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Big Rigs for Kids is Back
Officially beginning the holiday festivities in
Downtown Surrey is Big Rigs for Kids (Lighted Truck
Parade). Returning for the ninth year, Big Rigs for Kids
is a family friendly event that features the beautiful,
illuminated trucks seen in the Surrey Santa Parade
of Lights. Many of the featured trucks come all the
way from Victoria to light up our streets for the night.
Some of the past elaborate light displays depicting
our favourite Christmas things include a Canada Post
truck disguised as a letter to Santa and a festive
Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer truck.
Do you have a little one in the family who loves
trucks? Maybe you are a kid at heart wanting to join in
on some holiday fun. Regardless of the reason, come
out to Big Rigs for Kids to kick off the holiday season.
This free holiday celebration takes place on Sunday,
December 1 at Civic Plaza. Join us at 3:30 PM for a
series of talented choirs and musicians and take
part in our annual community sing-along. Other
www.downtownsurreybia.com

entertainment at the event includes fun Christmas
crafts led by our interns. There are many more
surprises to come, so don’t miss out.
After winding through Cloverdale, the trucks will
make their grand entrance in Downtown Surrey at

604.580.2321
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and monetary donations from all the generous
people in the Downtown Surrey community.
The Surrey Food Bank helps feed more than 14,000
people per month, but they cannot do it without the
community’s support. If you are not sure what to
bring, please visit: https://www.surreyfoodbank.org/
donors/top-items/ for a list of highly needed items.

6:30 PM, parking along University Drive by Surrey
City Hall for everyone to take photos with. Snap a
photo with your favourite truck for the chance to
be featured on the Downtown Surrey BIA’s social
media channels. The festivities will continue after
the trucks arrive, with more holiday music and
spirit coming your way.
This event is held in support of the Surrey Food
Bank and the Surrey Christmas Bureau, both of
which will be present on site to collect food, toys,

The Surrey Christmas Bureau is a charitable
non-profit that operates solely with the mission
to provide low income families with toys, stocking
stuffers, and more to create a memorable holiday.
All proceeds made from Big Rigs for Kids are split
between the two charities, so please come out and
donate on December 1.
Stay updated on the event by following us on
Instagram, @dtsurrey, and Twitter, @dtsurreybia, or
visit our website, downtownsurreybia.com, for further
event details.
Written by Adrienne Nogueras
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EXPLORE THE GEORGE: Steve’s Poké Bar
Since its first location opened up at Simon Fraser
University, Steve’s Poké Bar has grown rapidly, now
with six locations open, three locations of which are
in Surrey - Guildford Town Centre, Central City
Shopping Centre, and Grandview Corners. They are
also on track to open six additional locations by the
summer of 2020.

p o ke :
(often stylized as poké)
A Hawaiian word meaning
to cut or slice.
Steve’s Poké Bar was founded by Steve Hunyh in 2016.
As someone who spent much of his life growing up
in Honolulu, Hunyh wanted to share this ubiquitous
piece of Hawaiian culture with Vancouverites. During
this time, he was able to learn how to perfectly cut
and make poké from a mix of local influences and
family recipes.
Prior to its inception, poké was practically unheard of
in Vancouver, but since then, it has grown to become
a highly sought after food. As one of the first poke
restaurants of its kind in Vancouver, Steve wanted
to preserve the authenticity of traditional Poké, and
make it the way that he ate it while growing up in
Honolulu.
www.downtownsurreybia.com

Steve’s Poké Bar offers seven signature bowls, which
include two scoops of poké served over rice in a large
bowl. In addition, they offer the option to build your
own poké bowl, ranging from six types of poké, twenty
free toppings, and six delectable sauces to truly make
it your own. If you don’t know what to get, we
recommend trying the Traditional Hawaiian Poké
served island style, which includes four delicious
scoops of poké (Shoyu & Spicy Ahi Tuna) served on
top of steaming hot rice with furikake seasoning.
Visit our local Steve’s Poké Bar location at Central
City Shopping Center, 10153 King George Blvd, on your
next lunch break and give the Hawaiian staple a try.
Written by Adrienne Nogueras
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Unlike other cell phone repair stores, Get Cell Repair
vows that if they can not fix your mobile phone,
then you do not owe them a penny. You only pay for
work upon completion and when you are happy with
the work. They offer to come to you if you have
difficulty reaching them and provide a free diagnosis
for the problems that you are facing with your
cellular device.
Offering quick fixes, your repaired device may be
ready as soon as 24 hours after the drop off time.
There are no surprises in the fees that they charge,
as all fees are provided up front to be completely
transparent. The service at Get Cell Repair is
personalized, and you speak directly with the person
repairing your device so they know in detail the
problem that you are experiencing.
In addition, Get Cell Repair is available to repair your
laptop or desktop and sell iPhones, Samsung mobiles,
laptops, as well as tablets.
The next time you face an unfortunate issue with your
mobile devices, drop by Get Cell Repair in Surrey at
10252 City Parkway, Unit 106.

EXPLORE THE GEORGE:

Get Cell Repair
Does your cell phone have a cracked screen, broken
charging port, button, headphone jack, or any other
problem that you can not solve by yourself? Get Cell
Repair is the go to place for all your phone related
woes. Open every single day of the week, Get Cell
Repair is available to fix any screen or problem with
quality parts.
www.downtownsurreybia.com

Written by Adrienne Nogueras
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Have you heard that the 3rd annual Gingerbread
Village contest hosted by the Downtown Surrey BIA
is back? Are you interested in winning amazing cash
prizes? Gather your friends, family and classmates
and enter this contest to show your creativity, and
holiday spirit. This opportunity is a great team building
activity, fundraiser and a way to show off the
great talent existing in our community. Build your
gingerbread creation to reflect what you would like
to see in Downtown Surrey.
One final incentive - we’re giving out prize money
totalling over $6500 in seven categories plus a
People’s Choice award of $500. Think about building
your gingerbread creation to honour one of the many
local charities. They could use the exposure and
perhaps you could donate your winnings to help
people in need.
The winner of the People’s Choice Award will be
decided by the community, who vote via cash donation
to the Surrey Christmas Bureau. Every dollar for your
favourite gingerbread creation equals one vote closer
your favourite will be towards winning the People’s
Choice Award. The entry that raises the most
donations will win the People’s Choice Award which
includes a cheque for $500.
Most importantly, the donations will be supporting
the Surrey Christmas Bureau, a local non-profit that
supports low-income families with toys, stocking
stuffers and grocery cards to make a world of
difference in letting them create a memorable holiday.

Building Our
Gingerbread Village
All entries will be displayed at Central City Shopping
Centre in front of Winners from Saturday, December
7 to Sunday, December 15 during mall hours. Stop by
and visit Gingerbread Village to vote for your favourite
gingerbread creation and see all the amazing talented
builders that have entered.
There is no entry fee to enter this contest and the
deadline for entry is November 30.
Full details and registration forms can be found on the
DSBIA website at downtownsurreybia.com. You can
also contact janette@downtownsurreybia.com if you
have any further questions.
Happy building!

Written by Janette Lee
www.downtownsurreybia.com
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Sixth Annual Spaghetti FUNraizer
for Surrey Christmas Bureau
What better way to start the holidays than support
local charities like the Surrey Christmas Bureau? On
November 17, Ryley and Chloe will be hosting their
6th annual FunRaizer Spaghetti dinner to raise toys
and cash for the Surrey Christmas Bureau. These little
girls with big hopes can help make a change!
The dinner will take place at Knight and Day
Restaurant on King George Boulevard in Surrey from
5-7 pm. Tickets are $12 plus a toy or cash donation to
the Surrey Christmas Bureau and includes a buffet
style pasta dinner.
Ryley and Chloe first decided to hold a FunRaizer in
2014. Every year since she was 2 years old, Ryley and
her Auntie Bonnie would purchase a toy and take it
to the Christmas Bureau for Ryley to put on the shelf.
Ryley said she wanted to find a way to take more toys
to the Christmas Bureau, and Bonnie gave her the
idea to hold a fundraiser dinner. With the help of her

www.downtownsurreybia.com

best friend, Chloe, the first annual Spaghetti dinner
was a success, and over the years, the girls including
cousin Aubrey have become increasingly involved.
Every year before Christmas, Ryley, Chloe and Aubrey
like being able to bring the toys to the Christmas
Bureau themselves, lining the shelves with all of the
gifts they have worked hard to collect.
This year, they have recruited a few more little elves
to help them – Sienna (3 ½ years), Isabella (3 years)
and Kaydence (2).
Since they started holding their Spaghetti dinner,
the girls have raised over $4000 and 10 boxes of
toys. Please join us on Sunday, November 17 for
some delicious spaghetti and exciting door prizes.
Tickets will be available at the door. Your generosity
is sure to put a smile on many children’s faces.
Written by Jia Dhillon
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Seeing Surrey
REFLECTIONS FROM THE 20/20
OUR SURREY VISION PROJECT
CO-LEADS
Being the co-lead of the 20/20 Our Surrey Vision
project for the last six months, I was privileged to
have great conversations with the community and
learn about Surrey. Initially, all I knew about Surrey
was what I had learned by taking classes at the SFU
Surrey Campus. Working on this project, I gained
more knowledge about the community by visiting
other parts of Surrey for events and workshops.

Embarking on an 8 month co-op position with the
Downtown Surrey BIA has opened my eyes to the
complex world of social planning and community
engagement. The 20/20 Our Surrey Vision Campaign
was the perfect opportunity to learn about Surrey
through the residents and visitors who have
witnessed its highs and lows. Through my experience
here, I have learned the processes of community
engagement and gathered necessary skills to plan
and execute a successful public feedback process.
By speaking with our community advisors, I was able
to learn the tools of community engagement. I have
learned the importance of being an open ear to allow
the sharing of anyone and everyone’s opinions. Our
job was to collect any feedback, regardless of who
it was coming from or what they said. This skill of
relationship building was key in creating a safe
environment for visioning.
I have also experienced the rewarding process of
executing a public feedback process that engaged
every resident within the City of Surrey. This involved
a large array of skills, including building itineraries for
workshops, scheduling meetings and working with
various organizations to hear what their clients had
to say. Without a well thought-out plan and team of
reliable co-workers, this project would not have made
the impact it has. I am excited to witness the release
of our report and see how it shapes the coming years
of Downtown Surrey.
Written by Hussein Elhagehassan
www.downtownsurreybia.com

I had the opportunity to talk to people from
community leaders to residents and visitors to
Downtown Surrey, who taught me more about both
Surrey and its Downtown. From reading about Surrey,
my knowledge about strengths, incoming projects,
challenges and the people here became more vivid
over time. With engaging conversations at events and
workshops, I learned the perspectives of people from
different walks of life and communities, and thus,
began to be understanding and helpful by listening
and encouraging ideas. Such experience enhanced
my ability to build a connection with people despite
cultural, occupational and age differences. Also, as a
co-facilitator of focus groups, I practiced preparing
facilitation plans in advance and during discussions,
I learned to articulate my thoughts more efficiently
in order to keep the talk going and stimulate opinions
from participants.
Half a year working closely with another co-lead
taught me to be a supportive and critical teammate,
who got my tasks done and also gave productive
feedback when necessary. Participating in the 20/20
Our Surrey Vision project taught me not only valuable
knowledge, but also essential skills to assist my
student life, social life and future career.
Written by Mai Nguyen
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Holiday Family-FunFest at Central City

Come to Central City’s Holiday Family-Fun-Fest on
November 16. Families are invited to attend this free
event for some holiday fun, including crafts, games,
face painting, story time, and more. All of the
aforementioned activities will take place near Play
Central. This event supports the Surrey Food Bank, so
please bring a non-perishable food item to donate at
the event.
The Downtown Surrey Business Improvement
Association will be present at the event with holiday
themed crafts and colouring sheets, as well as a
glitter tattoo artist. Find us at the event to hear more

about our upcoming events, namely the 3rd Annual
Gingerbread Village and the 9th Annual Big Rigs for
Kids.
The first 400 kids ages 12 and under present at the
event win a free goodie bag , with a limit of one bag
per child, while quantities last. There is an expected
attendance of more than 1500 people, so be sure to
come early if you want to get a free gift.
Join us on Saturday, November 16 from 10 AM to 2 PM
at Central City Shopping Centre, 10153 King George
Boulevard, for some holiday cheer.
Written by Adrienne Nogueras

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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Light Up the Holiday Season
With the holidays just around the corner, get ready
for the fun filled Surrey Tree Lighting Festival. The
Surrey Tree Lighting Festival is returning to Surrey’s
Civic Plaza on Saturday, November 23, 2019 from
noon – 8pm. The highlight of the event, the lighting
of Surrey’s 60-foot Christmas tree, one of the tallest
Christmas trees in Canada, will happen at 6:30 pm in
City Hall Plaza outside of Take 5 Café.

For youth, pop up breakdance performances will be
going on throughout the day on the North Pole Stage
and Candy Cane Dance tent, along with a breakdance
battle for prizes. The breakdance battle will be held at
4pm at the Candy Cane Dance Tent.
Be sure join the Mayor, Santa and special guests to
flip the switch together at 6:30 pm to light the
Surrey’s spectacular Christmas tree.

There will be live music and performances by
Begonia, Hotel Mira, Leisure Club, Turunesh, Glass
Forest, Westcoast Harmony Chorus and more to
enjoy.
A family friendly event, the Tree Lighting Festival will
have eons of fun activities for kids. There are plenty
of activities including holiday-themed arts and crafts
and games. Kids can enjoy story time at Storyville
at City Centre Library, take part in ice carving, meet
Mickey and Minnie in the Holiday Market tent and get
a free photo with Santa inside the atrium. Other
activities in the Holiday Fun Zone include road hockey,
inflatable slides and amusement rides from a “berrygo-round” to a Frozen Bounce.

www.downtownsurreybia.com

The expanded Holiday Market is returning to offer
locally-made goods where one-of-a-kind presents
and edible goodies can be found. Vendors include
Honeybee Centre, Annie Mays Bakery, Scentsy,
Woodbarn Studios and more.
For more information and FAQs about this event, visit
www.surrey.ca/treelighting/.
We hope to see you all there!

Written by Janette Lee
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November 2019

09

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767
King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

10

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub 12054
96th Ave from 1-4pm

11

REMEMBRANCE DAY at 10:30am at Grosvenor Road Greenspace
(Grosvenor Road & Whalley Blvd).

16

HOLIDAY FAMILY-FUN-FEST from 10am to 2pm Children / families
Cost: Free For further information: www.centralcity.ca
WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767
King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

17

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNRAIZER for Surrey Christmas Bureau at
Knight and Day Restauraunt from 5-7pm. Tickets are $12 + a toy or
cash donation for the Surrey Christmas Bureau.
NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub 12054
96th Ave from 1-4pm

21

SMALL BUSINESS INFORMATION EXPO 2019 from 9:00am to
1:00pm Surrey City Hall 13450 104 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T 1V8.
Click here for more information.

23

STUFF THE SLEIGH from 10am-1pm, Cost: Donation of new toy or
$5 (to Surrey Christmas Bureau) For further information:
www.centralcity.ca
TREE LIGHTING FESTIVAL from noon-8pm at Civic Plaza Lots of
fun and entertainment for all ages. Visit
www.surrey.ca/treelighting for more information.
WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767
King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm
NORTH SURREY LIONS BURGER & BREW FUNDRAISER at
Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 5:30-8 pm. $25, contact
nsurreylions@gmail.com for more information.

24

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub 12054
96th Ave from 1-4pm.

28

WINTERSONG at Studio Theatre at Surrey Arts Centre, 13750 88
Avenue Social hour at 10am Concert at 11am Box Office 604-5015566

29

PEROGY SUPPER St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30 pm. Info:
604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.

30

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge 10767
King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

ALL MONTH

PJ STORYTIME Tuesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM, families/all
ages, drop-in, free! 604-598-7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
TODDLER STORYTIME Wednesdays at City
Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am12:00PM, children ages 1-3 with caregiver,
drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
BABY STORYTIME Thursdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11:00AM,
children ages 0-1 with caregiver, drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
IF YOU GIVE A KID A MUFFIN STORYTIME Fridays
at City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive,
10:00- 10:30 AM, children ages 0-5 with
caregiver, drop-in, free! Snack included
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
FAMILY STORYTIME Saturdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM
Families/all ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
PHOTOS WITH SANTA from November 15 to
December 24 Cost: See package pricing on
www.centralcity.ca (coming soon).
BEAR CREEK PARK LIGHTS November 2 to
November 15, 2019 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Contact:
604-501-5050 or partnersinparks@surrey.ca
Cost: Free
www.downtownsurreybia.com
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December 2019

01

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at
Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

06

CHRISTMAS WITH SINATRA Centre Stage
at Surrey CIty Hall, 13450 104 Ave 8-10pm.
Contact: Box Office 604-501-5566 Cost:
$24.00-$71.00

07

ELLIE KING’S SNOW WHITE THE PANTO Main Stage at Surrey
Arts Centre, 13750 88 Avenue Cost: $24.99-$29.99 Family Pack
(4 tickets) $99.99
December 20, 2019: 7:30pm (2-for-1 Preview)
December 21, 22, 26, 29 2019: 3:30pm*
December 27, 2019: 6:30pm (Relaxed)
December 28, 2019: 3:30pm* & 7:30pm
*Autograph session following performances

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley
Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm
CHRISTMAS WITH SINATRA Centre Stage
at Surrey CIty Hall, 13450 104 Ave 8-10pm.
Contact: Box Office 604-501-5566 Cost:
$24.00-$71.00

08

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at
Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

13

WINNERS OF GINGERBREAD VILLAGE
ANNOUNCED at Central City Shopping Centre

CINDERELLA THE PANTO November 27 - December 8, 2019.
Christmas Panto at its best! Cinderella set to your favourite
70’s music at Surrey Arts Centre Box Office: 604.501.5566

14

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley
Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

PJ STORYTIME Tuesdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 7:00-7:30pm, families/all ages, drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

15

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at
Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

21

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley
Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

22

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at
Donegal’s Pub 12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

27

PEROGY SUPPER St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108
Ave. 4:30-7:30 pm. Info: 604.531.1923. Eat-in or
Take-out.

28

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley
Legion Lounge 10767 King George Boulevard,
Surrey from 3:30-6pm

ALL MONTH

GINGERBREAD VILLAGE at Central City (outside
Winners) from December 7-15 (mall hours). Vote for your
favourite creation + donate to the Surrey Christmas Bureau.
Your favourite creation could win $500.

TODDLER STORYTIME Wednesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 11:30am- 12:00pm, children ages 1-3
with caregiver, drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
BABY STORYTIME Thursdays at City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive , 10:30-11:00am, children ages 0-1 with caregiver,
drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
IF YOU GIVE A KID A MUFFIN STORYTIME Fridays at City
Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 10:00- 10:30 AM, children ages 0-5 with caregiver, drop-in, free! Snack included
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
FAMILY STORYTIME Saturdays at City Centre Library, 10350
University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM. Families/all ages. Drop-in,
free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
PHOTOS WITH SANTA November 15 - December 24. Cost: See
package pricing on www.centralcity.ca (coming soon)
www.downtownsurreybia.com
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