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The Return of the Gingerbread Village
Pull out your whisks, icing and gumdrops. The 3rd
annual Gingerbread Village contest hosted by the
Downtown Surrey BIA is back. Gather your friends,
family and coworkers and enter this contest to show
your creativity and holiday spirit.
What would you like to see in your gingerbread
village? Playgrounds? Disneyland? Skytrains? You can
design, create and build your gingerbread village
based on what you’d like to see in Downtown Surrey
in the present and the future.
There will be seven categories this year and each
can be entered by teams or individuals: Elementary,
High School, Post-Secondary, Charity/Non-Profit,
Business, Community/Service group or Open. The
open category can be entered by anyone not listed in
any previous category, such as a sports team, family,
or an individual who loves to create and bake.
Submissions created by a professional baker will only
be eligible for the People’s Choice Award.
www.downtownsurreybia.com

Cash prizes will be awarded to the top two entries of
each category, excluding the High School category
where prizes will be awarded to the top four entries.
1st place prize is $500 and 2nd place is $250. Additionally, there will be a special prize of $500 to the top
Surrey High School entry, whether or not they have
placed in the top 4 high schools. Judging will take
604.580.2321
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All entries will be displayed at Central City Shopping
Centre in front of Winners from Saturday,
December 7th to Sunday, December 15th during mall
hours. Make sure you come and visit Gingerbread
Village to vote for your favourite gingerbread piece
and see what the community has created. If you can
smell the aromatic gingerbread, you’re in the right
place.

place between December 7th to December 9th and
there will be an award ceremony held on Friday,
December 13.
The winner of the People’s Choice Award will be
voted on by the community. Votes will be done via
cash donations to the Surrey Christmas Bureau for
your favourite gingerbread creation ($1= 1 vote). The
entry that raises the most donations will win the
People’s Choice Award which includes a cheque
for $500. The winner of the People’s Choice Award
will be announced December 17th via social media.

There is no entry fee to enter this contest and the
deadline for entry is November 30th, although your
creation isn’t required until December 6.
Full details and registration forms can be found on
the DSBIA website at downtownsurreybia.com. You
can also contact janette@downtownsurreybia.com if
you have any further questions.
Happy frosting!

Written by Janette Lee
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This is a public service announcement for all bubble
tea aficionados: in case you missed it, CoCo Fresh Tea
& Juice has a new location in Central City Shopping
Centre. Conveniently located in Surrey Centre, CoCo
Fresh Tea & Juice is the place for a delicious burst of
caffeine (or decadent non-caffeinated drinks, your
pick). A perfect pick-me-up for any member of the
Downtown Surrey community – from weary students
taking a quick study break to retail and office workers
grabbing lunch to travelers waiting for their next bus.
If you haven’t visited Coco Fresh Tea & Juice yet, I
definitely encourage you to treat yourself to my
personal favourite, the 2 Ladies Milk Tea, which gives
you the best of both topping worlds, pearls and
pudding. Don’t think the 2 Ladies is enough variety for
you? Give the popular 3 Guys Milk Tea, which includes
pearls, pudding, and grass jelly a try. If neither of these
options sound ideal, don’t fret – they offer a whopping
total of 40 base drinks, ranging from the classic CoCo
Milk Tea to the creamy Matcha Latte and eight
additional toppings, creating a countless amount of
customizations for you to try.

EXPLORE THE GEORGE:

Loco for CoCo
Personally, I am so glad that CoCo Fresh Tea & Juice
has made its way in to Downtown Surrey. Located just
a short walk from SFU Surrey lecture halls and a few
minutes away from Surrey Central Skytrain Station,
bubble tea is now available almost instantaneously.
For those of you disheartened about the plastic waste
involved in your bubble tea consumption, CoCo Fresh
Tea & Juice is more than happy to put your drink in your
own reusable cup. They also sell reusable cup holders,
so the next time you drop in, make sure to purchase one
because they sell out in the blink of an eye.
Drop by and find your perfect combination today at
10153 King George Boulevard.
Written by Adrienne Nogueras
www.downtownsurreybia.com
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has donated more than one million meals and funded
the creation of a Kenyan school kitchen and garden.
Freshii boasts a menu that puts nutrition first and
constantly evolves to better incorporate the
latest trends in health and food into a nutrient dense,
mouth-watering masterpiece. On top of their set
menu items, customers have the capability to truly
make every Freshii meal their own. Each Freshii
provides limitless choices, from custom made soups
to vegan wraps to gluten free options, making it a
place where everyone can gather to eat together.

“ Let’s eat without regret. Let’s love kale.

EXPLORE THE GEORGE:

Fast. Fun. Freshii.
Calling all food fanatics – the moment that you’ve
been waiting for is finally here, Surrey’s newest
Freshii location is finally open. Founded in 2005 by
Matthew Corrin, Freshii was created to “add magic
to the fresh food business” that inspired him in New
York. Since its inception, Freshii has opened hundreds
of locations in cities all around the world, from
Vancouver, Canada to Lima, Peru. Freshii’s mission
is to help people live better by making healthy food
affordable and accessible.
Freshii and the WE Charity have been in partnership
since 2014 to achieve this mission. To this day, Freshii
www.downtownsurreybia.com

Let’s embrace quinoa. Let’s try new things.
Let’s try unlikely combos. Let’s eat things
that are good. Let’s eat things that make us
feel good. Let’s eat and sit. Let’s be good to
the earth. Let’s let the earth be good to us.
Let’s Eat. Energize.”

This mantra guides the business and is spotted in
every Freshii location, with the words, “Eat. Energize.”,
highlighted along the decorated walls as a
reminder of their mission. “Let’s be good to the earth”
is achieved through what Freshii calls Mission Green,
involving the use of recyclable or biodegradable
materials for all food based packaging and
eco-friendly building materials for the storefronts.
Swing by Freshii, 10305 City Parkway Unit #104, for
your next lunch break.

Written by Adrienne Nogueras
604.580.2321
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EXPLORE THE GEORGE:

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Nesters Market

Have you visited Nesters Market yet? Nesters Market
has 15 full service food stores spanning BC and
Alberta, one of which is a brief 4 minute walk away
from the Gateway Skytrain Station.

deli options, ranging from fan favourite options
like potato salad to Nesters Own Spicy Italian
Foccaccia Sandwich.

Nesters Market is your one stop shop for savoury
snacks, sugary pastries, local and organic produce, as
well as any other grocery needs you may have. This
full service grocery store comes with a meat
department, fresh baked goods, a deli, and hot and
ready meals.
If you are in the mood for a variety of foods but not
quite sure what you want, Nesters Market is the place
to go. Serving food fit for all three meals of the day,
their selection is unmatched. Open at 7 am, Nesters
has unique breakfast offerings for all you early birds,
including the ham and cheese quiche and the
Nesters Breakfast Waffle Sandwich. Their appetizing
hot lunch and dinner feature items such as the beef
lasagna (which is delicious if I may say), butter
chicken, and vegetable spring rolls. Not craving a hot
meal? Nesters Market also offers an abundance of

www.downtownsurreybia.com

Their philosophy is to provide excellent service
involving high quality goods, fair prices, and a fun
atmosphere where they take pride in the service
they give customers. Focused on their community,
Nesters Market’s engages with their customers
in several ways. Nesters Market partners with My
Neighborhood Rewards, an app that enables
customers to shop, earn, and redeem rewards points
for free groceries. In addition, they offer a weekly
raffle draw to win $50 worth of free groceries. They
are family friendly, aiming to make the shopping
experience enjoyable for every age group with vividly
decorated window panes signifying the changing of
the seasons and kid sized carts, for their customers
in training.
On your next grocery run, make sure you pay Nesters
Market a visit at 10835 City Parkway.
Written by Adrienne Nogueras
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All Candidates Meeting
The federal election is happening on Monday, October
21, 2019. Are you updated on the platforms from the
candidates in Surrey Centre? Do you know what the
candidates’ stances are on small businesses,
climate change and housing? Find out through the All
Candidates meeting where all candidates running in
the Surrey Centre riding (north of 88 Ave. and west of
148 St.) are invited to participate.
The community is invited to participate in the All
Candidates Meeting taking place at the Civic Hotel
from 6:30 – 8:30 PM on Tuesday, October 8th.
Have any burning questions for the candidates? You
can have questions answered by the participating
candidates. Cards will be available on arrival for you
to write your questions. Don’t miss out on having
your important questions answered by your future
representative.

Randeep Sarai from the Liberals hopes to be
re-elected this year whilst running against seven
other candidates. Jaswinder Dilawari for People’s
Party of Canada has been confirmed as a new
candidate, Kevin Pielak is returning to represent
Christian Heritage Party of Canada and John Werring
is the new representative for Green Party. Sarjit Saran
is the candidate for NDP, George Gidora is the
candidate for the Communist Party and Tina Bains is
the candidate for the Conservatives. There is an
independent candidate, Jeffrey Breti.
Be sure to come out to the upcoming all candidates
meeting to be informed of who will be representing
Surrey Centre in Ottawa and to learn about their
platforms and policies on this election’s pressing
issues.
Remember to vote on October 21.
Written by Janette Lee

All Candidates Meeting
October 8, 2019
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Civic Hotel
13475 Central Avenue
www.downtownsurreybia.com
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What Is Your Favourite Thing
About Downtown Surrey?
2020 VISION
The Our Surrey Vision Campaign team has been
engaging with people from ALL over Surrey. With over
5,000 people having their say, many have voiced what
they love about the Downtown Surrey’s core. From
the City Centre Library, Central City Shopping Centre,
and countless festivals at Holland Park, everyone is
loving the diversity Downtown Surrey has to offer.
We have also gotten answers like access to transit,
the SFU buildings and the new architecture
surrounding the Surrey Central Skytrain station as
more favourites. We know that there are plenty of
things to love about Downtown Surrey, do you think
anything is missing? Want to have your say? We are
still collecting people’s thoughts through our survey
at oursurreyvision.com/survey.

SURVEY FEEDBACK
“ I love that there are always events going on.”
“ I like the diversity of Downtown Surrey. I like
the opportunity to see different things and
different people.”

“ The library and the new SFU building make
Downtown Surrey beautiful.”

With the many changes happening in Downtown
Surrey, we knew it was important to remember our
current strengths as a resilient, vibrant
community. Our strengths as a diverse downtown
are a key reason why we can build a community that
supports anyone and everyone. As a resident or
visitor of Downtown Surrey, you should have your say
and contribute to this project. With the hopes of
creating a 100% community sourced report, we want
to hear the needs, wants and visions of every citizen.
This project is running for another 3 weeks. That
means you still have time to fill out the survey, chat
with us at a pop-up and have your vision included
in the Our Surrey Vision Campaign. We want to hear
from you, your family, customers and colleagues, so
share this to everyone you know. Go to
oursurreyvision.com/survey to tell us what you
think will make Downtown Surrey shine.
Written by Hussein Elhagehassan

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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What Is Downtown
Surrey Missing?

		 2020 VISION

Throughout the summer, the Downtown Surrey BIA
has engaged the community to find out what they
want in their Downtown. They have been at events
throughout the City and held workshops for
numerous organizations. There have been
information tables set up in shopping centres, rec
centres and libraries.

Mainland. Then to attract attention outside the
region, put a live streaming 360 degree webcam on
top. To top it off, have it take images continuously
over the years to show the growth of the city!”.

One thing has been very clear – people want a
diverse, fun and unique Downtown. Borrowing from
things they have seen from around the world,
respondents want pedestrian only streets and
sidewalk cafes. Other ideas include an elevated green
walkway, a garden that represents the diversity of our
community and a Plaza where people can
interactively learn about different cultures.
One young resident mentioned, “Anything really,
there isn’t any attraction to downtown Surrey besides
school, work, and home. A cool concert venue like
the Orpheum, some clubs, or a cool landmark would
definitely be nice to see.”
Another respondent suggested, “When the next really
tall building is built, put an observation deck on top.
Make it free, put a cafe or something up there, it
would be an amazing view of the entire Lower
www.downtownsurreybia.com

Some of the residents have proposed ideas that have
been mentioned by local politicians – a canal area
with shops and restaurants or a Ferris wheel [like
Seattle].
“There is a place in downtown Melbourne where local
bands play on weekends every week. And they have
a huuuuge screen where ads, etc. play. So you guys
could make money from that too to make it look
better,” pointed out a respondent.
While some of the good ideas mentioned will take
years to implement, the Downtown Surrey BIA will
look at every comment and prioritize which ideas
should be advocated for immediate implementation.
Share your vision. The survey is open until October 20
and you can add your comments online at
oursurreyvision.com/survey.

Written by Mai Nguyen
604.580.2321
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30th Anniversary
Phoenix Block Party
RECAP					
Were you at the Phoenix Block Party on Saturday,
September 14th? Over 400 attendees from Phoenix
Society staff, alumni, family, friends and the
community gathered to celebrate Phoenix Society’s
30th anniversary. It was a great day full of food,
activities, entertainment and prizes.

Rachna Singh, who spoke about the exemplary work
that Phoenix Society has done in the past 30 years.
A complimentary barbecue was provided by Bliss
Foundation, chai from South Asian Addictions and
scrumptious selection of food like hot dogs, smokies,
salads and quiche from Phoenix Society.

Activities varied from a bouncy castle to face
painting and crafts provided by the DSBIA.
Cwenengitel Aboriginal Society was also teaching the
intricate craft on how to make indigenous drums.

On the stage, there were amazing performances to
entertain. Etienne Siew, a singer songwriter, an
Indigenous drumming group and the performance
group, The Ladybugs sang a variety of favourite tunes.
There was also a Bhangra dance lesson where
everyone had a fun time learning and dancing along.

The Minister of Jobs, Trade and Technology, Bruce
Ralston was there to commemorate Phoenix
Society’s 30th anniversary and the founders of
Phoenix Society, Michael Wilson and Ann Wilson also
were also present to celebrate. There were speeches
from Minister of Labour, Harry Bains and MLA

www.downtownsurreybia.com

Phoenix Society did a great job in including the
community in their 30th anniversary celebration.
Written by Janette Lee
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30th Anniversary
Phoenix Block Party
RECAP					
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October 2019

05

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

SURREY URBAN FARMERS MARKET 10AM - 2PM at Civic
Plaza (behind City Hall)
WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

06

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

08

DSBIA ALL CANDIDATES MEETING at Civic Hotel. G:30 PM.
Come hear what the candidates for Surrey Centre have to
say.

12

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

13

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

19

PJ STORYTIME Tuesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM, families/all
ages, drop-in, free! 604-598-7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

20

TODDLER STORYTIME Wednesdays at City
Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am12:00PM, children ages 1-3 with caregiver,
drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

FAMILY SUNDAY at Surrey Arts Centre 13750 88 Avenue from
11am-3pm
NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

24

DIWALI DANCE YOUTH WORKSHOP from 5-7pm City Centre
Library, 10350 University Dr. Limited spots available, register
today. Registration #4686548. This is a free dance workshop.
Open to youth 12-18 years of age. No previous dance
experience required.

25

PEROGY SUPPER St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30
pm. Info: 604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.

IF YOU GIVE A KID A MUFFIN STORYTIME Fridays
at City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive,
10:00- 10:30 AM, children ages 0-5 with
caregiver, drop-in, free! Snack included
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

26

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

27

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

FAMILY STORYTIME Saturdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM
Families/all ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca

31

BABY HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY 10am - 11am City
Centre Branch This program is for children ages 0 to 1 and
their caregivers. Halloween storytime. Come in costume if
you can! After a 30 minute storytime, there will be play time
for babies and social time for caregiver
HALLOWEEN AT CENTRAL CITY SHOPPING CENTRE
Halloween Fun Event from 4pm to 6pm Cost: Free. Website
address for further information: www.centralcity.ca

FALL AUTO SHOW from October 21 to 27 at
Central City Shopping Mall. Free. For further
information visit www.centralcity.ca

ALL MONTH

NEXT STEPS Tuesdays from 9AM to 11AM at
Central City. Meet at Central City’s Food Court
on the northwest side of the shopping centre.
Contact Alex Ilici at nextstepssurrey@gmail.com
or nextsteps@marchofdimes.ca. Next Steps is a
March of Dimes program.

BABY STORYTIME Thursdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11:00AM,
children ages 0-1 with caregiver, drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

BED & BREAKFAST October 9 to 20. A charming
comedy about being out and finding home |
Surrey Arts Centre Box Office: 604.501.5566

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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November 2019

02

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

03

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

09

WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

10

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

11

REMEMBRANCE DAY at 10:30am at Grosvenor Road
Greenspace (Grosvenor Road & Whalley Blvd).

16

HOLIDAY FAMILY-FUN-FEST from 10am to 2pm Children /
families Cost: Free For further information:
www.centralcity.ca
WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

17

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

21

SMALL BUSINESS INFORMATION EXPO 2019 from 9:00 AM
to 1:00 PM Surrey City Hall 13450 104 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T
1V8. Click here for more information.

23

TREE LIGHTING FESTIVAL from noon-8pm at Civic Plaza
Lots of fun and entertainment for all ages. Visit
www.surrey.ca/treelighting for more information.
WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

24

NORTH SURREY LIONS CLUB MEAT DRAW at Donegal’s Pub
12054 96th Ave from 1-4pm

28

WINTERSONG at Studio Theatre at Surrey Arts Centre, 13750
88 Avenue Social hour at 10am Concert at 11am Box Office
604-501-5566

29

PEROGY SUPPER St. Mary’s Hall 13512-108 Ave. 4:30-7:30
pm. Info: 604.531.1923. Eat-in or Take-out.

30

STUFF THE SLEIGH from 10am-1pm, Cost: Donation of new
toy or $5 (to Surrey Christmas Bureau) For further
information: www.centralcity.ca
WHALLEY LEGION MEAT DRAW at Whalley Legion Lounge
10767 King George Boulevard, Surrey from 3:30-6pm

PJ STORYTIME Tuesdays at City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive, 7:00-7:30PM, families/all
ages, drop-in, free! 604-598-7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
TODDLER STORYTIME Wednesdays at City
Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:30am12:00PM, children ages 1-3 with caregiver,
drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca

ALL MONTH

BABY STORYTIME Thursdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive , 10:30- 11:00AM,
children ages 0-1 with caregiver, drop-in, free!
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
IF YOU GIVE A KID A MUFFIN STORYTIME Fridays
at City Centre Library, 10350 University Drive,
10:00- 10:30 AM, children ages 0-5 with
caregiver, drop-in, free! Snack included
604.598.7427 or surreylibraries.ca
FAMILY STORYTIME Saturdays at City Centre
Library, 10350 University Drive, 11:00-11:30 AM
Families/all ages Drop-in, free! 604.598.7427 or
surreylibraries.ca
PHOTOS WITH SANTA from November 15 to
December 24 Cost: See package pricing on
www.centralcity.ca (coming soon).
BEAR CREEK PARK LIGHTS November 2 to
November 15, 2019 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Contact:
604-501-5050 or partnersinparks@surrey.ca
Cost: Free

www.downtownsurreybia.com
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