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surrey central skytrain station g e t s a n u p g r a d e

The Surrey Central Skytrain Station doors have reopened with a brand new look.
The upgrades for this the station cost $25 million, of which the federal government covered $3.2 million, the
provincial government covered $6.8 million and TransLink covered the remainder. Kevin Desmond, CEO of
TransLink, said that “with the ridership continuing to grow in the region, these investments will ensure that we
can meet demand today and into the future.”
Surrey Central Skytrain station sees at least 12,000 passengers on an average weekday and its one of the
busiest stations in Surrey. Therefore, the newly constructed station is an investment toward the city’s growing
downtown.
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The upgrades to this station include three new escalators, a new
elevator and two new entrances opening onto Civic Plaza and
City Parkway. The other upgrades include better lighting and
glass walls that are designed to provide increased security.
The station incorporates public art such as a giant, suspended
sculpture of the ‘Sea Captain,’ a First Nations public art piece by
artist, Marianne Nicolson.
Future rental space is available for shops or restaurants.
According to a statement delivered by TransLink media adviser,
Jill Drews, the station is said to improve capacity, accessibility
and safety alongside making it easier for commuters to navigate
their way around Downtown Surrey. These upgrades are also
made to connect the station to the surrounding neighbourhood.
Daily commuters and users of the new SkyTrain station
appreciate the upgrades and changes. A local resident said that
the new entrance is “very convenient because I live right across
the street at [3] Civic Plaza. I think it took less than 10 minutes for
me to get to Scott Road station from my apartment!” While some
commuters had positive things to say about the accessibility of
the new entrance, others had something positive to say about
the way it is built. “Such a beautiful entrance!” “So spacious and
beautiful with the hanging art piece”
The Surrey Central Station is one of seven stations that are
going through improvements and upgrades on the Expo line.
All of these upgrades are to provide a more “seamless” journey
to and from the SkyTrain to the areas they are located in. While
many other Expo line stations are still under construction, the
people in Downtown Surrey are sure making good use of their
vicinity’s newest train station.

written by anindita gupta
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A New Look to the Neighbourhood - elite feet massage

The Elite Feet Massage is a spa tucked away at #101-10116 King George Boulevard, right behind Staples and next to
Fresgo Inn Restaurant. It may be one of Downtown Surrey’s best kept secrets.
Elite is one of the only spas that offer more than salon services. They offer treatments that you can pamper yourself with,
such as full body massages and they specialize in reflexology. They have a widely popular online presence and their
website is very detailed about what services they offer and provides the opportunity to reach out to them with any
questions you may have.
Elite is really elite, in the sense that their website has a ‘blog’ section, which is a recent addition and the blog posts begin
with a history of how they were established in the first place, who the people that run Elite Feet are and how they got into
the field. The blog posts also go on to talk about different massage therapies and techniques, how massaging is beneficial to people, what the science behind some of the appliances and methods they use are and what kind of offers can
be expected in the upcoming months in the area of comfort.
You can find their contact details, services and a link to their blog on their website: http://elitemassagespa.ca/
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c a s t r o's b r i n g s L a t i n - A m e r i c a n s p e c i a l i t i e s o n e s t e p c l o s e r
Castro’s Fortaleza Latin American products is an extension
of the restaurant, Castro’s Tacos. The idea is to have a store
where you can find ingredients to make what you would
normally order at their restaurant. The store is easy to locate,
small, and its size makes it a lot easier for you to navigate
yourself to the ingredients of your choice. It is located at
13567 105a Ave, Surrey.
The store boasts a range of El Salvadorian, Mexican and
Colombian choice of sauces, spices and specialties such
as sodas, plantain chips, salsas and La Tapatia ice creams.
These are a favourite in the Californian Latin-American
community. Other finds in this little supermarket include
tostadas, canned goods and other Latin American
specialties like spicy candies and guava popsicles that are
a favourite to the community too.
People that have already visited and love this unique
supermarket have only good things to say. People love the
variety of products you can find in-store, the friendly staff
and the fact that such a store exists in this area.

written by anindita gupta

c a f e C e n t r a l - A p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e h i d d e n i n t h e p u b l i c library
Café Central may be the cutest café tucked away inside the
Surrey City Centre Library. Located on the first floor, it is a
book and coffee lover’s dream come true. Instead of having
to go to a café and read your book in peace and then feel
the need to keep ordering things to stay inside, you can just
grab yourself a cuppa, or anything you’d like and stay in the
library for as long as you’d like.
Their prices are less expensive compared to the cafes in
the vicinity. So, if you’re looking to spend some time reading
a book and sipping on a beverage in a quieter-than-a-café
environment, or if you’re just looking to grab some food,
baked goods or beverages that are not too pricey, you can
find yourself something perfect at Café Central!
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DSBIA Board elects new directors to come aboard
Randal Dhaliwal o f fasken
Randal Dhaliwal has been a partner at a local law firm,
Fasken, for over a year now. He was born in Surrey and
began practicing here over 6 years ago. He is very happy to be a Board member at the DSBIA.
In his time as a Board member, he hopes to support and
promote investment in Surrey. Being born in the area,
living, owning a home and knowing the area makes him
very sure that he can be helpful in networking with people
nationally and internationally. “This city is my home and I
am very excited about its future prospects,” says Randal.
He hopes to communicate effectively, weigh all options
and commit to progress when facing a challenge from
the many differing visions of what Surrey’s future should
look like. He hopes to face challenges by listening,
communicating and by encouraging compromises.

written by anindita gupta

Sagar Sanghera of vancity
Sagar has been with Vancity for seven years and has
lived, studied and worked in Surrey from the age of
sixteen. Therefore, he has seen this area grow, change
and evolve.
Sagar says that he is a “firm believer in the value this
organization brings to the community” and so is happy to
join the Board to continue to make a change. He wants to
connect with like-minded people to improve the
community and is very glad that he has found a platform
that will help him do so, with the DSBIA.
To benefit the community, Sagar is excited to implement
positive changes in the community by improving on
crises such as housing, homelessness and supporting
newcomers. “I believe the board has the vision and ability
to really bring to life initiatives and mechanisms of
support to address some of these issues,” says Sagar.
While he understands that sometimes, working with many
organizations can become difficult because of
communication and the many different opinions, he aims
to maintain focus on the people of Surrey and service the
city as best he can.
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B o n n i e A l e x a n d e r of s a f e s o f t w a r e
Bonnie has been the Director of HR and Corporate
Facilities at Safe Software for the last 19 years. She has spent
most of her life in the White Rock area and in Surrey.
She decided to run for the Board of the DSBIA because of the
“commitment to promote, conserve and build partnerships to
support continued growth of our vibrant community” that she
hopes to be an active part of. As a Board Member, she hopes
to make a difference in the community, by lending her voice
and “being a strong advocate for businesses to consider
locating to Surrey.”
One of the challenges of operating in this area, Bonnie says,
is that of transit. “How people travel around safely from one
area to another” are things that she aims to focus on and
tackle first. She talks about balancing the needs of our
business community with potential economic implications
from the decisions our provincial andlocal governments make
in this regard.
The main goal for Bonnie remains “to promote downtown
Surrey as a vibrant and sustainable business opportunity with
a transit infrastructure that supports it.”

written by anindita gupta

re - elected DI RECTORS
Here are the DSBIA directors that were re-elected or have one year left on term.
Andrew Westlund – Apex Wireless

Joanne Curry - SFU

Bill Cunningham - TD Bank

Larry Fisher – Lark Group

Bill Rempel – Blackwood Partners Management Corp.

Michael Heeney - SCDC

Charan Sethi – Tien Sher Group of Companies

Mike Nielsen – Sprite Multimedia Systems

David Pel – David Pel & Company

Monica Vanderzalm - Eurocan

Franklin Jackson – Civic Hotel

Shirley Samujh-Dayal - Translink

James Stewart – Hamilton Duncan

Soleman Hashmi – Hashmi & Company
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The City of Surrey aims for a Vision Zero in terms of road-related
i njuries and accidents

Every hour, 1 person is injured on the roads of Surrey. Everyday, crashes cost over 1 million dollars and every month, 1
person is killed because of a road accident. What is Vision Zero? Just that: a vision to see zero accidents, zero injuries
and zero deaths on Surrey roads. This initiative aims to “reverse the trend of rising injuries and deaths on our roads and
achieve a minimum 15% reduction in injury collisions over the next five years (2019-2023).”
Vision Zero, as an initiative, has been launched in countries like Sweden, Norway and the United Kingdom and it’s
success has influenced the City of Surrey to adopt it too. Vision Zero’s core principles are as follows:
• Serious traffic collisions are not “accidents” and they can be predicted and prevented
• People inevitably make mistakes, but these mistakes should not be fatal or result in serious injury
• All aspects of the transportation system must prioritize human life and health
• System designers, policymakers and road users of every mode share responsibility to improve safety through
systems-level changes
• Speed is a fundamental factor in crash severity and should be prioritized.
The main areas of focus for this initiative include pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists, intersections and high-risk driving.
Working in collaboration with their partners, they will take equitable, data-driven and evidence-based actions to ensure
that city resources are spent where they will have the greatest impact on creating safer streets.
A part of this initiative is the Safe Vehicles Intervention and that includes new technology to implement, educate and
enforce vehicle safety. Highlights of this include technology to combat distracted driving, commercial vehicle safety and
enforcement, automated vehicles and upgraded signal controllers. As of now, the city is developing this initiative as a
priority.
The development of this initiative will include various city departments, agencies as well as partner organizations coming together to make the Vision Zero come true, the Vision Zero Surrey Action Team. The city will lead key overarching
initiatives, while partner organizations will lead those initiatives that fall within their area of work. You can find out more on
their dedicated page on the city’s website https://www.surrey.ca/city-services/28420.aspx
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Community Calendar

what's happening in the community

APRIL
2019

APR 06

ALL MONTH LONG
PJ Storytime. Tuesdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM Families/all ages
Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

Early Years Festival at Chuck Bailey Rec Centre from
10am-3pm. Fun and info for children 0-6 years and
caregivers. Free. Further info: 604.589.5873

06

Whalley Legion Meat Draw at Whalley Legion 13525
106 Avenue from 3:30-6pm

07

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

09

Pixel Art Party Chuck Bailey Recreation
Centre, 13458 107a Ave from 8pm - 9:30pm Info:
604.501.5566 or artgallery@surrey.ca
Youth Welcome. Free.

Toddler Storytime. Wednesdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am- 12:00PM
Children ages 1-3 with caregiver
Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

13

Party for the Planet at Civic Plaza (City Hall 13450
104 Ave) from 10am-6pm – Tree & Plant Sale,
entertainment, crafts, activities for all ages.

Baby Storytime. Thursdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:30- 11am Children ages 0-1
with caregiver Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

13

Opening Day at Whalley Little League at Whalley
Athletic Field. 1pm.

If You Give a Kid a Muffin Storytime Fridays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:00- 10:30 AM Children ages
0-5 with caregiver Drop-in, free! Snack included 604.598.7427
or surreylibraries.ca

13

Whalley Legion Meat Draw at Whalley Legion 13525
106 Avenue from 3:30-6pm

14

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

14

Whalley Legion 229 Farewell Jam 2:00PM until
10:00PM. Free to attend for all Legion members and
their guests https://whalleylegion.org

20

Whalley Legion Meat Draw at Whalley Legion from
3:30-6pm

21

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

Family Storytime. Saturdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM Families/all ages Drop-in,
free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Early Learning Program for Families. Join the Early Learning
Program at Central City! The free drop-in program for children
ages 0-5 is held every Wednesday from 12:30pm to 2:30pm at
the south side of Central City (near Play Central). Parents can
engage in play-based learning, and be connected to valuable
resources in the community. The Early Learning Program is a
joint collaboration of SFU Surrey and the Surrey School District.
Free Income Tax Consultations and Service for People Who
Receive Disability Benefits. Tuesdays: April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30,
9:30-5:30 pm at City Centre Library 9:30-5:30 pm. Call
Disability Alliance BC for appointment: 604-872-1278 or email:
taxaid@disabilityalliancebc.org
Secondary Visual Arts Exhibition at Central City. The Surrey
School District’s Secondary Visual Arts. Exhibition will take
place at Central City from April 24 to May 10. Visit the free
exhibition, held in the south area of the shopping centre (near
Winners), to view works from approximately 50 student artists.
Come to the event and celebrate a new generation of artists!
Income Tax Clinics for Low Income Residents. For Adults
who meet eligibility requirements. Thursdays April 4 or 11
10am-2pm on first come, first served basis at Level 2
Computer Learning Centre. Call 604-598-7426 for information.
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26

Perogy Supper St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:307:30 pm. Info: 604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.

27

Hike for Hunger at Royal Kwantlen Park. 9-11:30am
All ages welcome.
For information: www.surreyfoordbank.org

27

Whalley Legion Meat Draw at Whalley Legion 13525
106 Avenue from 3:30-6pm

28

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

29

Beauty & the Beast Jr. at Betty Huff Elementary,
13055 Huntley Ave 7:00-8:30PM Contact: 604-5853104

30

Beauty & the Beast Jr. at Betty Huff Elementary,
13055 Huntley Ave 7:00-8:30PM
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Community Calendar

what's happening in the community

MAY
2019

MAY 01

ALL MONTH LONG
Secondary Visual Arts Exhibition at Central City. The
Surrey School District’s Secondary Visual Arts Exhibition
will take place at Central City from April 24 to May 10. Visit
the free exhibition, held in the south area of the shopping
centre (near Winners), to view works from approximately
50 student artists. Come to the event and celebrate a new
generation of artists
Free Income Tax Consultations and Service for People
Who Receive Disability Benefits. Tuesdays: May 14, 28
– 9:30-5:30 pm at City Centre Library 9:30-5:30 pm. Call
Disability Alliance BC for appointment: 604-872-1278 or
email: taxaid@disabilityalliancebc.org

02

Beauty & the Beast Jr. at Betty Huff Elementary,
13055 Huntley Ave 7:00-8:30PM

03

Nature Crafts (Environmental Extravaganza event)
at City Centre Library. For families with children of all
ages. Free. 2:00-4:00 PM

05

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

12

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

15

ESL Book Club at City Centre Library at 1:00-2:30
For adults with English as a Second Language. Call
Laura at 604-598-7428

19

North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

23

PJ Storytime. Tuesdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM Families/all ages Drop-in,
free! 604-598-7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Toddler Storytime. Wednesdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am- 12:00PM Children
ages 1-3 with caregiver Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427
or visit surreylibraries.ca

24

Baby Storytime. Thursdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive , 10:30- 11:00am Children ages 0-1 with
caregiver Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

24

If You Give a Kid a Muffin Storytime. Fridays at City
Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:00- 10:30 AM
Children ages 0-5 with caregiver Drop-in, free! Snack
included 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Family Storytime. Saturdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM Families/all ages Drop-in,
free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
Early Learning Program for Families. Join the Early
Learning Program at Central City! The free drop-in
program for children ages 0-5 is held every Wednesday
from 12:30pm to 2:30pm at the south side of Central City
(near Play Central). Parents can engage in play-based
learning, and be connected to valuable resources in the
comunity. The Early Learning Program is a joint
collaboration of SFU Surrey and the Surrey School District.
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Beauty & the Beast Jr. at Betty Huff Elementary,
13055 Huntley Ave 7:00-8:30PM Contact: 604-5853104

25

26
31

Surrey International Children’s Festival at Bear
Creek Park / Surrey Arts Centre, 13750 88 Ave. You
can take in free performances by local professional
and emerging artists on the Community Spirit Stage
and discover your creative side exploring the art
activities. Contact: 604-501-5598
surreychildrensfestival@surrey.ca
Nature Muffin Storytime (Environmental
Extravaganza event). May 24, 10:00-10:30 AM
Children ages 0-5 with caregiver Free
Surrey International Children’s Festival at Bear
Creek Park / Surrey Arts Centre, 13750 88 Ave. You
can take in free performances by local professional
and emerging artists on the Community Spirit Stage
and discover your creative side exploring the art
activities. Contact: 604-501-5598
surreychildrensfestival@surrey.ca
Surrey International Children’s Festival at Bear
Creek Park / Surrey Arts Centre, 13750 88 Ave. You
can take in free performances by local professional
and emerging artists on the Community Spirit Stage
and discover your creative side exploring the art
activities. Contact: 604-501-5598
surreychildrensfestival@surrey.ca
North Surrey Lions Club Meat Draw at Donegal’s
Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm
Perogy Supper St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:307:30 pm. Info: 604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out
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d s b i a to h o s t t h e 2 0 1 9 B I A B C - I D A R E G I O N A L C O N F E R E N C E i n a p r i l

The Business Improvement Areas of British Columbia/ IDA Regional Conference will be hosted in Surrey by the
Downtown Surrey BIA from April 28- May 1, 2019. Conference attendees are expected from BC, Alberta, Manitoba and
the western states of the US.
The Downtown Surrey BIA bid for the conference three years ago and has spent many hours planning how best to show
off the work being done in Surrey.
The last time that the BIABC Conference was held in Surrey was in 2007 and there have been several changes in the last
dozen years.
As a part of the conference, Mobile Tours will be held in the area. These tours will include the MedTech District, Phoenix
Drug and Alcohol Program, the modular housing, walking tours of Whalley, Cloverdale and Newton and an interactive
tour of Fleetwood that will focus on ways to add placemaking activities to business districts. One highlight will be the
tours of two Bing Thom Buildings: The City Centre Library and the new SFU Engineering Building which will open for
students in September.
The first sold out mobile tour was the “FAM tour” lead by Elizabeth Model, CEO of the DSBIA. Elizabeth has been
providing FAM (familiarization) Tours to investors, businesses, realtors and the media for the past nine years and will
share her Economic Development strategies with convention attendees.
One of the final keynotes will be a panel on the move of people living in tents on 135A Street to the temporary housing –
how it is working and plans for the future.
Surrey’s successes have been based on collaboration between different levels of government, the RCMP, businesses,
non-profit groups and citizens and we have a great story to tell.
For further information http://conference.bia.bc.ca/.
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e a r l y y e a r s f e s t i v a l : "W h y s h o u l d a d u l t s h a v e a l l t h e f u n ?"

The 17th annual Early Years festival is a festival with activities and attractions for children from ages 0-6. This is a free
event, that falls on Saturday, April 6 from 10AM-3PM.
This is going to be a wonderful way to spend your Saturday afternoon, with family and friends and lots of young ones.
You can mingle with people from the community, play along with your children and learn about the many services that
the city offers for children.
Some of the activities include a sing-along to tunes with Rockin’ Robin as she plays the ukulele and entertains families
with singing birds and puppets. Other activities that the kids are sure to love include face painting, balloon artists, fun
with Walter - the Library Mascot, a bouncy castle and an arts and crafts station where their imagination can take flight.
Vendors will also be present at this festival and some of them include FRAFCA (Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship
Centre), the Knowledge First Financial, Surrey Libraries and the Children’s Foundation amongst the numerous others.
The event will be held at the Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre, at 13458 107A Ave and you can contact the organizers of
the event at 604-598-5898.

written by anindita gupta

Breakfast fo r the Bank hopes for another great year
The annual Breakfast with the Bank is coming up this year
on Friday, May 10th. The event held annually, by the Surrey
Food Bank is to thank their friends and supporters and raise
funds to support the great work they do.
The breakfast is free. You are provided with a variety of
continental breakfast options and a set program providing
information about the Surrey Food Bank. You eat, you shed
a few tears and you are finished and on your way to work by
8am. Last year, Surrey Food Bank raised $120,000 in that
one hour.
This year’s theme is ‘Unexpected Outcomes’ and the Bank
invites the community to help people like you who are
struggling with life’s challenges.
The breakfast will last from 7AM-8AM at the Bombay Banquet
Hall, at 7475 135 Street, Surrey. Please contact the Surrey
Food Bank to RSVP, at 604-581-55443 or email them at
acx@surreyfoodbank.org.

written by anindita gupta
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Celebrate Earth Day 2019 with us at party for the planet

The City of Surrey is hosting its 9th annual Earth Day celebration. Join BC’s biggest Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April 13th
at Surrey’s Civic Plaza from 10AM-6PM. This event is free and will feature the new Live Green World where you can visit
environmental workshops, a sustainable marketplace, local vendors and listen to speakers.
In the environmental workshops, you will hear presentations from Ciy of Surrey Urban Forestry and other groups that will provide
information about gardening and caring for your trees and plants. At the sustainable marketplace, you can meet organizations
and companies such as the Honey Bee Centre, the Surrey Urban Farmers Market. You can also take home one of 1000
succulents that are being given away by the Presenting Sponsor, TD Bank.
The adventure zone includes a free zip line, rock climbing wall, and road hockey located in front of the library on
University Drive. This is not just for kids, everyone is welcome.
If you’re looking to buy a plant, this year’s tree and plant sale will offer native trees for only $20 and smaller plants will range from
anywhere between $2 to $4. The plant sale starts at 10am so plan to arrive on time to get the best selection.
There will be live music throughout the event. The lineup includes artists and bands like Colin Bullock, Harlequin Gold, and Bobs
& Lolo at the TD Main Stage. There will also be a DJ playing at the Adventure Zone, and the acoustic
performances in Live Green World and City Hall Atrium.
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