our SFU interns
and we would like to acknowledge our MP,
Randeep Sarai for his help in securing funding to
hire interns. Next issue, we will introduce you to
our Theatre Troupe, a group of high school
students who will be helping enliven public
spaces and events this summer as well as our
Sustainability Assistant and our Community
Engagement Assistant. The four students that
make up the Theatre Troupe as well as the
Sustainability Assistant are also funded by
Canada Summer Jobs.

SUMMER’S INTERNS!

604.580.2321

@dtsurreybia
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STUDENT INTERNS

MAJA LAMPA

VICTORIA FREINHOFER

Written by Victoria Freinhofer

Written by Theona Kennett

An avid theory buff, Maja Lampa is unwavering
in her motivation to discover alternative theories and creative approaches towards any task.
With a drive and undeniable passion for social
action and community engagement, Maja
naturally decided to pursue a degree in Political
Science at Simon Fraser University, and subsequently a position with the Downtown Surrey
BIA as the Community Engagement Intern.

This summer, the Downtown Surrey Business
Improvement Association is lucky to have
Victoria Freinhofer as its Special Events Intern.
Victoria is currently majoring in Communications and minoring in Sociology. When asked
about why she chose to study these fields, she
replied “I love to learn about why society
functions the way it does.”

“Making the transition from academic analysis
into tangible, real life action has been an
incredibly fulfilling challenge thus far. I find
success to be creating a space that reflects the
needs and wants of the local community, and
further helps the City Centre move towards
being the vibrant and engaged community that
it has the potential to be – and in many ways,
already is,” Maja explained.
From day one, it was evident that Maja was
perfectly suited for this role. With a promising
future ahead, Maja’s artistic, compassionate and
reformist abilities will continue to benefit her
throughout her career.

With only one semester left in her undergraduate degree, Victoria is excited to make the shift
into the working world. After graduation, she
hopes to find a fast-paced job that allows her to
engage with the community and be social.
Currently, she wishes to continue her career in
event planning or public relations.
Outside of work, you can usually find Victoria
somewhere outdoors. In the summer, you can
find her at English Bay or White Rock Beach
with an ice cream in her hand. In the winter,
you’ll find her on Cypress Mountain, tearing up
the ski hills.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT INTERN

downtownsurreybia.com

SPECIAL EVENTS INTERN
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STUDENT INTERNS

THEONA KENNETT

HOWARD CHU

Written by Howard Chu

Written by Conor Commerford

Theona Kennett is the Placemaking Intern at
the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement
Association. She’s in charge of event planning
and helping other interns construct various
initiatives. As a Communication Major at Simon
Fraser University, she enjoys applying her
writing and communication knowledge to help
other interns.

Howard Chu is the DSBIA's new graphic design
and web development intern. He designs
promotional material for events, creates social
media banners, and works closely with the
communications intern to keep the company
website up to date.

During her free time, she enjoys dancing,
cheerleading, and watching movies. Her favorite restaurant is The Keg and Swiss Chalet, but
surprisingly, her all-time favourite food is tacos.
One interesting fact about her is that she is a
dual citizen of the USA and Canada, which
means she often travels back and forth in
between Seattle and Vancouver to visit her
family.
After graduating, Theona’s goal is to continue
pursuing placemaking or start a new path as a
digital and interior designer.

As a game and sport enthusiast, as well as a
fourth year student at SFU studying interactive
arts and technology, his role as a graphic
designer is a step in the direction towards his
prospective career as an animator or game
designer.
Focused on his work, Howard says his routine is
"different every day – I do graphic design for
everyone in the office." His main focus is creating designs for the large scale events, such as
Surrey Fest, The Long Long Table, and Movies
Under the Stars, but uses the rest of his day to
help all the employees of the DSBIA with their
graphic design needs.

PLACEMAKING INTERN

downtownsurreybia.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN INTERN
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STUDENT INTERNS

CONOR COMMERFORD

LAINEY MARTIN

Written by Lainey Martin

Written by Jeanette Lim

Meet Conor, the DSBIA’s new marketing intern.
This summer he’ll be hard at work promoting
various events. Conor is also the lead on Explore
the George and the Restaurant Guide – two
initiatives to market and promote local
businesses. So far, he has been enjoying being
able to go out and getting to know members of
the community.

Meet Lainey Martin! She will be heading into
her 3rd year of Global Environment Systems at
SFU in the fall. After graduation, Lainey plans to
pursue a career in urban planning, her goal is to
help design a city that can provide for itself with
efficient public transportation, high walkability
and a strong sense of culture.

Conor is a 4th-year student at Beedie School of
Business (SFU), majoring in marketing. He
enjoys being able to create value in things
people typically don’t see any value in, as well
as working on and creating projects with his
peers. He is in the co-op program in hopes of
having opportunities that will help his path in
the future.
In his free time, Conor enjoys sports, board and
video games (such Super Smash Bros Melee).
He also enjoys food, and collects hot sauce,
with his favourite one being Pure Poison.

MARKETING INTERN

downtownsurreybia.com

In her free time, she can be found either laying
on the beach, gardening at home or cooking up
something delicious. Her favourite go-to dish is
roasted bok choy and yam with fried chicken
breast, topped with miso ginger garlic sauce.
Lainey is our Safety Research Intern this
summer. So far, she has surveyed over 150
businesses in the community to see what
possible safety issues they have been facing in
the past year. Lainey is excited to analyze her
data collected from the businesses and bring
individuals, agencies and organizations together to enhance our community to create a more
secure setting.

SAFETY RESEARCH INTERN

604.580.2321
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STUDENT INTERNS

JEANETTE LIM

QUENTIN BENETTI

Written by Quentin Benetti

Written by Soma Marton

The newest area enhancement intern of the
DSBIA, Jeanette is a 3rd-year criminology student
at SFU in her first co-op work term. Throughout
the summer, she is working on the Litter Education Project, an initiative which aims to educate
the public on litter around the Surrey Central
Skytrain Station.

Quentin Benetti is the communications intern
at the DSBIA this summer. His focus is updating
our social media channels daily, writing content
for the website, and publishing different print,
digital newsletters and marketing campaigns.
He enjoys collaborating with all of his fellow
coworkers and helping get the word out about
the events and projects they are working on.

With her criminology education, Jeanette is
passionate on understanding why people act in
certain ways. She is interested in researching and
collecting data on how to prevent further littering in areas she observes to be problematic – and
then implementing solutions for these parts of
the community.
A few weeks into the job, Jeanette enjoys the
team dynamics of the DSBIA, and enjoys collaborating with her fellow interns to share ideas and
work on different projects together.
Outside of the office, Jeanette is a competitive
dragon-boat paddler, a sport which will give her
the opportunity to represent Canada in the World
Championships in Pattaya, Thailand this summer.

AREA ENHANCEMENT INTERN

downtownsurreybia.com

Currently studying communications and
publishing at SFU, enjoys what he is taking
because there are so many different avenues of
the industry to explore, with social media,
public relations or graphic design three such
examples.
His goal is to work in the communications or
media department of a professional sports
team. He loves soccer and although he doesn’t
play anymore, he is working through the ranks
as a referee.

COMMUNICATIONS INTERN

604.580.2321
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STUDENT INTERNS

SOMA MARTON

MAI NGUYEN

Written by Mai Nguyen

Written by Hussein Elhagehassan

Soma is the videography intern at Downtown
Surrey BIA. He makes videos for Explore the
George and assists his teammates when they
need videos for marketing. What he loves most
about his job is going to all businesses to help
promote and capture them in the best light
possible.

Mai is a community outreach intern for the
DSBIA and is co-leading the 20/20 Vision
Project. Her favorite part of her job is that it
requires a variety of skills and every day at the
office is new and exciting. She enjoys the mix
of speaking to Surrey residents as well as the
research and office work done at the BIA.

As much as Soma likes his Health Sciences
major (Molecular Biology), he decided to take
this Co-op opportunity to explore his more
artistic and creative side. Although he has not
decided what he wants to do in the future, he
really enjoys videography and is strongly
contemplating pursuing it in the future.

At Simon Fraser University, Mai is finishing her
2nd year studying English and Education. She is
still exploring career options in her field,
however, would love to apply her writing skills
in the future.

In his free time, Soma loves making video,
sculpturing and listening to podcasts. His
all-time favourite food is the macaroni his mom
has made for him since childhood.

VIDEOGRAPHY INTERN

downtownsurreybia.com

In her free time, Mai enjoys reading classic
novels, cooking, and going grocery shopping
for healthy foods. Her favorite dessert are egg
tarts and she loves bubble tea!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH INTERN

604.580.2321
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STUDENT INTERNS

HUSSEIN ELHAGEHASSAN

JANETTE LEE

Written by Janette Lee

Written by Maja Lampa

Hussein is a 4th year Health Sciences student at
SFU who is one of the Community Outreach
interns this summer. He is co-leading the
upcoming 20/20 Vision project, a feedback and
survey campaign using community feedback
with the goal of community building in the
Downtown Surrey area.

Janette Lee is a Community Outreach Intern at
the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement
Association (DSBIA). Her main responsibilities
include communications and branding for the
upcoming 20/20 Vision Project and generally
supporting the 20/20 team.

Hussein’s favourite part of his job is engaging
with the community and meeting new people
to learn about their perspectives and what they
want for Downtown Surrey. He is passionate
about community engagement and getting
people motivated and curious about their
community. Hussain is an advocate for mental
health dialogue, having co-founded GenAi, a
project that hopes to enable people of colour to
gather together and engage in the conversations about mental health and well-being. In his
free time he enjoys going to the gym and
gardening. He’s looking forward to engaging
with the community!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH INTERN
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At Simon Fraser University, she is a Communications Major where she has studied how information is disseminated through mass media
and how positive communication can productively impact relationships and partnerships
within the community.One day Janette hopes
to have a medium-to-large Golden Retriever/German Shepherd cross. She is just waiting for a
point in her life when she is no longer travelling
back and forth between Hong Kong and
Canada on a regular basis to get one!
Janette is working part-time at the DSBIA for
the summer and will start full-time in the fall.
She is looking forward to meeting locals and
engaging in a meaningful way with the downtown Surrey community.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH INTERN

604.580.2321
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astened with zip ties. All levels of artistic experience are welcomed, whether this is your first
time ever doing community art or if you are a
professional artist! This installation is a part of a
larger community art project along 135A Street
which will be unveiled on August 7th and will
stay up to be enjoyed by the community for at
least a full year.

Creating Art, One
Fence at a Time
Written by Maja Lampa

The Downtown Surrey Business Improvement
Association is excited to invite you to join us for
two different fence art projects taking place in
Downtown Surrey this month! The first is a
fence weaving project and the second is a
painting project.
For the first, we will be creating beautiful fence
weavings on fences along 135A Street from
1-4pm on the 4th, 10th and 17th of July! Bob
Ross certified artist, Laura Webb, will be facilitating the sessions and sharing her expertise with
the community.
Colorful strips of vinyl will be woven through
the chain link fence in a fluid pattern and

downtownsurreybia.com

For the second, everyone is invited to join us on
Sunday the 7th of July at the Bosa Properties
parking lot at 104 Avenue and King George
Boulevard (the old Brick parking lot) from
11am-2pm. There will be a free barbecue and live
DJ! We will be painting wooden cutouts together
at the event which will then be fastened to the
inside of the fences around the Nickerson Place
modular housing units.
Both of these projects aim to bring together
members of the community through art and
creativity in a way that leaves a lasting positive
impact on the neighborhood and the people
who live in it.
For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Maja Lampa at
604-580-2321
or maja@downtownsurreybia.com.
GRAPHIC
DESIGN INTERN
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GALLERY
#Lollipop Love

June 11, 2019

Flamingo Teardown

downtownsurreybia.com

604.580.2321

June 22, 2019
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GALLERY
Surrey Fest

June 15, 2019

AREA ENHANCEMENT INTERN
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GALLERY
The Long Long Table
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604.580.2321

June 25, 2019
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GALLERY
Shaping Surrey’s Future

VIDEOGRAPHY INTERN
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June 13, 2019

COMMUNITY OUTREACH INTERN
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